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This may mean a gooda lval ot work for me
as I eader of the House, hut I think menm-
hers are entitled to know how matters stand
and the reason for any course of action
that is deciadad upon lov the Government.
So for as I am able I will supply them with
that information. I will do all I can to
carry out my doties to the satisfaction of
the Horn-se and, as I holpe, to the advantage
of the country.

Question put and paissed; the Addre4;s-in-
reply adulated.

Tie COLONIAL SEClIETARY: I move-
That the Address be presen ted Io MRl

Erevliwzet the Icuteaid-Ooercaor by
lthr President antd such members as wiay
ds'eirf to aeeosnpash hi,

(tasstion lint and passed.

ADSOTTRN MENT -- SPEIAL.
T!. COLONTIl SECRETA RY: f More-_-

Th-r the Hlousei at its risiorg adjourn
vtfati Tuesday, .9th Sqslcsnbcr.

Qo,,'jfo lput and lassed.

Jtoutse adjouraard at 9.3f p.m.

l1'rdnesday, 20th A.1 sqjt, 1924.

Qiieqlons :Railways, Merredla Station
Trustees Colonial mx esiment Act .

Addre,-in-rcpiy, conclusion ..
Bills,: Leuni Practitioners Adt Amendment, is.

Clo-er Settlement, lit. ..
Arbiltrain Act Amendment, I.....
Workers' Compensation Act Amendment, 1B.
Prixate Savings Bank lit. -.. .. .
lsastiectiou of Bcairoidfng, Is. .. ..
Road Districts Rates, Ia........
Jury Act Amendment, Ui........

The SPEAKER took the
p a-,elr read porayers.

(177TON-NA TLWA YSR,
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Chair at 4.30

MERREDIX

Mr. GRIFFITHIS asked the Minister for
'Pajlwoyx: 1, Is he aware that the ex-mem-
hepr taqr Avon (Mr. hiarison) on the 21st
Peeaa1 r, 1923, wrote to the 'Merredia Road
Tlrsa'v r,4 follow:-"'Loan Estimates pro-
vi'j 1e r I tfo to be spent at Merredia station

and yard. Hfope this may be increased'"$
2,Wil] he ascert,,in which of the es-Minis-
ters4, i.e., the Premier, -Minister for Works,
or Minister for Railways, authorised 'Mr.
Harrison to make, such a statvsient F 3,
~%ill lie see the lronmise made is honoured
and LI,0J0alacdned on the 1924-253 Loan
Estimates for the 'Merredin station and
yard ?

The MIN2\ISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, The stun of £4,000 was in-
cludeal in the Loan Estimates of the Railway
Dvepartient tor 1923-24 for improvements
at Merreolin if aousialcred necessary, but
the vNxiliiture, was not authorised by the
Utsernnient. The hon. member could doubt-
less ascertain tromn the, es-Ministers direct
which (if any) of thenm gave Mr. Harrison
the information. 3, No promise can be
mode at pm sent, but the request will be
borne iii mind.

QI:EXTION-TRUSTEES COLONIAL
INXVESTMENT ACT.

Mr. GRIFFITIIS askied the 'Minister for
Works: 1, Isa it proposed this session to
amend the Act relating to the investment of
trust fundls? 2, If so, will this he done
early in the session?

The MI1NISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes. 2, Yes.

Al)IRESS-I'X-EEPLY.

Eleroa th Day-Coac'usioa.

Debate ra'aaumad from the previous day.
Mr. IIIYMIflS (East Perth) [4.35]: 1

loin with other members in congratulating
you, Srir, 121 on your elevation to the dis-
tmigiMliLAi position of Speakcer. I also con-
gratulate the Premier and his colleagues
upon their elevation to the Treasury bench.

'Mr. George: You itill comnmiserate with
them hefore long.

Mr. HUGH.IES,: I also extenid my eon-
grataintious to the new members of this
11011cc. 1 am corn' tho Leader of the Oppo-
sition has liven obligvd to abisent himself
fromn this Chanmber for the lnst fortnight
owing to the state of his health, and trust
it wvill not be long betore we see bin' hare
agnih. f also desire to extend to him my
svsnpatas-. Not haing ago hie had a great
numbher rof friendq, but these are evidently
not ;fo favourably disposed towards him now
as tb'-y were. this is one of the things a
public man has to punt up with. Apparently
jaco le mst hate new godls. It is remark-
olale b~ow the friendlt Of success leave a man
in tisa hour of adversity. I am pleased to
car that Sir James MIitchell 'a loyal col-
leS-ire, til nienaher for 'Murray-Wellington
(Mr. Ge'rLcP) is still with him and is
vigoriacy fiazhtinx on his; behalf. I hope
th et. Y7 s'maler will remain long enough
in '-hp ('harber to heaiane a little modern-
ised.
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LMr. George: I will take lessons by corres-
pondenee from you.

Mr. HUGHES. hie has admitted that be
is a trifle old-fashioned in his views. I take
it lie made that remark for the benefit of
new members, for there was no need to make
it to old members. It is gratifying to us,
who stand for the masses of the people, that,
after seven years of administration by those
who arc politically opposed to us, our party
has once more come in to possession
of the Treasury bench. It is fortunate
that the financial debacle brought about by
the irresponsible manner in whrich burdens
have been piled upon the State beyond its
capncity to hear them, is now at an end.
The onerous task of endeavouring to extri-
cate the State from its unfortunatc position
has devolved upon the 1Leader of our party,
and there is no man more qualified to uin-
dertako the task. The most important sub-
ject for our consideration is that of finance.
It is appalling that a population of roughly
360,000 souls should he weighed down with
on accumnulated deficit of six million pounds.
Some members opposite ten us we ought not
to wvorry about the deficit. The member foi
'Murray-Wellington says it does not matter
twopence.

Mr. George: I am not worrying about it,
and do not intend to.

Mr. HUGHES: When the deficit was one
million the lion, member had a lot to say
about it. One of his colleagues became
world-famous under the name of ''Gone-a-
million-Jack.''

Mr. George: He was not a colleague of
mnine when he got that name.

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member adopted
him, and I should imagine he endorsed his
actions when he did so. A deficit of one
million pounds was indeed a serious matter,
but now that it has exceeded six million
pounds it is even more serious. In the
Governor's Speech we are told that the de-
ficit for the last financial year was slightly
over a quarter of a million pounds. Atten-
lion is drown to the fact that the railway
revenue lies come within £30,000 of balanc-
ing the ledger. One section of the coin-
munity has received unfair advantages fronm
our railways. If the freights were properly
and rteonably assessed the railways would
not be showing a deficit of £30,000 but a
substantial surplus. Whilst last year o1'r
railways showed a loss of £E216,000, the
freight rate per ton mile was 2.02d. We
caried 15,732,837 ton miles of fertiliser at
.58d. per ton per mile, which is approxi-
mately 25 'Per cent, of the freight rate.
We brought hUack 40,652,597 ton miles of
wheat at .19d. -per ton mile, or about 50
per cant., of the averakge -freight. In other
worde, we gate railway concessions to the
farmers amounting to £250,000 i one year,
or £34,000 over and above the total deficit
An the railway system.

[1SI

MAr. Thomson: Make the producer pay
the lot, of course.

Mr. HUGHES. I should make him pay
his fair share.

Mr. Thomson: Let hinm pay the lot.
Mr. HUGHES: He does not pay the lot.
Mr. Brown: What did the others get in-

directly?
Mr. HUGHES. I will show the hon. mem-

her. The position this year is even more
Aggravated. The farmer can well afford, as
you, Sir, know, to pay reasonable rates upon
super and wheat transport. This year
17,625,144 miles of futiliser freight was
carried at .56d. per ton mile. There has
been a slight increase of .03d. per ton per
mile. That, on the average freight rate,
is 1.95d. per ton per mile. On that item
alone the farming community received
£:102,000 in concessions between the average
freight rate and the a'verage rate at which
they are having their fertilisers carried.
There was breught back from the country
in wheat 635,435,641 ton miles at 1.04d. By
a reduc-tion of 9d. per ton per mile, this
concession below the average freight rate
amounted to £245,383. On these two items
alone the farming c'jnnnunity received a
concession worth £347,383,

Mr. Lindsay: The only time the railways
pay is when wheat is being carried.

-Mr. HUGHES: Does the hon. member
suggest that we should consider the rail-
ways position as a matter of months and
only run them during the period when they
fay, owing to the transport of wheat! It
is because of the farmers that we run the
railways all the yenr into the outback cen-
tres where the settlement is not great. I
ni surprised to hear such an interjection
from the hon. member.

Mr. Thomson: We are not surprised to
hear your ar~gument.

Mr. Griffiths: It is a very old one.
Mr. HUGHES: Having re~ad reports of

meetings of the Primary Prodicers' Assoc-
iation, I had gathered the impression that
the member for Toodyny (Mr. Lindsay) was
one member of the Country Party at least
who realised the relatiouship of the railways
to the finances generally. Now, however, he
tells us that once a year during the period
when the wheat is being transported, do the
railways pay. Surely he does not suggest
we should shut the railways down except
during a few months.

Mr. Griffiths: I did not hear the member
for Toodyny say that the railways paid
once a year only.

Mr. HUG7HES: I did. You were pro-
bably drafting out a notice of question and
did not hear! We know that all businesses
have their good and bad periods. We know
that entertainments in the city may run at
at profit on Friday and Salnrrlair evenings,
and may run at a loss during the rest of the
week. The member for Toodysy would not
suggest that in consequence entertainments
should be held on two nights of the week
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only. If he we-re to reconsider the position
and look into the statistics, lie would be
sati-flied that the farmers are receiving more
tnut-tsssions regarding the conveyance of
wheat nil tertilisers than they are entitled
to.

Mr. George: You could not live without
the farmer, for without him there would W.
no work elsewhere.

Mr. IIVUGIRS: And would the farmer
lire without the hion. member and hi6 likes?

Mr. George: Yes, certainly.
Mr. HUOHES: The lion. member is

getting quite modest. It is absurd to say
that there wiould I e no work availalble were
it not for the farming c-oinniunity. If I
were to view the mnatter from a narrow
standpoint I would retort that if there
were not pcople in the cities to eat the
prudue, there would lie no farmers.

Mr, Lindsay: They do not eat too much
of the tarners' produce.

Mr. hU1,1hFS: But they pay a very big
price for what they tin eat. The hon. mem-
her should -see that the farmers furnish us
w ithi wheat at a cheaper price.

'Mr, TI:onieon: They would be mugs to
sell it to you at cheaper rates titan they
can get elsewhere.

Mr. hU110TIES: That is a nice statement
for an hon. mnember to make! If it be
true, then it naturally follows that the rest
of the people are musgs to perinit of such
railway concessions to farmers.

Mr. George: The farmiers will ntot get
fat on what you give them.

Mr. HUGHES: I -will prove later on
how the member for Mfurray-Wellington
(MIr. George) lias been able to show losses
on State trading concerns when in fact
there were handsome profits. The hon.
member has his fair share of ingenuity.
As to his suggestion that if there were no
farmers we would have no work to do,
sure]? he realises that every section of the
community is dependent one upon the other
for the supplying of their demands. Would
the hon. rhember suggest that the labour of
the farmer is all that contributes toth
crop? He has admitted that he is a trifle
old-fashioned, bitt surely his views are tint
so ancient that he would support sucha
contention.

Mr. George: What I meant was that if
it were not for the country activities there
would be no city.

Mr. HUGHES: That is a erode sugges-
tion. Surely the horn, member realises that
if it were not that the industrial workers
manufacture machinery, there would be no
agriculture in Western Australia. Were it
not for the advance in the standard of
machinery manufactured in the cities and
despatehed to the country areas, the farmer
would not be able to produce anything like
the wheat yield he does to-day. Of course
all sections of the community are inter-
related. Does the bon. member suggest
that the railway workers engaged in the
transport of fertiisers to the country areas

and of wheat from those areas has nothing
to do with the growing of the crop?

Mr. Millington: Tihey regard us as their
poor relations.

Mr. HUGHES: Judging by their charges
for wheat, they must think we are their
rich Uncles. Sorely the faring community,
anti particularly the St. George 's-terrace
farmers who pn-ofess to speak for the man
on the Laud, are aware that successful
farming results largely from the use of tite
itnpdenicuts turned out at the State Imple-
Melnt WVorks at Fremntle, as much as from
the labour of the farmter himself. I do not
think the general body of farmers adopt
such a narrow-minded view.

Mr. Lutej': Most of the agricultural pro-
dur-tion is the result of the use of foreign
machinery.

'Mr. HUGHES: That is so. Although
the fa-mers get such railway concessions,
they are not loyal enough to the State to
purchase local machinery whenever piossible.
The farmers could well afford to buy the
whole of the machinery from the State
Implement Works. By doing so they would
support local industry and provide addi-
tional employment here. Rather than do
that, they import their requirements from
the Eastern States. The more industries
established here and the snore people ema-
ployed, the lighter will be the burden upon
the people as a, whole. The time is ripe
for a revision of these two railway charges
in particular. I am not opposed to the
farmer who has his place in socirt ' . I am
glad to see him prosperous and I would like
to see nmnny more larusiera here. Eac h sec-
tion of the community, htowever, should pay
a fair share for the pnblic services they
receive. In my own electorate, that has
heen my, contention when I have been asked
to advocate further tramway extensions.
I hare refnsed to do so on the ground that
it was not a sound policy to adopt. I have
always claimed that the citizens have a right
to pay for the services rendered to them.
For each service the consumer should.
pay a rate that will cover working expenses,
provide for decent wages and conditions

for the employees and leave a small mnargin
of profit in addition. No person should
desire a public service for which he was
not entitled to pay a fair return. When
I have been asked to advocate a two-penny
section on tlte trains, I have refused to do
so and have told my conitituents. that if
they receive the benefits of a tram service,
it is only right they should pay for that
service. I have no intention of advocating
a reduction in fair rates paid for facilities.
I am surprised that I have not heard any-
thing so far about the poor farmers. I
know there are some such farmers in West-
ern Australia and I wonld not object to
providing superphiosphates free to the
struggling farmers whose returns do not
provide them with a living wage. Apart
from that section of the farmers, however:
there are many wealthy agriculturists, who
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are becoming nmore wealthy each year. One
can make a general statement of that de-
scription but after all it is merely one's
own opinion. Onl the other hland, statistics
collected and properly tabulated cannot lie;
they place the position truly and fairly
before the public. No one wvill suggest
that our income-tax figures do not show the
true position. I have made an interesting
coinpariSon to ascertain how the wage
earner compares with the farmer in rela-
tion to income during the last Cve years.
The wage earner includes every man i n re-
ecipt of a wvage or salary w hether it be

£1,000 a year or £500 a year. I find that
in 1918-19 the average taxahle income of
the wage earner was £216 and in the same
year the average taxable income of the
farmers and orchardists was £:349, or 50
per cent, more than the average taxable
iaconme of the wage earniers. I know that
all farmers do not pay income tax, but the
proportion is less than the proportion of
wage earners who do not pay income tax.
Clearly, these figures hove a relative value.
It has been stated in a section of the Press
that the statistics I quoted formerly re-
gardling the taxable income of farmers, in-
cluded the pastoralists as wvell. That was
not so. The income-tax schedules show the
pastoralists in a separate class. As the
member for Gascoyne (M\r. Angelo) would
remark, the pastoralists do not have on
average taxnble income of £300; it I's
something over £3,000.

Mr. Angelo: No, I wish they had.
Mr. HUGHES : In 1919-20 the wage-

earner was still on £216, whereas the
farmer had gone up to £386. In 1920-21
the wage-earner had secured an increase
of £8, thus rising to £224, while the farmer
bad gone uip to £529. In 1921-22 the wage-
earner went to £232 and the farmer
dropped back to £484, but in 1922-23 the
wage-earner was back to £224, while the
farmer had gone up to £650.

Mr. Brown: Why don't you get a farm?
Mr. HUGHES: Because the bon. mem-

ber's Government did not provide for a
local resident getting a farm. Why did
not the bon. member's Government pro-
vide for local boys getting farms?

Mr. Angelo : What did all the other
farmers do?

Mr. HUGHES: A Labour Government
provided for their,- going on the land.
Even now I have ten Western Australian
boys who want to go on the land but
cannot get land from the Lands Depart-
men t.

-.%r. Barnard: Why not put them on the
group settlements2

Mr. HUGHES: They could not go there
if they wanted to. The last time I was in
the group settlement office there were 60
men waiting to get on the groups. Un-
fortunately to-day Western Australian
boys cannot get a piece of land on which
to go farming, not even if they go out to

the edge of the desert. There is no land
available in this State for our own boys.
One block thrown open attracted over 80
applicants.

MrI. Lindsay: That was not near a rail-
way, was it?

Mr. HUGHES: It wats 15 miles from a
lailwav.

Mr. Lindsay: I went out 40 miles front
a railway.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, and we built a rail-
way out to you. Does the hion, member
suggest that men to-day can go out 40 miles
and grow wheat?

MrT. Lindsay: I dlid it.
Mr. HUYGHES: Can it be done profit-

ably to-day?
Mr. Lindsay: No, but I did it myself.
Mr. HU1GIHES: Of course, ''them were

the days,'' and the men now are not of
the same stuff. The men of 70 years ago
were much better than are the men to-day.
What I cannot understand is, how we have
Produced] so inferior a generation from
such good stock.

Mr. Holman: Look at yourself.
Mr. HUGHES: The only thing I can

hope is that the second generation,
particularly the descendants of the mrem-
ber for Murray-Wellington, will throw
back.

'224. George: I am quite satisfied with
what I got in both the first and the second
generations; and there are nmore to follo.

Mr. HUGHES: However, I do not want
to be drawn off this important comparison
of the incomes earned by the farming
community and by the wage-earners. Over
those five years-these are figures from
the Taxation Commissioner's report and
can be verified-from 1919 to 1923 the
wage-earner increased his taxable incomne
by £8 per annum, whilst the farmer raised
his front £349 to £650, or an increase of £6
per week. So if there be poor farmers,
there most also be a large number of
prosperous farmers. When the State has
assisted a farmer through the Agricultural
Bank, the Industries Assistance Board, the
Wheat Board and all those beneficent in-
stitutions introduced by the previous Lab-
our Government for the benefit of the
farmer-when the farmer has all these
eoncessions in addition to railway con-
cessions, and gets to the stage where he
is earning in taxable income £12 10s. per
week, it is his duty to the State to pay a
reasonable freight on his wheat and
fertiliser. If we are to have secondary
industries we require to lift from them
some of the burden that rightly belongs to
the prosperous farmer. I do not suggest
that anything should be done to a farmer
earning less than a living wage, but it is
unfair that prosperous farmers should ask
us to carry for them fertiliser at 25 per
cent, of the normal freight rate. As
pointed out by the member for Menzies,
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when we consider the railway freight
levied on mining essentials, and compare
it with the freight levied on fanning
essentials, we see that there is a marked
difference and that justice has not been
done to the mining industry. The time is
ripe for the Government to revise the
railway freights on wheat and fertliser,
and I feel sure the Government will do it.
We find, too, that while we carry wheat
at 50 per cent, and fertiliser at 25 per
cent, of the normal freight rates, there is
an enolmious increase in moror cars
amongst the farming commnunity. We are
pleased to see the farmers prosperous, and
we say to thenm, "'Now, in your hour of
prosperity, you should pay normal railway
freights.'' Unfortunately, with the influx
of motor transport a good deal of railway
revenue is being lost, for when the farmer
and his family come down to the city they
comne iii their motor car, and consequently
we are losing even the traffic that would
pay if there were no motor cars. If we
are to get this State out of the slough of
despair in which the late Government left it.
these railway freights paid by the farmers
must be seriously considered. I believe
the farmers themselves will realise that it
is their duty to pay increased freights and
will pay them willingly. It would be only
doing a fair thing by the rest of the com-
munity.

Mr. Lindsay: They are doing a fair
thing mowv.

Mr. HUGHES: Is 25 per tent, of the
normal freight rate fair?

Mr. Lindsay: Show that the wheat is
being carried at a loss.

Mr. HUGHES : If with an average
freight of 1.95d. the railways are losing,
it is obvious that freight carried at one-
quarter of the normal rate is being carried
at a loss. Moreover, as the member for
Dauhury (Mr. Withers) reminds me, all
export wheat is free of wharfage charge.
Leaving that aspect of the finances, I
want to say a few words about the
interest bill. We underwent a period of
reckless finance; we had seven and a-half
years of finance without regard to finan-
cial rules or to the capacity of the State
to carry the burden. In 1919 the interest
bill was £1I,658,951. At the cad of 1923
it had risen to £2,351,151, or an increase
in four years of £692,200. Last year it
was estimated that it would be £2,561,246,
or an increase of £.900,000 per annuml in
our interest bill. How can the community,
with its small and scattered numbers,
stand up t -o an interest bill of nearly
a million per annum? It is beyond
the capacity of the State to bear,
unless our friends opposite are pre-
pared to take their share of the bur-
den. If it is to be left to the workers to
carry that burden, it will be fou~nd that they
canniot do it. Another question that has

caused a good deal of contention in the
House is that of sinking fund& In 1919 the
loan indebtedness of the State was A,3-
876, and the accumulated sinking fund
£;6,139,007, or a net indebtedness of 37%
millions. At thle end of 1923 the public
debt was £58,485,854, and thle accumulated
sinking fund was £8,781,050, or a net in-
debtedness of 49% million pounds. If we
add the estimate for last year of 414 mil-
lions, which I presune has heen spent, it
"jeans that in five years the total indebted-
ness of this State has increased by over
16 million pounds. Although we had an in-
crease of 16 million pounds in our total
debt, there was no increase in the contri-
bution to sinking funed. I regret that the
Leader of the Opposition is Dot present
while I am dealing with this question.

Mr. Panton: If he were here, he would

beMr. GES I think I could manage
to wake hlim up on this question.

Mr. Richardson: It would not interest
him.

Mr. HUGHES: Apparently it does not
interest him. He seems to think that the
principal thing about finance is to borrow
money and that the payment of it may be
safely left to posterity, In 1919, although
we had a net publie.,debt of 37% millions,
we were contributing £313,000 a year to the
sinking fund. in IM2 -when the net in-
debtedness bad increased to 49%~ millions,
we were contributing to sinking fund only
£223,000. There we have an inverse ratio,
an increase of 121h millions in the public
debt and a reduction of £90,00 per annual
in the sinking fund contribution. This
moans that when money was borrowed after
1919, np provision was made for its repay-
ment. I do not think anyone would contend
that it is sound finance to keep on borrow-
ing and to mmke less provision for its re-
payment. If a mnin owed £1,000 and was
contributing £50 a, year to a fund for its
reduction, and if he borrowed another
£1,000, it would naturally followv that to
maintain his ratio of sinking fund, be would
have to -contribute apother £50 per annuml to
the fund. I

Mr. Mean: It would depend upon the
term of loan.

.Mr. HUGHES: I never heard of any
loan being repaid u"less provision were made
for it, Was the ho n. member ever fortunate
enough to get a loan like that?

Mr. Mann: Some provision would be
ulade.

Mr. HUGHES: But absolutely no pro-
vision has been made. If we were contribut-
ing only Is. per year for the repayment of
the additional mosey, there would be an in-
crease to that extent in the sinking fund.
When the Great Southern railway loan fet
due and was repaid, the sinking fund for the
goldfields wpater supply loan was found to
he unnecessary, contribution to sinking
fund wn relieved to the extent of £90,000.
Instead of plaoing that £90,000 towards the
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repayment of the 16 millions borrowed, the
sinking fund contribution was reduced, and
no charge was made against the revenue
theref or. The result is the deficit shown has
been decreased to that extent.

Mr. Thomson; I got into serious trouble
because I dared to make such a statement as
that.

Mr. HUGHES: I congratulate the boa.
member. He got down to bedrock in the
matter of the sinking fund and pointed that
out. He was taken to task for pointing out
an ordinary business precaution to the peo-
ple in charge of the Treasury. If we had
provided sinking fund in the same ratio for
the additional loans as for previous loans,
the deficit would be much nearer to seven
millions than to six millions. As one news.
paper stated, it. would be interesting to have
trainedl accountants to go into the Treasury
and compile a statement of the actual po-
sition of the State. While we are making
no provision for the repayment of the ad-
ditional loans, we are stating our deficit in-
correctly. If we fail to provide an annual
contribution to sinking fund, posterity will
have to pay all the more. This is a
serious position. The State is going on
borrowing recklessly. I am, not opposed to
horrewiag, provided the money be judiciously
invested and brings in a return, and ade-
quate provision is made for its repayment.
ITnder such conditions a Policy of borrow-
ing is soundl, but to go on borrowing in-
discriminately without taking into reckon-
ing the day of repayment is unsound finance.
No business man would finance on those
lines. If he was obliged to borrow money he
'would make provision for its repayment in
a s-ecified time. That is the only sound
method. I am pleased that the Leader of
the Country Party took up this question so
forcefully dnring the elections and made a
special issue of it. We. have beard a good
deal about the reduction of the deficit. So
far as I can gather from the public accounts,
one cannot be too certain as to what the
deficit really is. I have made an exhaustive
examination. of the public accounts avail-
able to a private member, and I would not
care to be too definite as to the total de-
ficit. 'When no sinking fund has been pro-
vided on certain loans for five years, it is
an important item that should 'be stalted in
connection with the deficit. When loan
funds are being expended and are bolstering
uip the revenue--some of those funds, prob-
ably rightly chargeable against revenue-
no inemhber can say definitely whether or not
the deficit as given is correct. I venture
to say we do not know what it is. We know
it is not less than six millions. That is
about the nearest we can get to it. It may
be seven millions; it may be more. 'I sug-
gest to the Premier that the whole of the
accounts of the Treasury should be re-
viewed and proper adjusting entries should
be nut through to ascertain exactly what the
defiit was at the 30th June last, so that
when we come to give an account of our

stewardship we shall know by how much
the deficit was reduced or increased during
our term of office. An hon. member in an-
other place took great credit for the late
Government. He said they had reduced the
deficit from something over £700,000 per
annum to £25,000. He delved into the
scriptures and from the Biblical records
drew analogies with those who had dared to
attack the financial policy of the Mitchell
Government. But one important thing the
hon, mnember forgot. When he was detail-
ing how the deficit had been reduced from
this extremely high figure to a reasonably
low figure, hie forgot to mention that the
People he was congratulating on having re-
duced it to a quarter of a million were the
very people who had reached the highest
mark. That was an important fact that
he apparently overlooked. The inference to
be drawn from his remark8 was that when
the late Government came into power the
deficit was £700,000 a year, and that they
managed to reduce it to about £250,000.
HeI did not go deep enough into the sub-
ject; otherwise be would have found that
the Government he applauded for reducing
the deficit so considerably were the Gov-
ernment who had been responsible for the
deficit reaching its highest point. The Mit-
chell Government added more to the deficit
in one year thin the previous Labour Gov-
ernment added in three or four years. Un-
fortunately the Auditor General's report
does not reach the House before we discuse
the Estimates. It seems rather a useless
function to have the Auditor General 'a re
Port after the business has been dealt with.
The report of the Auditor General, the
watch-dog- for the people, whose duty it is
to see that Ministers carry out their fune-
lions properly, is not presented until after
we have dealt with the Estimates, -with the
result that we have not detailed informantion
of all examination of the accounts. A re-
port that comnes down after the financial
statement has boen dealt with is not wvorth
the pa;ler it is written on. What chance
have members to criticise the financial state-
menits if thme Auditor General's report is not
received until the discussion is overt Last
year it was presented only after many ques-
tions had been raised as to when it would be
brought down. As we have not bad an
opportunity to discuss certain continents in
it, I intend to tako this opportunity to refer
to them. . I find this interesting note-

The authority of £E500,000 (Treasurer's
advance) was considerably overdrawn
duringr the year. The exact figures can-
not be obtained from the Treasury books
except by dissecting several individual
accounts, but the following figures are
available:- 'Excese expenditure" shown
in expenditure -returns for the revenue and
loan, £523,969; expenditure under the
tr,,ading of "Loan Suspense" £271,214;
total £795,184. This total would be con-
siderably increased if the accounts under
the heading of ''advances" were dis-
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sected and the cash drawn for the year
ascertained.

That is a scathing indictment. After
telling us that thle Treasurer's advance
bad been overdrawn to the extent of nearly
£SotI,000, hie goes on to say that if
the advanets were examined the in-
ertase would be found to be much larger.
That is a serious statenment for thle Auditor
General to make. 'We ass-ume that it is made
with a full knowledge of the facts;. Untor-
innlately, when the ]IOuse was onl these itemis
the Auditor General's report was not before
us, and consequently members were not able
to discuss the items in the light of the re-
port. The Auditor General says-

Excess expenditure shown in ease of re-
turns for revenue and loan.

If there is any portion, as he suggests there
is, of that aniont of 1£523,000t which be-
longs to revnue, it should be shown in thL
accounts of thle previous financial year, and
it wouild increase the deficit Correspondingly.
Therefore onl the Auditor General's own
shiowing thle accounts presented to Parliat-
meat do not show the true position. That
is one of the things which make me suggest
that it is vecry doubtful what the deficit
really is to-day. One matter which has been
the subject of some slight disagreement be-
tween the various parties in this House is
the question of State trading concerns. In-
dividually hon. members opposite agree with
State trading. One finds an lion. member
opposite saying, "I am opposed to the State
trading concerns generally, bat there is one
that I do not icant to see abolished." One
member says, ''Don 't touch the Government
butter factory in my electorate' Another
cries out that he is utterly opposed to State
trading, and then immediately pays away
£E70,000 of State funds for a butter factory
that has r roved a failure. -North-Western
members hare said, " Certainly abolish the
State trading concerns, but don It take the
State steamers off the Northi-West coast."
Practically the whole House is agreed on the
policy of State trading. We have heard
much concerning the losses sustained by the
State from the trading concerns, but we
have never hsd the true figures put before
us. We have never had a correct statement
of the position of the trading concerns, I
-will not weary the House with a lengthy
examination of the accounts of the trading
concerns, b'-t I do wish to quote two or
three salient instancs of the manner in
whi'-l the accounts have been stated to the
public. It has been shouted from the house-
tops that the State trading concerns are
responsible for the deficit. The member for
Murray-Wellington (Mr. George), on takingv
over thep trading concerns, burnt numerou~s
aidni-bt enuiies in his effort to discover
the loss. on tho'e concerns; but when we
got dow-n to tintacks n-e found the Premier
admitting tbsit the total loss on State trad-
ing was £301,000, and the bon. gentleman
added tat ti-re was £53,000 in the sink-

ing fundls and £332,000 in tile depreciation
reservces. That mlakes £3S87,0iI0 in reserve
and dep reiation, whereas the total lass, ac-
vordiiig to the ['render, has only beenl
V3(I1,0011. Thivrt-torc the State trailing i-an-
['eras hanve brought back to the Treasury
£li,O0tu miore Than they have taken out of
it. Nid still we have lion. n'inilers ulilo-ite
tA hertiag t..at the deficit is in the State
trailinge concerns.

ima. K. W. Munsie: They say that with
their tonguesa in tln'i cheeks; they know
it is nout Lo.

Mr. lIVUiFS: Sonic o' them, at any
rate, know it is not. I give credit
to the member for Toodyay (Mr. [ind-
saly) for knowing betbr. lhe has never
s-iid, anti I hope heo never will say,
that the State trading concerns have
cost Western Auitralia any nioney. Like
other jncml . rs, that hoi. iensiber has one
pet S4tate hiailing roiil. In his case it
is; the Railway Department, in the matter of
Crriage of Sal er. Let us take the State
Sawmnills as anl instance of the finances of
State trading. The sawmills were started
onl a caltit,1l of £24tt~,and they had a
fiu-thir advance of £81,000, manking a total
capitnl~isntn of £335,000. That is to say,
within thle last 10 years or so the State has
invested £33,000 in a sawudinlling proposi-
tion. The profits on the sawmills to date
amiount to £142,000, after fldetion of
129,G.00 for sinking fund and £:170,000 for
dapire-iatian reserve, or total returns of
£341,000. So that in 10 years, upon an in-
vestament of £3315.000, the State Sawmills
have retarned to the Treasury £:341,000, or
£6,000 over and abonve the total amount of
money invested hy the State in them. It is
indeed a prosperous businests that within a
periori of about 10t years can return the
whole of its. capital and £E6000m to boot.

Mr. Richardson: It looks like profiteering,
does it not?

lIron. S. W. Munsie: Yes. The 'Minister
s-on sulported made the State San-mills a
profiteering concern.

Mr. Richardson: I1 have niot noticed any
imiprovemeat since you have been there.

lion. ". W. Mfunsie: WVo have lbeen there
only five minutes. You supported f or seven
years the 11inister who, against our wishes,
su-pported that policy of profiteering.

'Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. S, WV. M1unsi2: We shall soon be out

of the combine.
Mr. ifl'QITEfS: I would remind lion. menu-

bers that interjections are disorderly. Now,
although the State Sawmills have returned
to the Treasury the whole of the capital in-
vested in them, we find! that they are still
payine interest to the Treasuryv on the full
nirnuint of their capitalisatioi'. Certainly
in last year's accounts the State Sawmills
arn shonwn to hsave paid interesqt to the Treas-
ure on the full am7ount of the capital orig-
inally invested in them, and I dare say that
this Year's accounts will disclose a similar
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o~ition. N.o business in the world could te
successful uinder such conditions. The con-
ditions are absurd. They do not give the
State trading concerns a fair chance. In
fact, the system is nothing less than
a manipulation of accounts designed to
represent the position as being worse
than it is. The item is one that
strongly illuminates the book-keeping sys-
tent that has been applied to the State
trnding concerns, I would not hare so
much objection to these things if mem-
bers opposite had in the years gone by
stnt~rl the trute Position, if there had not
been a crusade against the State tradinrg
concerns as losing public! money. On thn
30th .Juine, 1922, thne State Sawmills owedl
th7 Treasutry £64,000) on an overdraft, and
they hand £6.000I surplus cash, which they
did act require fur working expenses. M.Neani-
tiaw tthey were paying intnreitt to tine Tren-
urv on thie overdraft of C64.000, inst-ad of
that overdraft being liquidated from the
E68.000 snirplns eash, and the interest bill
of time State Sawmills thus reduced. The
£68,000 wes-t simply transferred to revenue,
and the State Sawmills continued to Pny
interest on the £64,000.

The Premier: Worse than that was clone.
Anticipated profits of the concern were
taken in, and the concern was then made
to pay interest on the oveirdraft.

The 'Minister for Works: Yes; £900 in-
terest.

Mr. HUGHES: Evidently the late Goy-
erunment were strong finishers. The further
they went, the faster they galloped.

Mr. Sampson: Dues the Auditor General
make any comment on that?

Mr. HUGHES: T presume he will, hut I
have not yet seen his report for this year.

Ifr. Sampson : It is the principle of
State trading that is opposed.

Mr. HUGHFES: The great objection to
State trading was that it showed a loss.
B3efore I entered this House and had the
privilege of examining the financial state-
mjents, I thought the State trading con-
cerns had lost about six millions of money.
As a mrember of the genera] public, read-
ing the newspaper;, I could not draw any
other conclusion than that the State
trading concerns were responsible for the
deficit.

Mr. Sampson: The question is one of
principle, pot of profits.

The Premier : It is a question of
imagination .

Mr. HUGHES: As a matter of principle,
and even rigid principle, when concerns
are attacked on the ground that they are
losing large sums of money, the accounts
should be correctly presented. If the past
practice continues with regard to the
State Sawmills, that enterprise, even if it
makes profits for a hundred years, will
still be paying interest an capital and
interest on overdraft. No business could

stfnd up to that sort of thing. The Bank
oif England could be shown as making
lo,,es on those principles of accountancy,
I1he State t'awVmills are a glaring example
of a particular kind of bookkeeping, of
theo manner in which the accounts of State
trading concerns have been presented to
this House, anwI, what is worse, to the
public, who were persuaded that the trad-
ing concerns were losing money band over
fist. The ]ate 'Minister for Ri jlwava
admitted here that the I''Kangaroo'' it
one year had made a profit of £300,000.

Mr. Thomson: It is a pity the late Gov-
einment did not sell her at a good price.

Mr. HUGHIES - On referring to the
aveounts we find that the ''Kangaroo"
originally rust £C1411,000. In spite of the
9300il,00i0 Profit she mnade in one year, she
is still paying interest to the State
Treasury on her original cost, still paying
inteiest although she repaid her cost twice
in o~e ycar. On that system of keeping
ard-out.-, any enterprise can be shown as
losing anything. What should be done,
and what I suggest the present Treasurer
should do, is to go hack to the start and
halt through adjusting entries for all the
transfers from the State trading concerns
to revenue. The Treasurer should go right
hack and retransfer to the State trading
converns the profits appropriated from,
them to revenue, anid he should also make
due allowance, by way of adjusting
entries, for the excess interest with which
the concerns have been charged as an
effect of the method of keeping the
accounts. Then tiho Treasurer will be in
a position to present to Parliament a com-
plete staitement definitely showinigwhether
or not the State trading concerns are
responsible for any loss to the State; and,
if there has been any loss, hie will be able
to show the extent of that loss, and where
the loss occurred. Only after that has
been done s;hall we and the people of this
State know just exactly what is the true
position of the State trading concerns.

The Premier: On the system of book-
keeping which lhne been adopted, the ''K(an-
garoo,'' if she made £100,000 in one year
and if shte had an overdraft of £50,000,
would still be charged interest on the over-
draft.

'Mr. HUGHES: If the £140,000 repre-
senting the original cost of the ''Kanga-
roo" was repaid, and if on her account
£160,000 was paid into a reserve fund,
then, instead of paying interest on her
capital cost, she should have been con-
sidered as earning interest on her accumu-
lated profits. That £160,000 would have
been earning interest to the credit of the
"Kangaroo," and if the vessel did show
a loss in any one year, the interest on ther
surplus would have gone to minimise itL
That is the way in which financial iastitu-
tions work. The Western Australian flank
does not distribute all its profits each
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year; it puts by so, much in reserve and if
it has a bad year-I do not recollect that
bank ever having had a bad year--or its
profits are below the average, the bank
transfers from its reserve, sufficient to
permit of the payment of the usual divi-
dead. That is what should be done with
the State Sawmills, the State steamers and
the other trading concerns. I suggest that
the Treasurer should do that even now.
lIt will mean of course increasing the
deficit; it will mean that all these trans-
fers will increase tbe deficit to that ex-
tent.

Mr. Sampson: How would you get on
about the Wyndhams Meat Works?

Mr. HUGHES: I would let that concern
take its course. What we have lost at
Wyndlinin has been earned by the saw-
mills, but unfortunately, while wre have
always got the credit of the losses at
Wyndham, we have never heard anything
favourable about the sawmill profits. Does
the bon. member suggest that the sawmills
which are paying the handsome dividend
of 10 per cent. per annum should be got
rid ofI

Mr. Sampson: Certainly.
Mr. HUGHES: For whose benefit?
Mr. Sampson: The Government should

attend to affairs of State and not act as
traders.

Mr. HUGHES: For whose beniefit, I re-
peat? For the benefit of the people of the
State, of course; for the benefit of the
workers who have not their own homes
and who have to submit to the demands
of rapacious landlords I Why should we
dispose of a profitable trading concern?
floes the hon. member suggest that we
should increase taxation in order to make
up for the loss that would be sustained by
the disposal of a profitable trading con-
crn?

Mr. Sampson: The trading concerns have
never helped the working men-

Mr. HUGHES: They employ a great
number of men. But for the State Sawmills
the combine would have fixed whatever price
they liked. With a vigorous policy the saw-
mills should run the combine out of busi-
ness. I hope that wben the existing conces-
sions granted to the combime expire, they
will heP refused any further extensions end
that the timber industry will be nntiooalin'd.
One has only to look at *the enormous pro-
fits nmade by the companies tradingr in tim-
ber to get An idea of the extent of the busi-
ness. All tbese profits are taken out of the
pockets of the people, not onl- in this qtate
but in other parts of the irorlil, and al-
though the combine made huee profits, they
were never prepared to give the, men decent
wag~es, until the men fought them for every
shilling they were able to get. Never did
those peorple sax, "Times are good, we arc
doing well, we are making fortuines;, we will
give the men a decent wage."I If they had

been able to get their own way they would
have reduced the wages of the men.

Mr. Taylor: I think in that respect they
are all alike.

Mr. HUGHES: All combines are. I have
no fault to find with them; they are honest
about it; they want as much as they can
get and no one else is to get anything, They
expect men to work for theni for the abso-
lute minimium wage. It is not within their
ethics to share their prosperity; they lanve
no citizen ideas; they have no policy of live
and let live; they 'want to live and crush
everyone else out. Had we in this State no
privante sawmiills the revenue end profits
would have been such that they would have
assisted materially to reduce our enormous
deficit. The member for Swan (Mr. Samap-
sonl) suggested that we should dispose ot
the most profitable trading concern we have.
I wonder what he would say if his account-
ant approached him and said, "This is the
most profitable part of your business; you
should get rid of it.''

Mr. Sampson: But that i.4 private enter-
p rise-

Mr. HUGHES: Evidently the hon. mem-
ber thinks there is some difference in the
business methods of private and State en-
terprises. I think if such a suggestion came
from the hon. member's accountant he would
get rid of the gentleman, or perhapos make
him general manager for his audacity. We
have had hurled at us the fact that Wynd-
ham has lost money, and that the steamers
onl the North-West coast are also losing pro-
positions. I do not mind admitting that
they, are. We stand for State trading and
we have no desire to place the position in-
correctly before the people of the State. No
one wishes to have a wrong statement pre-
sentedl of profits and losses, but we do say
that if we are to get the credit of the losses
we must also be given credit for those con-
cerns that are showing us a Profit. In
Queensland there is something in the nature
of a State Trading Concerns Trust Ac-
count, and nt the end of eaceh year a State-
ment is prepared by the Commnissioner for
State Trading showing the individual pro-
fits and losses.

Me. Taylor: How are those concerns pro-
greasing?

Mr. HITCHES! The latest figures I saw
showed the profits that wrere being made. It
I had tbought for a moment that the bon.
member intended to raisoe that point, I would
have brought along the u-omnnssioner 'a re-
pert and read. it for his edification. I am
prepared to say that some of the State trad-
ing concerns in Queensland are losing, but
from the Commissioner's report it is
gatheredi that all have been of enormous
benefit to the State, aind taiken collec~tively,
have made handsene profits. The true Posi-
tion is placed before Parliament ift Western
Auistralia. ad I do not mind standingz up to
the charge that the Wyndhama Meat Works
are a losing proposition, provided, as I said
before, that We are given some credit for
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the profit made by the sawmills. I hope the
Treasurer will deal with that aspect of it.

Mr. Millington: The Wyndham works were
built at the urgent request of the primary
producers.

Mr. HUGHES: That is so. They were
built for the purpose of assisting the prim-
ary producers in the Northern part of the
State, the Small men principally. What
were our friends. now in opposition, dming
when they were on this side of the House?
They were in possession of the Treasury
bench for seven years and never made an at-
tempt to close down the works or sell tinm.
Why did they not stop the steamers from
tradiing- on the coast?

'Mr. Taylor: Did You read the Commis-
sion 'a report on the meat works? It set out
that the works cost as much to run as to
keep idle.

Mr. HUGHES: The previcus Government
could hare put the works up to auction if
they had so desired.

Mr. Taylor: Parliament would not per-
mit them to do so.

Mr. HITCHES: The hon. member inter-
jecting is an old stager who has been silent
for seven years. Now he is bursting with
vitality and hopes to be able to distinguish
himself on thi livor of the House. He knows
as well as I do that there wvere 18 Labour
members in a House of 50. Does he wish
me to believe that those 18 were able to
prevent the Government from selling any ot
the trading concerns?

Mr. Taylor: I never said so.
Mr. HVGHES: But the hon. member

inferred it.
'Mr. Taylor: The Government supporters

world net stand it.
'Mr. Thomson: The Government were

pledged to the abolition of the trading eon-
cerns, hut never did anything.

M.r. HUGHES: The previous Government
were never very keen on selling thenm. The
trading concerns were a nest egg for the
Government, and when the Lender of the
Country Party (Mr. Thomson) tried to in-
trrdoee a Bill, the object of which was to
bring about the disposal of the trading con-
cen-

Mr. Thomson: No, only to give the Gov-
ernment power to do so.

Mr. HUIGHES: The hon. member's ob-
ject was to give them the nee~sarv power,
hut the Governmient would never have dis-
prsel of them. I am pleased to learn that
the hon. member is now a convert to State
trading.

Mr. Thomsoni I am sorry I am not al-
lowed to interject.

.Mr. HUGHES: If the hon. member's de-
sire was merely to give the Government
power to sell the trading concerns, and not
to aet,,allv sell them-

Mr. Thomson: You know well what my-
object wA..

'Mr. m-'GHES: I think the hon. mem-
her's object was to give the Government
power to sell, so that they would eoll them.

Mr. Richardson: To put the responsi-
bilitv on then.

Mr. Thonison: To enable them to fulfil
their pledges.

Mr. HUGHES; The hon. member's de-
sire was to make the Government live up
to their promises.

'Mr. Taylor: The implemevnt norks were
wanted in one quarter, the ships were
wanted in another, the sawmills in another
and so on.

Mr. HUGHES: That was the position.
One Sec-tion wanted one thing, anoth-r hail
a reasoa for something else, and a third
wantv.l another concern retained. The re-
sult was that the (:ov,'rnmt.,,t found V-em-
selves in the position of having a number
of Yety doubtful supporters.

'Mr. Taylor: And that position has not
Altered.

Mr. flUGHIES: Ufortunately the posi-
tion is getting worse.

The Premier: The member for Mt. Mar-
garet was an on-looker.

.Mr. Taylor: Exactly.

.%ir. HUGHES: On one occasion my
opIponenLt at East Perth said, ''What h 'ypo-
crites these Nationalists are,"' and he
Added that they mere ''fathered hy con-
spiraev and horn in the wvomb of muiv'
That wvas rather I-arsi for a 'Nationalist to
say about the National Party.

Mr. Thomson: He must have been a
good loyal supporter when he made that
statement.

MrI. HUGrHES: Hle was not a National-
ist when he %aid that, hut that was his
opinion of the party.

Mr. Taylor: What was he when he made
that statement? It is evidently a Beaufort-
.Street remark.

Mr. Sampson: It has an Esplanade
flavour.

Mr. HUGHES: I rather think he was
dealing unjustly with the party opposite.
It w-as A, harsh remark to make concerning
people who wvere to become his political
a~soeiates.

The Premier: But they took him to
their boson's.

Mr. HITGHES: Last Year we saw a
great deal of kite-flying on the part of
the party that was pledged to sell State
trading conicerns if they could get no more
than Is. for each of them. One of the
Government supporters endeavoured to
make tl'e Government carry out their
pledgues. The Support from the Trerary
Bench was very lukewvarm on the subject.
7No speeh of Any vigour came from that
quarter in support of the measnre intro-
duced by the member for Katanning. He
ploughed a lone furrow on that occasion.

Mr. Thormon: On many occasions.
M.%r. Taylor: He had not the strong sup-

port he has in this Parliament.
Mr. flt'GHES: The member for Mt.

.,araaret (Mr. Taylor) has now given
away the whole secret. He Admits that the
party were not pullin,, well toqether, and
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were at sixes and sevens. What is the use
of any party saying it is opposed to State
trailing when it neglected the opportunities
it had for disposing of Government Con-
cerns? I would have no objection if the
N~ationalists had been returned to power
pledged to dispose of the trading concerns.
I would have said that was what they stood
for, and that they were, only carrying out
-their pledges to the electors.

Mr. Thomson: That is what they ought
to have done.

'Mr. HLT CHFS: They Jacked the wisdom
to see the virtues of State trading, and had
not the courage to go through with their
folly.

'Mr. Taylor: They had not the support.
MAr. HUGHES: As a citizen I object to

the method that is adopted to show that
State trading concerns are losing money.
I hope there will he no abatement in the
vital policy of State trading, and that the
bovernient will extend the principle wher-
ever it is likely to he of use to the people.

The 'Minister for Lands: I have a butter
factory I run trying to sell.

'Mr. HVGHES: Here is a chance for

grivate enterprise, which claims. that the
tate should not interfere with private

butter factories. I would suggest that the
Mkinister for Lands might appoint the
Leader of the Country Party (Mr. Thom-
son) as his honorary agent to dispose of
that particular trading concera. Let pri-
vate enterprise control it.

Mr. Taylor: A butter factory would be
a good thing to start on. It is a bit
slippery.

MAr. HUGHIES: We need to extend some
of our trading concerns, such as the brick-
works. I am glad that the Honorary Min-
ister in charge has told the people who con-
trot the trade that there will he no abate-
nment of this policy. We arc already short
of requirements in bricks. Now that we
'have a sane and responsible Government I
believe our financial position will improve.
The Government consists of people who
realise their responsibilities to posterity.
'With rezardl to land settlement, there are
-many Western Australian boys who want
to go on the land hut cannot'get any land
to taike uip.

The Minister for Lands: We have none
suitable within a reasonable distance of a
railway.

Mr. HUGHES: The main policy of' the
late Government was one of land settle-
mient.

'Mr. Panton: It was the only policy.
Mr. HUGHES: It was supposed to be

their main policy, and it was a good
one if they lied carried it out. If we
could place on the land our own boys and
pien, who are thoroughly acelimatised
to the country and in most cases have
done a corsiderable amount of hard work,
they would be likely to prove far more suc-
cess;ful as settlers than the importations
from overseas. Our own people are used to

the outdoor life and to the class of work
they have to do on the land, whereas the
migrant, such as the settler who was once
an actor with *a Japanese troupe on the
Lo ndon. stage, has everything to learn.

Mr. Taylor: Did you get a photograph
Of him?7

'Mr. JIUGUHiS: The Australian has a bet-
ter chance than the man who has come from
a London music hall.

Mr. Thomson: Do you say we have a
Japanese settler!2

'Mr. HUGHES: No, but he came ftom a
Japanese troupe. I met him on the Peel
Estate. ife asked me to look over his block,
which apreared to be a mass of stumps. He
informed me that the wood cutters had gone
over it, and had chopped down all the trees
leaving nothing but the stumps. He esti-
wateil that hie would have to grub at least
7,1100 stumps. He told me that up to a
year or so before he had been an actor with
a Japanese trouipe on a London music hal
stage.

21r. Taylor: lie is on the wrong stump
110oW.

Mr. HUGHES: This settler was con-
fronted with a formidable task for one
whose life had been spent in the environ-
inent of a mnnsic hail. 'When he gets his
farm lie will be carrying a capital load of
not less thian £1I,000, and his chances of
sueccss are very smnall. There will have to
be a considerable amount of writing down
done with nearly all these settlers. We are
placing all these burdens on the newcomer,
but have negle&-ted to provide adequate
facilities for our Own people. This is sur-
prising in the face of the definite land set-
tlernent policy of the late Government. With
a practical farmer who has spent nearly
all his life on the land I have been to the
Landls Dci artment, and was unable to get
a black for him.

The 'Minister for Lands: 'We have no laud
near the railways.

Mr. HUGHES: That is not very credit-
able to the late Government.

The Minister for Leands: We have 28,000,000
acres of land alienated, and only 6,000,000
or 8,000,00 under cultivation.

Mr, HUGHES: It is an appalling state
of affairs. Had this happened during the
Labour regime we would have heard all
about it from members opposite. We are
alvna talking about getting0 p~eople Out Of
the city, buit we cannot get any land for
them to go to. I hope members opposite
will assist the Government in forcing into
cultivation the land alongside existing rail-
n-ays. The question of homes for the people
is of vital importance. The Workers' Homes
Act was brought down by the, Labour Gov-
ernment. Those who were fortunate enoligh
to get workers' homes wvere able to go
through all the period of rising rents, pay-
ing v-ery often less than hialif the average
rent charged to other peapie, and at the
same time gradually making Their homes
their own. If the Labour Party had con-
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ferred no other benefit upon the people,
this particular piece of legislation would
stand for ever as a monument to it.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pu.

Mr. HUGHES: Prior to the tea adjourn-
nment I was dealing with the workers' homes.
If the Labour Government had established
the wvorkers' homes system alone, that would]
have justified their existence and stood out
as a piece of legislation fur the benefit of
the people. As with other work dlone by the
Labour Party, our opponents decried our
,action regarding workers' homes. The
Workers' Homnes Boird is nothing more than
a trading concern, but we i,,cl that at the
end of the last financial year, after paying
the statutory sinking fund, it had an ;icca-
mulated profit of £6,806. In 1914 the then
Premier decided that there should be no
operations carried out under Part 3 of the
Act. That portion of the Act referred to
leasehold properties. It enabled a man with-
out any motney to procure a home for him-
s'lf, always providing that he was able to
raise the modest sum of £5, It was that
portion of the Act that really made the
workers' homes scheme. Under that section
the poorest wvorker in the community was
able to secure, a home, irrespective of
whether he had a block of land or not. Part
4 of the Act provided for the workers who
were sliebtly better off, for the men who
owned their own blocks and were able to
secure assistance to enable them to erect
their own homes. The Auditor General dli-
e1052s an extraordinary position regarding
tie accumulated profits of the board. Those
profits w-ere really a trust fund and the
money invested in the Workers' Homes
Board was lent to applicants, and as it wvas
repaid it was lent out again to fresh appli-
cants. Tn the Auditor General's report we
find this extraordinary statement:-

Profits earried by the Workers' Homes
Board to the 30th, June, 1923, amiountiag
to £6,806 12s. 9d. have been paid to the
Consolidlated Rcvenue Fund. There is no
direction in the WorkTer' Homes Act to
pay profits to State revenue.

That is an extriordinary thing for a Treas-
urer to do. The Auditor General puts it
mildly when he says there w'as no direction
in the Act to transfer profit to Consolidated
Revenue. Not only is there no direction
for such a course to he followed, but there
is no authority for it at oil. In transfer-
ring those proils to Consolidated Revenue,
the e-Colonial Treasurer did an illegal act.
While the transfer performed a useful func-
tion in that it reduced the deficit by an-
other £6,00(0, the fact remains that that
money rightly belongred to the Workers'
Home., Board and should have been rein-
vested in homes for the people. The proper
action for the present Treasurer to take is
tn nut through a transfer debiting the de-
ficit and re-crediting the Workers' Homes
Hoard with £6,806. We get back to the

samne position as with the sawmills. Next
year, if the Workers' Homes Board moke
a loss and the Treasurer makes an advance
to the board, they will be charged with in-
terest. The board, however, have not re-
eived a penny piece in respect of the pro-
fits transferred to Consolidated Revenue. I
trust the Government will proceed with the
workers' homes policy and re-institute Part

:so that we may push forward vigorously
with the scheme. I realise that say legis-
lation introduced to control rents will not
solve the problem of high rents. It will
tend to curl, rents, however, but the real
.solution is the nationalisation of housing an-
der which the Government will become the
landlord for the whole State. That is the
only way to abolish high rents. As it is,
with the material we have~ now Ind the men
available, we could not overtake the shortage
of houmes for many years to come. Side by
side with the workers' homes scheme, wre
must have a measure to control rents, includ-
ing the rental of existing premises. If we
do that, the time will come when, if the
people of Western Australia maintain their
political balance and keep Labour in power,
there will be no need for legislation of suec,
a description, owing to the number of houses
supplied through the Workers' Homes Board.

Mr. Taylor: There is no money to build
them.

MIr. HUGHES: Half a million pounds are
inves9ted in the Workers' Homes Board 's
funds and that money, as it is repaid, is
loaned afresh. for liew- homes. Of course
in his capacity as e-Speaker, I can under-
stand that the lion. member did not delve
into the mistakes of the lender of the party
to which hie belongs.

'Mr. Taylor: I know there is no money
.available for workers' homes because I have
been refused two or three times.

Mr, HUGHES: I am glad to find that
the applications made by the lion. member
wePre refused, because there are 14 acres in
East Perth containing what I regaord as the
finest building sites in the city, and I would
like to see a start made there. Thelion. men,-
her may know that £500,lOO is held in trust
by the board for the purpose of workers'
ho~mes, but he probably does not know that
although the hoard have had to pay 4!f or
5~ per cent, for the money during the regime
oO the Nationalist floverninent, the money
inad of being invested at anything from
5per cent, to 6 per cent., was invested in

Treasury hills at 4 per cent. That means to
say that the Workers' Haos Board had to
pay the Government 41'A per cent., but the
rovernment repaid them only 4 per cent.
If the ban. member had known of that he
would probably have accepted the suggestion
by the member for Cue (Mr. Chesson)
and hooped down from bis Chair to the
floor of the House to enter his protest.
The Workers' Homes Board has been treated
very -afairly. Tn spite of that fact, how-
ever. the board hare been able to show a
profit and that profit has been illegally
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transferred to revenue. Had the board re-
ceived proper treatment at the hands of the
past Government I have no doubt that a
muchi largter credit balance would have been
shown. The Labour Government have so
far been immune from criticism. I do not
approve of one action of the Oiovernruent
to date. I suggesit the Gove-rinent did
something that was wrong, miorally and
ethically, when in a recent ease they com-
muted a death sentence to one oif linril-
onment for the terni of the prisoner 's nat-
ural life. We know that sentences imposed
upon transgressors convicted of all sorts of
crimes have been comninuteil andi that the
death penalty has been commiuted] to life
imprisonment. In manny cases that life sen-
tence hasF run its course and the individual
has been released. I take the view that if a
man is imprisoned for the term of his nat-
ural liife., the prison then hecomnes ponitive
and not reformiative. If a man is convictefl
and is told that his sentence wilt extend for
the term of his natural ife, what ind-ce-
meot is there for him to reform? What
hope is there for a man in prison with a
s~etler covering the term of his natural
life hanging over him all the time? Such
a course would destroy any hope of reform,
No matter how motch a man may have erred
and transgresised the laws of society, what
hope is there under sruch circumnstancs; of
his reforming and becoming a deeent rii-
Zen?! If the Government believed that the
'ban was mentally deficient and not fit to
he at large the right place for suchb an mudi-
vidiinl is not the prison. There is a proper
plae in which he should be detained'

Hon. A. ff. Panton: But he would never
get out of that institution.

Mr. HUGHES: Even after serving an
ordinary life sentence, and in the event of
the individual being considered of unsound
mind, the Government need not release him,
but in su~ch circumnstances couild transfer him
to the Hospital for the Tnsane. I deplore
the fact 'that no matter howV much a man
may have transgressed the lRaw of society-

Mr. Tarlor: Do you call a cold-blooded
murder just tranagressing the laws of so-
ciety ?

Mr. HUGHiES: If there is any hope for
a man. hie should be given a chance to re-
form. It would not he the first time dint
muon have committed murders, have served
their sentences and have lived as decent citi-
tens subsequentlry

The Preujier: There is nothing to prevent
him being released by the Executive Council
later on if he has reformed, If this action
had not leen taken n wvould have had to be
released whether hie hadl reformed or not.

Mr. Taylor: The Government were very
lenient.

Mt. HUGHES: If a man were of unsound
atild the Government have the proper course
to adopt in placing him el1sewhere.

Mr-. Taylor:- Tn such cases the persons
have served the sentence passed upon them

by the court. Ta the instance you referred
to the prisoner. has not.

Mr. HUGHES: There have been any
number of cold-blooded murders in Western
Australia, arid the life sentences have not
been extended to cover the full term of the
individual's natural life. I 'regret to see
Western Australia going back to the con-
vict days and sentencing individuals to im-
F risoninent for the term of their natural
lives. Such a course holds out no hope for
such men, aind no matter how they may have
transgressed the laws, the fact remains that
20 years in prison may sober them down
and cause them to -reform. It the nmaia
there for the termi of his natural life, there
is no inducement for him to reformn.

The Premier: At any time hence the Gov-
ernment of the day can say whether or not
he is to lie released.

Mr. IITI.GHES: I cannot understand why
we should have taken that retrograde step.

The Premier: It was not a retrograde
step at all.

Mr. Davy: It was a very proper action.
Mr. Taylor:, And very lenient.
Mr. HUGHES: I do not think so. You

are making the prison a -purely punitive
measure.

.Mr. Taylor: What do you want, to wrapi
the prisoners in lavender I

Mr. HUGHES: No, nor do r want any
retrograde steps. If in 20 years' time tire
present Government are in power probably
they will release the man.

-Mr. Taylor: You will have changed your
views by that time.

Mr. HUJGHES: If the hon. member is
any criterion, the views of old age are dif -
ferent from those of our youth.

Mr. Taylor: There is a chance for you
ye t.

-Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member was not
always of the opinions he holds now; his
views have changed, and I only wish we
could think they had changed for the better.
I regret it was niecessary to go back to our
convict days and resuscitate a sentence that
took a lot of time and fighting to get rid.
of. Not long ago a Perth newspaper was
very prominent in playing the part of polie
spy anI bringing to book a fortune teller,
with the resuilt that he was fined ad chased
out of the State. Now I notice tat same
newvspaper is rurmnig a fortune telling
stunt for itself. Having chased one fortune
teller out of the State, that paper is pre-
pared to tell fortuiimes for all and sundry.
If it be an offence to tell fortunes, I should
like to know wheth'er the Commissioner of
Police intends to take action against that
paper. When a man is punished and driven
out of the State for telling fortunes, it is
1-nd poliry for the paper that drove hii out
to set uin in the same business the moment
he is gone. I hope the police will give atten-
tion to this.

Mr. George: Tt i3 a pity we did not con-
sult that. paper before the last elections.
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Mr. HUGHES: Yes, you might have got
some good] advice. Now I wish to say a few
words about the Kendenup Royal Comm 'is-
sion and the findings of the Commissioner,
Mr. Ross McDonald. There is no need for
me to go into details of that sordid adven-
ture that left such a trail or misery amongst
so Many unfortunate people. T compliment
Mr. McDonald on the energy and interest he
put into his taslk. Whilst not agreeing with
the whole of his findings, I realise that he
did his work conscientiously and came to
conclusions that be considered right. He
had a particularly odious task to perform,
and lie displayed great patience uinder very
trying circusmstances. Only his respect for
the legral profession, of which he is a mem-
boy, kept him from refusing to hear certain
counsel that appeared before the Commis-
sion. The moment the Commission was ap-
pointed, Mfr. DeGaris briefed a lawyer to
attend the Commission and do whatever hie
could to obstruct the Commission, to pre-
vent the Commission getting at the true
facts of the case. I was pleased to see that
reputable legal Armns did not allow them-
selves; to be engaged for that work. To
show the limits to which Mr. De Garis's
counsel went in order to obstruct the Com-
mission, T rMay say that as soon as the Com-
mission assemibled, under the cloak of the
privileges oxtended to the legal profession,'he committed an extraordinary breach and
made a personal attack on me. I have no
objection to that, because I feel that to be
attacked by that man is to gain the respect
of a large section of the people. When 'we
consider the lengths to which that man was
prepared to go, it is no wonder that a lot
of people have not much faith in the legal
profession. However, he is not a fair sample
Of the profelsion.

Mr. George: Who is the joker?
Mr. H4UG liES: I will tell you directly
4r. Taylor: He is not a joker at all, he

is a very serious Man1.

The Premier: When lawyers fall out,
other people come into their own.

Mr. Davy:. That tun prosecuted you for
assault, did he not?

Mr. HUGHrES: To show the tactics he
was prepared to adopt when briefed to
obstruct the Commission, he cnnme up here
and pleaded that he had not a copy of
Mr. Grogan 's report, and so was being
prejudiced in his defence. I gave bins my
own copy of that report in order that
whatever Mr. De Canis had to say should
be properly presented to the Commission.
When I met that lawyer in a tram edr he
asked me if I would approach the Govern-
ment to get him his expenses. T told him
I would do nothing of the sort. When,
later, hie made that 'attack on me before
the Cosniaissioner, I met him in the street
and told hinm he was a contemptible little
skunk.

Mr. Maley: He is a little chap, is heY

Mr. HUGHES: I did it deliberately, and
I am still 'of the same opinion. I have not
mest anyone in the State who differs xrom
mue in tis.

Mr. Taylor. You. told him to pull him-
self down to your weight, didn 't you?

Mr. HUGHES: To show the length to
which that man was prepared to go, I may
say he went into the police court and coni-
mitted perjury, deliberately swore that he
had never approached Ine to ask for his
expenses. When I was in the tram car
with him there was also present a member
of this House, now a Minister of the
Crown, who overheard the conversation.
However, that had escaped my memory,
and the Minister, as he now is, who conld
have testified to that lawyer's perjury,
was away in bis electorate, and so I was
not reminded of it until he came back.
That lawyer's own witnesses are prepared
to say that he went into the box and
swore what was false in order to gain a
conviction. 'When the Commissioner had
to deal with a lawyer like that, it is no
wonder that many matters were over-
looked. I have no personal fecling in this
matter.

'Mr. Richardson: We have just come to
the same conclusion.

Mr. HUGHES: By committing perjury
that lawyer was able to get a Conviction
recorded against me. Bot it did not stop
us from getting out a lot of information
through the Commission. It -was aimost
impossible for a witness to give his testi-
mony to the Commission. Before I had
attended a session, an boa, mnember sittiog
on the other side Of the House9 told Me
that every time a witness tried to say any-
thing this little lawyer wouldl put words
into his mouth if he were a favourable
witness, or browbeat him if lie were n-
favourable.

M1r. George: What was the Commnis-
sioner dloing?

Mr. hU(GHES: ;Mr. 3trflounld hail a very
hard task. He did his best to keep that
lawye-r in order, and ended up with a
threat of expulsion. I1 have a letter in
which the writer complains to me of the
saso thing, and says that before a witness
could answer a question, if he were a fav-
ourable witness the answer wat put into
his month, while if unfavourable he was
brow-beaten.

Mr. George: A good job I was not a
witness.

Mr. HUGHES- Yes, it is a good job for
that lawyer that you were iiot. I hope
the next Royal Commissioner that is asked
to allow counsel to attend before him will
want to be satisfied that the counsel is
there to assist, not to obstruct, the inquiry.

Mr. Taylor: The counisel you speak of is
highly respected in the profession.

-Mr. HUGHES: Who told you that?
Mr. Taylor: It is generally known.
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Mr. Davy: You are not gable to repeat
roar slanders of that gentleman ib any
place where you are not privileged.

Mr. HUGHES: lie was not game to
make his statements except under privi-
lege.

Mr. Davy; You have slandered him dis-
gracefully. You bare said be was guilty
of perjury. I say you are not game to
repeat those statements outside the House,
I challenge you to do it.

Nlr. HUGHES: Hie was not game to go
to the court and tell the truth. He went
to the court and committed perjury.

Mr. Davy: I challenge you to repeat
that in any place where you hare not the
privileges that you have here.

Mr. HUVGHES : Under privilege lie
slandered wie andl went into the court and
swore he had never approached me to get
his expensePs, which was untrue.

Mr. Mae('nllumi Smith: Why was he
not prosecuted?

'Mr. HUGHES: it was not my businesq
to pro~eritte him. I did not want anything
more to do with him.

'Mr. Davy' : B3ut you get behind a fence
and slander him.

Mr. HUGHES: lust as lie dlid.
Mr. George: Why follow a bad example?
MNr. HUGHES: Te not only slandered

me, but lie interefered with andl brow-beat
witnesses before the Commission.

Mr. Davy: He was not protected from
proseutioni for perjuiry.

JT. UGHEFS: That is a. pity.
Mr. Davy: Say that outside the House.
'Mr. HTT'GRFE. I am sayingr it here.
Mr. Davy: Where youi are safe in saying

,%r. HUGHIES: Just as he was safe in
slandering mue before the Commission and
safe in committing perjury before the
eonirt. I Ant sorry to see the- member for
West Perth standing for that sort of thing.

'Mr. ravy: I would stand uip for any
man slandered in this House when he baa
no remedy.

"Mr. TT.ES am sorry the hon.
Member qtands up for .a man like that.''.%r. A1 nc-Callum Smith: He was Dot
privile~er to commit perjinry.

Mr. HUGHES: He was privileged be-
fore the Commiss9ion to ;lander me.

Mr. Tnrlor: Nonsense!
Mr. HUGHES: And he wss privileged

in the court to ay what he liked. He
wert into the court and committed perjury
to have q couviction recorded against mie.

Mr. 'Richardson: Was he on oath!
Mr. HGHES:yes.

M.Nr. 'Richardson: Then you have your
remedyr.

M.\r. Taylor: Try your case ia the court,
not here.

'Mr. HUGHES: If a man is to be allowent
to abasre the pirile'xs of his profession,
T shall reply where I have the privilege to
reply to him.

Mr. Davy: You are going to abuse your
privilege too.

Mr. HUGH ES: I do not think the honn.
member approves of what that gentleman
did in the Police Court.

Mr. Davy: I amn not approving of it;
I am disapproving of what you are doing.

'Mr. HUGHES: I am not concerned about
that. I went before the Commission and
gave my testimony and took no advantage.
I went so far as to provide the other side
with a report in order that their case might
be properly presented. Yet w~herever privi-
lege could bec allowed, I waq made the sub-
jeet of these slanderous attacks. The Coin-
mis1sioner was asked to find whether there
had been ny (a) misrepresentation or
fraudulent misrepreseatation to the settlers
or debenture holders, (bi) criminal act on
the part of any person or persons concerned.
The ('onmnissioiner found-

(1) Whether the scheme of the settle-
ment was sound or notI there was no
fraud in the general conception of the
Kendenuip companies. (2) In the course
of the operations of the companies there
have been eases of misrepresentation re-
garding Kendenup as to (a) yields of
potatoes and onions; (b) roads., (f)
arrangements as to the erection of a
sucyar beet factory; (di) railway facili-
ties; (c) railway expenditure. Of these
(a) and (b) were madle by the company
recklessly in suich circumstances as to be
legally frauduItlent, but this finding must
he read in conjunction with the fact that
the settlers made no seriousc complaint as
to misrepresentations until after the cot-
lapw- of the compnies and their organ-
isation and market guarantee.

Ii hat does the Commissioner mean by
legally fraudunlent''? Are there two
classes of frauid? Cali a ina commit a
fraud that is within the law? T consider
that fraudl is fraud. It seems somewhat
vague to reiv that the company did some-
thing that was legall 'y fraudulent. The
( oninissioner might have been a little more
definite a4 to what he really meant. If
misrepresentations were nude and were
fraudulent, he should have found that th~ere
had been fraudulent misrepresentations.
It is raither strange that the moment the
Commissioner's report was issued, De Garis
telegraphed to him thanking him for having
found him not guilty. A great deal of
publicity was4 given to the fact and a state-
ment uy De Claris was pubhlished under the
h1eading , De Garis an Honest 'Man.'" It
is extraordinary that a Marl can regard as
a eulogy a finding that bie has been guilty
of fraudulent mnisrepresentation. That is
my reply to the people who say he was
found not guilty. It was proved at the
inniry that the companies were nothing
less than De Garis operating undler
the provisionS of oar Companies Art. The
finRing states that there was misrenresca-
tation in cireunistanees that were legally
fraudulent, and this man found guilty of
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fraudulent misrepresentation has the au-
dacity to publish a statement in the form
,of a eulogy. That does not say much for
'his code of honour. The Commissioner 's
I1nding continues-

(3) The Development Company has failed
to perform certain promises made by it
or on its behalf, in respect of (a) clear-
ing for settlers; (b) purchaWse of settlers'
timber; (c) employment of settlers.
These matters may amount to breaches
of contract but are not misrepresenta-
tions. (4) There was no mnisrepresena&
tions as to (a) water supply at Ken-
denup; (b) the settlers' pool of produce
formed on liquidation. (5) The sale of
Xendenkup by 'Mr. Edmunds to 'Mr. De
Caris wais not fraudulent. Mr. De Carls
dlid not participate in the profit made
by '.%r. Edmunds. Wendeaup may have
cost Mr. De Garis £50,000 as he repre-
sented to the Development Co., but he
has failed to advance satisfactory evi-
dence to thst effeet. If the cost to him
should be entablished by an audit to
have been less than £E50,000, he is or
would have been liable to refund the
difference to the Development Company.

That does not sound very much like a ver-
dict of not guilty. It amounts tn this, that
the statement may have been true but no
tevidlence to that effect was produced.

Mr. Thomsont: Do you know that Do
Canis has paid thousands of pounds in this
'State since, and is paying it noir?

Mr. HUGHES: I shall deal with that
presently. The Commissioner was unable
to get the books audited. They wvere in
such a hopeless state of confusion that all
his efforts to got them audited failed. N.ot
yet has there been say audit to show
whether the money was properly expendled.
'The Commissioner could not say whether
the money had been correctly expended. On
the price paid for the estate to Edmunds
the Commissioner says De Canis may have
paid the £50o,000, and that if he 'did not,
he ought to refund something to the Com-
pany. Does that sound anything like a
clearance that everything was satisfactorily
explained? The best that can be got out
'Of that is a verdict of ''not proven.'' I
say advisedly that 'Mr. McDonald Was un1-
able to ascertain whether the money re-
ceiv-ed by these people had been cor-
rectly accounted for. lie had three
different auditors on the work, and they
all told himn it was inipossible to make an
audit Of the- hooks- Yet, after a finding
like that Do Saris has the audacity
to publish a statement under the heading
of ''An Honest Man. There is one
important part in which I cisa'rree with
Mr. McDonald. When I was moving for the
appointment of the Royal Commission, 1
claimed that Edmunds was a man of straw
end a dummy in the hands of Do Canis. The
evidence proved that statement up to the
'hilt.

Mr. Thomson: I do not know that it did.

Mr. HEUGHIS: Probably the hon. mem-
ber has not seen the original agreemeat.
This is why I say Mr. McDonald should
not have accepted the Commission; he was
a member of the firm who drew up the first
agreement between De Garis and Edmunds.
There were two, agreements signed by Ed-
munds. On one the handwriting was very
firm and on the other the handwriting in-
dicated that the man was either on a sick
bed or "'as suffering some serious disability.
One witness admitted that the agreement
was signed when Edmunds was recovering
from a serious attack of D.T 'a I have no
desire to bring this matter forward, but it is
necessary to do so in order to show that my
contention was correct.

'Mr. Sampson: Is this a vendetta? Shall
wre never hear the end of it?

Mr. Thomson: What is to be gained by
continuing it

Mr. Sampson: They have no opportunity
to reply.

Mr. HUGHES: They have had their op-
portunity. The Royal Commission was ap-
Ipointed on my motion, and I am entitled to
deal with this matter on the Address-in-
reply.

Air. Thomson: Do Garis is paying all
these debts.

Mr. h-1UHES: If the bon. member will
only have patience, I will show how lhe 19
paying them. Thdse two agreemtents. were
signed in the office of the firm of which
Mr. McDonald wam a member, and the y
prove conclusively that my statement was
correct. M'r. McDonald intended to leave
that reference out of the evidence. I1 do not
say lie did it with any ulterior motive. J.
believe he did it with a desire to exclude
something that might be injurious to Ed-
mundis, and that it was done out of con-
sideration for the feelings of Edmunds. It
is necessary for me to mention it, however,
to show the accuracy of my origial state-
ment that Edmunds was entirely in the hands
of Do Saris. One man was simply a to'.
for the Other. As to whether there was any
criminal act on the part of any person, the
Commissioner says the evidence was not such
as to warrant a. finding under this heading.
There, again, there is simply the statement
that the evidence does not warrant a, con-
clusion. I venture to disagrree with 'Mr. Me-
Donald on that finding. 'Mr. Mc~onald has
found that there was fraudulent misrepre-
sentation On the part of the company. Now,
Section 420 of our Criminal Code is especi-
ailly designed to deal with people who pro-
mote companies and put forward false re-
presentations. The Section says:

Any person who, being a promoter, di-
rector, officer, or auditor of a. corporation
or company, either existing or intended to
be formed, make;, circulates, or publishes
er concurs in making, circulating, or pu-
lIqhing any written statement or account
which, in any material particular, is to his
knowledge f nice, with intent thereby to
effect any of the purposes following, that
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is to say :-(a) To deceive, or defraud any
member, shareholder, or creditor of the
corporation or company, whether a par-
ticular person or not; (b) To induce any
person, whether a particular person or
not, to become a member of, or to
entrust or advance any property to
the corporation or company, 9x to
enter into any security fur the kenefit
thereof; iq guilty of a crime, and is liable
to imprisonment with hard labour for
seven years. The orffender cannot be Ar-
rested without warrant.

I submit that that section applies to the
finding of Mr. McDonald that there wax
frauidulent misrepresentation. In the in-
terests of this State. and for the purpose of
showing that persons cannot come here and
play ducks and drakes with our people's
money, proceedings ought to he taken
against the persons concerned. They ought
to be made a warning example to others
similarly inclined. It should be made known
that our Criminal Code will be put into
operation against them. Then Mr. Mc-
Donald states in the summary appended
to his report-

The Development Company was formed
on the 24th November, 1920, with an au-
thorised capital of £200,000. Six contri-
buting shares were taken up. Its share
capital paid in cash at no time exceeded
£6. It procured its funds by flotation of
debentnres charged on its assets. 'It pur-
chased, subdivided, and partly sold, the
Kendenup estate. It went into voluntary
liquidation on the 9th March, 1923. The
Packing Company was formed on the 24th
March, 1921, for the purpose of contract-
ing to pntehase the settlers' produce at
guaranteed prices for periods from 10 to
15 years and marketing such produce. -The
ajiorised capital was £51,000; 1,507
shartis *ere taken np, and its. total paid
capital was £1,507. It went into voluntary
liquidation on the 2nd April, 1923.

The origiial shaireholders in the Packing
Company admitted in evidence that they had
not paid their £1 and had not subscribed
for a share in the companY, and that they
had no intention of pdrticipating in the
company. They simply signed the mnemoran-
dum in order to Allo the company to be
registered.

Mr. Davy: Every company is registered
in the same way.

Mr. HUGHES: Oh, there are mnanf' gest-
nine comranies ih this State. The bon.
member interiectinig knows that one is not
allowed to sign one's name to a memor-
andum and subscribe for a dummy share in

Mr. Davy! I have- signed scores of memor-
anda of association.

Mr. HflIHES: For the future protection
of the hou. mesnhpr I shall now read read
him a couple of sect ions of the Companies
Act.

Mr. Davy: Every lawyer, and every
lawyer's clerk, has done the sanme thing.

Mr. Corboy :. That is what one would ex-
Peet.

Mr. HUHES: 1 would commend to the
notice of the member for West Perth, who
is a lepn1 luminary, Section 9 of the Corn-
panics Act-

Any fiva or more persons associated for
any lawful purpose may, by subscribing
their names to a memorandum of assoc~ia-
tion and otherwise complying with the
requisitions of this Act in -respect of re-
gistration, form an incorporated company
with or without limited liability, or, as
to a company fornmed for mining pur-
poses, with no liability.

Any five person lawfully associated together
for a lawful purpose is what the Act eon-
templates. Dues the member for West Perth
contend that a gentleman who is going to
float a compan 'y with a capital of £15100,
which company is to guarantee to purchase
the produce of the Kendenup settlers for a
period of ten or 15 years, is lawfully asso-
elated, for that purpose with four dummy
shareholders?

Mr. Davy: It is quite lawful.
Mr. HUGHES: According to the bon.

member, any private person can float hinm-
self into a company by getting any Tom,
Dick, '6r Harry to sign a memorandum.

Mr. Davy: That is so.
Mr. HUGHES: Surely the hon. member

does not suggest that.
Mr. Davy: I say it is so. It is done every

day in the week except Sunday.
Mr. HUGHES: Then what is the object

of the provision thrat any five persons may
be associated for a lawful purpose? These
peoDple of the Packing Company were not
ascociated at all. Gee man was trading as
a private individual, and in ordier to take
advantage of the Companies Act he got
several. people to sign a ineroran' dum of
association. But those people had no inten-
tion of taking advantage of the Companies
A ct. I 'agree 'with the member for West
Perth that the liability was £1, but I am
astonished to hear him say that the practice
is to sign a conipanyis memorandum of
association with ant any intention of partici-
pating in the company.

Mr. Davy: ITt has always been the prae-
t ice.

Mr. HITCHES: In support of Section 9,
Section 13 provides-

As to all compaties having capital
divided into slatres. each subiscriber to the
memorandium shall take and subscribe for
one share at least, and shall write oppo-
site to his name the number of shares ho
takes.

If a man takes a share, ho becomes a share-
holder and accepts all the responsibilities
and takes all the privileges of a shareholder.
I know the law has never been enforced in
that respect.

Mr. Davy: The man's total liability in
that ease would be £1.
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Mr. HUGIHES; The Companies Acet pro-
vides by Section 183 penalties' for persons
who violate Sections 9 or 13--

If any statment, abstract, or docu-
ment or the particulars in any memnoran-
dum of association required by this Act
are false to the knowledge of any person
wbo signs the same, such person shall be
guilty of a misdemeanour and, being con-
victed thereof, shall be liable at the dis-
cretion of the court to be imprisoned,
with or without hard Labour, for any term
not axcceding three years, or to a penalty
not exceeding £100.

When those people signed that memorandum,
they coinmitted a breach of the Act, and
they should be prosecuted under it in order
to show them that they cannot do just as
they like. The member for West Perth
seems to have no regard toy the law. He
says, ''It's all right, we all do it, and the
fact of our doing it makes it right. We
lawyers are superior to Parliament. It- is
what we do that matters, not what Parlia-
ment prescribes.'' When the hon. member
has been here a few years, his class con-
sciousness may have developed sufficiently to
induce bim to stand up for Parliament.

Mr. Taylor: You will have the Minister
for Justice taking action to-morrow.

Mr, HUGHF.S: Rt would be in the inter-
ests of the State if be did.

Mr. Taylor: It is a good job we have a
layman as Minister for Justice. A lawyer
would never take action in this came.

Mr. HUGHES: Private traders have taken
advantage of the Companies Act to float
themselves into limited liability companies,
and in that way have been enabled to escape
taxation. I quoted such a ease during last
session. A man wade his wife and his seven
or eight children shareholders, with the re-
suit that no individual member of thecom-
pany had an income conrying a higher tax
rate t han Is. 3d.

Mr. Davy: The proposition you put is
not an abuse of the law, but a strict com-
pliance with the law.

Mr. HUGHES: probably what a layman
considers a proper use of the law is differ-
ent from what a lawyer would consider a
proper use. But I have known legal men
who called what I have de 'scribed, not a
compliance with the lanw, hut a" evasion
of the law, ani abuse of a privilege. If
that sort of thing is to be permitted, we
tony as well do away with tile Companies
Act altogether. For the honour of the
State, and for the benefit of the Western
Australian people, the Government ought
to take actioun in this Kendenup affair. I
hope the Mi ,nister for Justice will take
action under those sections of the Criminal
Code against the people conc ,erned. Mr.
McDonald has a finding which declares
that the sale from -Mr. Edmunds to Mr.
De Garis, and also the sale fromi Mr. De
Canis to the company, were bonja fide sales.
lie found that Mr. De Garis bought the
Kendenup land from Mr. Edmunds for his

own use, and not for the conmpany, On
the other hand, five transfers of land fronm
the 1lfssells distinctly declalre that the
lands were purchased by De Canis for and1

on behalf of the Kendemup Development
Company. If he bought those lands for
and on behalf of th 'e company, hie had no
right to sell them to the company. After
the estate had been bought for and on
behalf of the company, it was sold to the
company for £50,000 cash aod 15(1,000 fully
paid £1 shares. It is clear that that money
was misappropriated from the company.
He had no right to get that additiooal
£12,000 over and above what he paiO to
Edmunds for, the property. There is
another serious matter that Mr, McDonald
overlooked. The trustee declared-

All moneys to arise from thle sale of
debentures shall be expendeui, firstly in
payment of the balance owing in respect
of the purchase of the said (Kendenup)
lands and hareditaments anad other pro-
perty (i.e. the stock, plant and niaebi-
nery thereon) by the company from the
executors of the late John Frederick
Tasman Hassell, deceased.

These were debenturo prolfits, and one
half of the profits should have been -placed
in trust for the, payment of the debenture
holders. That was clearly stated in the
report, but it was not done. It was abso-
lutely ignored, and, if this is not a breach
of trust punishable under our laws, I do
not knew what is. Undoubtedly it was a
breach of the law, an! one that the -person
concerned should he made to answer for in
our? courts. By not paying that trust
money into a proper trust fund it was
clearly misappropriated, and the person
concerned should he made to answer for
it. There were a great many matters that
should have been dealt with by the Coin-
misisioner. The task was a herculean one,
and Mr. McDonald, who did his duty con-
scientiously, of course was quite satisfied
that his findings were correct. I appreciate
his efforts, and also the manner in which
he conducted the inquiry. Nothing coeld
have been more impartial. He had a try-
ing time, but I really think lie overlookedl
the points to which I have referred.
The question of responaibility of these
people, and the fraudulent misrepresenta-
tion certainly come under our Criminal
Code, and there were breaches committed
of various sections of our Cornpanies'
Act. The fact that trust funds were not
banked amounts to 'fraud. There seems
to have been ampie' evidence that there
was criminal intent, sadl regret that Mr.
MacDonald did not find in that direction.
Dealing now with the interjections of the
member for Katanaing (Mr. Thomson) wve
are told with a great flourish of trunipets
what Mr. De Canis paid off a 'fter leaving
Western Australia. It is a strange tuing.
Do Garis leaves the State stony broke,
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without a shilling in the world. He has a
mneeliag of his creditors and assigns his
estate. Immediately he gets to Melbourne
he opens up in a large suite of offices,
boasts about employing 35 former Ken-
denup settlers, and all this is done by a
man who, when ho left this State, had
nothing in the world. Thle audacity of the
man is beyond comprehension. The state-
menit is made now that a certain amount
of money has been paid ott-a suni of
£E42,1.00. How has, it been paid off? Not
in cash 1I Hero is his statemon t: -Persoail
debts completely paid off (as per list),
£5,834; personal debts, paid on account (as
per list) £4,753; Kendenup debentures
fully taken up at 20s. in the £E represent
£E2n4, 41. How were those debentures
taken up? De Garis did not pay cash for
them. What was proved in the report was
that the people who had debentures which
were worthless were paid off by De Garis
by being given blocks of land in Victoria.
De Garis said "I will give you a block of
land for your debeature." And as the
debentures were worthless a great number
of people took thle land that was offered
to themi.

Mr. Thomson: There are people in this
State who also got cash from De Garis.

Mr. AMac~illm Smith: I know of one
case where hie paid £ 1,700 out of £2,000
owing.

M r. HUGHES:- The debenrtures have been
surrendered for land- This is what the
Commiissioner had to say on that question-

According to the figures supplied by
Mr. De Garis he (or Mrs. V. NJ_ De Garis
onl his behalf) has since his insolvency
discharged by cash or contra liabilities
to an amount of £E6,871 from which legally
ho wYas released Ly his insolvency and, in
addition, had taken over from dlelentuire
holders (in order to reimburse them in
full) at par for cash, or in exchange for
land, debentures of a face value of
£14,450.
M Nr. Thomson- Sonic have received cash.
'Mr. HIUGHERS: Very few.
Mir. Thomsion: Oh, no!
M r. HUGHES: 'Most of them. Land has

been given for £28,000 north of debentures.
The people accepted the land. They had
no alternative. The debentures were worth
nothing, and even if each block of land was
worth only £1I that £1 would 'he worth more
than a debenture.

Mr. Sampson. That shows that hie had a
desire to do his best for those people.

Mr. HUGHES: I would advise the hon.
member, before he makes a statement about
the bonn-Oides of this individual, to have a
little chat with his own leader, who knows
a good deal about the Kendenup business.

Mfr. Sampson: I am not going to condemn
him when he is doing something.

Mr. HUGHES: It is a strange thing that
the first Payments by De Canis 'were not
made until notice had been given in this

House for the appointment of a Royal Com-
mission.

Mr. Sampson: There was not much time.
Mr. George: Anyhow, what does it all

matter!
The Premier: He will never recompense

the people down there whom he deluded.
Mir. HUIGH ES: The member for Katan-

ning interjected-what does it matter?
Well, does it miatter wvhen people comne here
and Bloat a company with £6 in rash?

Mr. Thomison: I did not say, 'What does
it nintth n?' 1 said that the man n-as in-
solvent, and to-day lit, is paying something
that according to law he needl not pay.

MNr. HUGHES9: Then it was the member
for 'Mirray-Wellington who made the inter-
jection.

MNr. George: What T meant was, that wve
have rend it all, and we know all about
it. Are you doing any good for the settlers?
If go, go on,

Alr. Hl1tIIIES: I anm hoping that soein
action will be taken. The Government
should take action under the Criminal Codle
to liut these people wihere they ought to be.

T'he Premit-r: lDe Garis wvired moe to take
up his burden. He declared if I did I would
lie a statesman for ever afterwards.

1ir. HUllGHTES: The audacity of these
people! Unfortunate]y thle people who in-
vcsted money in IMendenup were people of
the poorer class, and they wvere the people
who suffered. here is the kind of thing
that hurts. Let nc quote this instance: A
mn and his wife came to this State with a
modest £500. Tileyv invested it at Kende-
nup, and, after working f or three years, as
a result of this mnas machinations, the
woman and her child have had to sleep on
the floor.

The Premier:- Dozens of goldfields people
are in ai similar position.

'Mr. HUGHES: Is Parliament inclined to
allow an unscrupulouIs adventurer to do this
kind of thing, to stoirt a company with a
capital of £6, and give a guarantee that the
company would purchase produce for a per-
iod of 15 years? Even his own solicitor
was groggy about this.

Thle Premier: When his own solicitor
ra ised a point like that it must have been
pretty rotten.

Mr. HUGHTES: Yes, his own solicitor
said it was a hig undertaking, and De Canis
salved the solicitor 's conscience by saying,
"'I will take up a large number of these
shares.'' Then the solicitor drew up the
agreement to be submitted to the meeting
of directors, at which De G'anis was going
to take up 50,000 shares in order to give
the thing stability. If the whole affair was
not fraudulent misrepresentation I do not
know what is. Certainly there n-as a breach
of the Criminal Code, and it should be onr
duty to see that the law is put into operation.

The Premier: There is something wrong,
too, with the Company law if wec cannot do
so.
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Mr. HUGHES: I do not think Parlia-
meat shculd stand by without insisting that
people who commit frauds of this descrip-
tion are brought to book. The audacity of
these yeople is tesond comprehension. There
is another statement that I wish to read for
the inlornistion of the Ilouse. It is in the
form of a telegram that was sent to the
Premier. After the trail of misery IDe Canis
lef t in this State, which hie must have known
would follow after he started the company
with a vapitol of £3 with which to guarantee
the purchase of produce for 15 years, we
find hie sendIs this telegram to the Premier
of Western Australia:-

Honourable Collier, Premier Western
Australia. Seeding season approaching.
I am concerned about remaining re-
sident settlers whom I am anxious
to assist. Will you extend facilities
financial assistance Agricultural flaaK
or Jnduatries Assistance Board oa. set-
tiers' freehold titles? If so I will
arrange immediately pay off balance
owing to trustee by resident settlers
with debentures acquired during past ten
months;. Strongly recommend immediate
definite consideration because settlers re-
maining: at Kendeaup deserve assistance,
not only from myself, bat from Westra-
hian Government, and method suggested
is extremely practical; give-, them ini-
mediate encouragement, represents states-
manlike move your own part, and gives
Kendenup settlers some opportunity make
good.

Thqt telegram was for publicityv purposes.The Premier: That is why it was scat,
I suppose. Is it another ndvertising

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. He says, "Ken-
deinup rirserves assistance from the Coy-
erment."

The Premnier: Only a bounder such as
he is world sear] a telegram like that.

Mr. Ur1GIES: I hope he will attend
in persan at the Premier's office to get his
reply.

The Premier: I hope be does.
Mr. IHUGHES: Not only do the settlers

deserve attention at the bonds of the Cov-
ernment, hut the perpetrators of this busi-
ness deserve even more attention. lImagine
the aulacity of the man! Hle starts out
with £6 and induces people to put up alto-
gether something like £125,000 in cash, and
be got more still from the debenture hold-
ers. All this money has gone uip in smoke
and was not accounted for to the Commis-
sion. The books were in snch a state that
they could not be audited, and the Coin-
missioner, therefore, could not get to the
bottom of it. It is clear that someone bad
a rake-off somewhere. Are we the simple-
tons this man thinks we are? Are we to
believe that an individual who was "stony-
broke'' can now set up in a suite of offices
in Melbourne, and send three motor cars
to meet a settler from Kendlenup who pre-
ferred to walk rather than ride? This man,

then, has the confounded impertinence to
telegraph to the Premier requesting him to
make the Agricultural Bank available to
the Kendonup settlers. He says it would
he a statesmanlike act on the part of the
_rremier to do so. I think it would be the
act of a strong man if the Premier sent an
offcer in blue to Melbourne to bring this
person back to stand his trial in Perth.
The Premier would be doing a good set
if he showed these people that the State is
not to be exploited by persons of his class.
I do not think people in this State wilt be
caught for some time. If persons in the
Eastern States fall in, after the example
that has been set in Western Austzalia, it
will be tbeir own fault.

The Minister for Lands: If they can
give the Kendenup settlers their freehold
we will treat each case upon its merits.

Mr. 11UGHES: 'Mr. De Canis knows that,
The ox-Premier told him that if the settlers
could get their freehold, the Agricultural
Bank would deal with thenm as it would
xnith any other person. There is nothing
against the Kendenup settlers, for they are
net under a bann. I hope the Government
will use all the powers they possess under
the Criminal Code and the Companies Act
to bring these people to book, and will
place the Crown Law -Department at the
disposal of the settlers to fight an action
through the Supreme Court to see if they
cannot get some redress. The Commission
reported that these people were guilty of
iraudulent misrepresentation. This alone
should entitle the settlers to relief. The
Government should take action to bring the
offenders to justice. I have no personal
feelings in the matter. I went to Ken-
denup on a motion carried by a meeting
of the party to whiel. I belong, and in
reply to a request to the Premier from the
ese-ttlers. Having taken so much interest in

it, andt having suhmnitted to a great deal,
because I have been trying to get justice
for thes;e people, I thought it my duty to
make some conmments un the finidings of the
Royal Commission. I am not reflecting on

M.McDonald, but am exercising my right
to disagree with his findings. H~e was very
much perturbed by his task, which gave him
a great deal of worry, and lie had a hard
row to hoe. Tho thanks of Parliament and
the State are due to 'Mr. Le M~esunier for
the part he played in the matter. The
settlers had no legal representation on the
Commission and there was no person to
pay him any fees; unlike the other side
who were briefed with a handsome fee.
Not withstan ding this, Mr. 1* Mescurier
attended for hours before the Commission,
prosecuting the claims of the Kendeaup
people and eadleavonuring to get justice for
them, for which work he received no reward.
It was simply because he was asked to do
an by a friend that he attendled the Coin-
mission. For the good work he did bte
deserves the thanks of the State. When
be went to Melbourne he was briefed by
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the Government, because they realised that
to allow the Commission to sit there with-
out a solicitor to represent the settlers
would be a farce. Mr. Le Mesurier, for his
generous action in working in an honorary
capacity for the settlers, deserves the
gratitude of the State. But for his ser-
vices, iMr. McDonald would not have ob-
tained as much information as he did.

The Premier: I think the solicitor on
the other side acted in an honorary capa-
city!

Mr. HUGHES: le may have done so
but I v'ery much doubt it. I had his assur-
ancc i~hen he was briefed that his fee was
all right, and that it was a substantial one.
If it did not come to hand I should be
surp~rised.

Mr. George: You would not take his
word for anything?

Mr. HUGHES: I would be foolisb to
do so.-

M r. George: It looks like it.
Mr. HUGHES: After my experience of

him I would not take his word.
Mr. George: Perhaps he did not get the

fee.
Mr. HUGHES : I amn not concerned

about that. I know Mr. Le Meandrer re-
ceived no fee for the work he did before
the Cow-mission in Perth. Although the
Commissica is over and has delivered its
findings, we must think of the settlers at
Kendeaup. It would be a pity for the
State, and tragic for the settlers, that they
should have to walk out and leave their
improvements behind. If there is any way
through the law courts by which they eab
obtain the redrews they are entitled to, that
way should be taken. One way out is for
the debenture holders, who have also been
defrauded, to agree to waive their strict
legal rights and to have a reassessment of
the price of the land, so that they may
share the losses of the settlers. Tf the
debenture holders were prepared to accept
a reasonable appraisement and give the
settlers their freehold titles, perhaps the
Government could, through the Agricultoral
Bank, go to the assistance of the settleiri
and maintain them at Kendenup. I sug-
gest this means of overcoming the present
difficulty, if the machinery of the Supreme
Court fails to give the settlers the desired
redress. I have no wish to keep the Ken-
denup matter alive, but I have no regrets
thet r moved for the appointment of a
Royal Commission. The evidence has justi-
fed every statement I made. In connection
with our land laws, there is an important
question that is fully demonstrated in the
nendennp business. Apparently a man
ean sell a portion of a piece of land, and
It my he sold in good faith to the pur-
chaser. The purchaser is more or lean at
the mercy of people who are prepared to
take advasntage of the law. It has come
vinder myv notice that land has been put
up for sale, and that working people who
cannotr afford to buy it outright have paid

a deposit upon it and set about purchasing
it by instalments. Very often when thene
people have paid their full instalments they
find they cannot get a title because the
whole estate has been mortgaged to some-
one else. That happened in the Gosnells
estate and at Kendenup, and in one or two
other cases.

Mr. George: It happened in Victoria
during the land boom.

Air. HUtGHES: This shows a very seri-
ous defect in our land laws. We know the
legal maxim, 'Let the buyer take precau-
Hionw.'' It everyone waS Wvell versedI in
the law perhaps there would be some ex-
cuse, but people do not understand it. It
is often difficult to get lawyers to agree as
to n-hat in the law. How, then, can a lay-
man be expected to know? It is time the
matter was taken up so that the people may
be given some protection in these matters.
We could make it a criminal offence for
say person to sell land without first notify-
ing the purchaser of the exact conditions,
or we could amend the law so as to provide
that the Titles Office could take action the
minute they knew the land was being sold,
and notify the people buying it that there
was an, existing mortgage upon it. In
many cases the land, is sold in good faith.
The vendor or is agent wishes to dispose
of a property, and has an agreement with
the mortgagee that on thne full sum being
paid the mortgagee will discharge that
particular portion of the e~tatc. In the
course of time the money that is paid for
the estate goes to the wrong quarter, and
the person who pays in full for his block
and expects to get a title finds the mort-
gage still exists, and he cannot get his
title until that is discharged. This has
led to a great deal of unhappiness to a
large number of people. I hope the Min-
ister for Lands will give consideration to
that aspect of the law. No doubt an in-
vestigation by an officer of the Lands Dec-
partment would reveal many other cases of
the kind. If we get nothing more out of
the Itendenup Comnmission than an amend-
ment of the land laws to make it a crim-
inal offence for anyone to do this sort of
thing, the Commission will have proved of
value as a means of protecting the people
of the State from future dealings of this
kind.

Mr. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) [9.0]:
This is the first opportunity I hav-c had of
tendering to you, Sir, my congratulations
upon your elevation to the Speakership. 1
do this sincerely, becaume I realise that your
qualifications are such that you will fill the
position with dignity not only to yourselt
but to the House as well. I eenrmtulate
the Premier and these eacoiated with him
on the Treasury bench, and also the Hon-
orary Ministers. r always feel it is a mat,
ter for congratulation when ome's eol
leagues are,- deemed to be fit and prone?
am to administer the affairs of such a fine
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State as Western Australia. 1 also congratu-
late the Premier on the way he has allocated
his portfolios. It appears to me that he
has placed those who were selected by is
own party in the very positions for which
they are wecst fitted. .During the course of
the speech delivered by the member for
East Perth (Mr. Hughes), I was reminded
of an interjection that I think came from
the Premier, who said '"Our party speats
with one voice."' When the member for
East Perth was speaking I thought this must
be ''the one voice." I mkust admit that
ninny of the fine sentiments I had made up
my mind to expre.;s have been somewhat
dislocated by reason of the law we have had
delivered to us during the last half hour or
so. If I amt somewhat disconnected in my
remarks I am sure hon. meinles-s will give
nie credit tor even attempting to say some-
thing attnr listening to such a fine speech as
that of the member for East P'erth. As to
the Government party speaking with one
voice, I hope that is not so. If it were
so, I am rather afraid that if members ij
the Government side of the House hold the
same ideas regarding the farmers as does
the member for East Perth, then our far-
mers will not get a very fair deal.

Mr. Corboy: The farmers have no doubt
about the deal they will gut from us.

M1r. RICHARDSON: I firmly believe
that the Labour Party are just as anxious
to see every part of the State go ahead as
are membiers un the Opposition side of the
House, and therefore I have no fear under
that heading. H~on, members who were here
three years ago wsill remember that when 1
made liy first speech I said I was not a
party man and that no matter whether
measures or motions came from one side or
the other, I intended to use my own jndg-
ment as to how I should vote. I think I
can claim to have carried out that policy
during the past and I certainly intend to
continue doing so during the next three
years. The great problems before Parlia-
inat to-dayare referred to in the Governor's
Speech-mni gration, finance, and develop-
ment. The greater part of our development
policy is wrapped up in the group settle-
ment scheme. We are committed to thit
and we must carry it through. It was
pointed ont by the 'Minister for Lands in
hisq very able speech the other night-I think
every elector in Western Australia will be
pleased to have such an elaborate statement
lirrifl-t1ltl to them lieCanre it gin's a reason-
able idea of exaetly what has been going on
-lint the uRreenlent madle between Sir Jamesi
3tth'll :in' Vie Iltitisli and Fedleral Govern-
ments had occasioned much discussion. t
perused the agreement to-day very carefullyv,
and T am not quite sure in my own mind
whether the Minister for Land$ was correct
wheni he said we could charge only £1,000 to
the settlers on the land. There is room for
eseope under the agreement, aithoueh it is
fairly definite. I may not be qualified to
express an opinion as to whether the Min-

ister is correct or not, but I hope he Is
niot correct.

The Minister for Lands: I hope so, too.
iMr. RICHARDSO.N: I am sure the Min-

iter does. I think, however, there may be
a loophole for escape, but still the Minister
may he correct. The intention of the
Leader of the Opposition. when he made
the agreement is indicated in a. speech he
delivered in 1922. During the course of that
speech he told members of this Chamber that
the Gover'nment were not I relared to spjend
imore than £E1,000 on any block.

Mr. Corboy: Evidently Sir Jmes Mit-
chell expected to be able to do the job for
£1,000.

Mr. RICHARDSO'N: There is no doubt
about that.

The Minister for Lands: That is the
whole mistake.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Even supposing the
Minister's statement is correct, I cannot
blame the present Leader of the Opposition
altogether, because I would lay the blame
also at the doors of the officers who were
his advisers at that time.

M.Nr. Thomson: It is unfortunate to make
a charge against the officers without know-
ing the facts.

Mr. RfIARDSON:- I am saying it is
due to the advice of the officers -

Mr. Corboy: But the Minister must air
cept the responsibility.

Mr. RICHARDSON: 1 am not taking
away one iota of responsibility from the pre-
sent Leader of the Opposition, but if his
advisory officers informed him that blocks
could he settled for £1,000, then they most
take their share of the blame, too.

The Premier : Does the hon. member
realise that the agreement was signed in
England when the officers were not with
him?

Mr. ]RICHARDSON: 'But Sir Jamnes
Mitchell was well aware of that before he
went to England, for he had the figures4
before him. If the Premier will read Sir
James Mitchell 's address in this Chamber
in 1922, he will see that the Lender of the
Opposition was entirely cognisant of the
figures he was to place before the British
Government.

The Mfinister for Lands: I din not know
about the advices tl'o then Premier re-
ceived, but I do know that when "Mr. Colel-
hatch made a statement, the officers said
they did not know where the advice came
from.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I cannot cnneive
that a man who is so absolatelyI intense in
his desire to promote the -welfare Af this
State would make an agreement unless be
had advice from the officers who should
have known what the work would cost.

Mr. E. BR Johnston: Yon will find that
the officers know their job.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The Ministier for
Lands made another statement that the
Government had no authority to collect
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more than the interest they had actually
paid. I have looked through the agree-
merit a- 1 I cannot find any stpulatioa. to
that effe-t. The agreement merely makes
the Government responsible for the whole
of the interest and then part has to be
repaidI by the Federal and British Govern-
ments. I think the Minister is wrong in
his calculations.

Mr. Lutey: We hope so too, and he
hopes sn himself.

Mr. RICHIARDSON- : That is so. I know
the 'Minister is aaxiong that the group
settlemcnt scheme shall lie a success and
no one would feel it more keealy than the
Minister himself if the scheme were not
successful. I would remind the flouSe
agaqin uof the statement mnqde by Sir -Tames
3litchipll here in 11922 when hie said-

With regard to the interest oa the
£ir,('i 0,01 wh~ich is to bie advnneid, the
State will not pay it. It will be the
borrowers4 who will pay it.

Then lie also said that there would be a
M.3vIng of il-eet amounting to £1,200,000
and also that a saving of £1,000,000 on
account of fares was probable. That was
ni definite statement which showed it was
the intea'ion to elcarpe the whole of the
interest be4-apse he elaimed there would
lie a saving of £1,200,000.

The Premier: Sir Tanmes Mitchell Ire-
queietlv nca-e that statement and there is
no doubt what his intention -was.

Mr. II %RDSO'N: I am pointing out
F hat the ag~reement itself would imply that
the Government are justified in charging
up the whole of the interest because the
Government became responsible. It is
pointed out that each block had to be
developed at a cost of £C1,000. I am not

oneerned regarding the full interest, but
Uam econcerned regarding that charge of

£ 1,0(10.
The P-esnier: I do not think there is

a ny, doubt about that part of the agree-
ment, and the Leader of the Opposition
understood that all along.

Mr. RICHARDSON: He evidently had
sonme knowledgte, but I would not like to
commit myself on the point until I hear
what the Leader of the Opposition has to

The 'Minister for Lands: A statement
,.as made in a letter to the effect that the
'aterest paid by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment should go towards the losses.
That wai written 10 months before the
agreement was entered into.

Mr. Taylor: But that is not embodied in
the agreement.

Mr. RICHARDSON: No.
The Premier: That was the intention,

but it is not included in the agreement.
.%r. RICHARDSOIN: I know it is not

r'ontaiaed in the agreement, and I must
conifess I was somewhat alarmed when the
Minister made his statement. I Jacked

through the agreement carefully regarding
that point.

The Premier: There is no doubt about
the intention of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, but the fact remains that it is not
in the agreement,

Mr. EICHART)SOIN: There is nothing to
prevent the Government charging that int-
terest. I have been through the group
settlements and I say without hesitation
that they will prove successful. We must
watch carefully the expenditure. I notice
that the Government intend to appoint a-
RBoyal Commission. I have no objection to
that step, lint I do not consider that such
a body will find out exactly what the Goy-
ernuceat desire to know. After all, there
is only a circumscribed area within which
a Royal Commis'sion can move. I found
that out for zmyself as a member of such a
body. We secured evidence from one side
and evidence from the ether side, which
set tip a conflict of opinion. In view of
what the Minister for Lands has told us,.
T bielieve we shiould know where we stand.
We should have a general stocktaking all
round. Figures have been placed before
us tending to prove what I have always
contenided, namely, that we do not know
exactly where we stand. We do not know
what securities we hold, and what assets
are being built up through the expenditure
of the State's funds. Is it not possible to
treat this matter on the same basis as a
husiness? We know what the expenditure-
has been, hut can we ascertain what our
securities are? It is only right that the
Agricultural Bank and the Industries
Assistance Board should have lent mnoney
to the men on the land. We must assist
the farmer as much as possible. The
metropolitan area cannot survive if the
country people do aot prngre-s. Although
I amn a metropolitan member, I agree that
the Giovernmnent shiould give every reason-
able assistance to the people on the land.
I know the Government will extend that
assistance to the farmers and to the group
settlers. At the same time we should
ascertain exactly where we stand. Whilst
we have had statements placed before us
from time to time, we have never had any-
thing fromi the other able of the ledger. r
do not think there is one member who can
say what security we have. It would he
wise, while making an investigation, to
place the full details before Parliament
next session so that we shall know
exactly what has been done and
whether we arc likely to lose a con-
siderable amount of money or get
through with the scheme swimmingly.
-Now that the Government have started On
this investigation I hope they will not
allow it to finish with group settlements,.
but will let us know exactly how we stand
with the wheat farmers also. I could not
speak intelligently on this subject, because
I do not know both sides of it.
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The Premier: Very few people do know.
Mr. RICHARDSON: I am glad the Pre-

mier realises it, and I hope he will consider
my suggestion.

The Premier: I hope we shall have some
information before the session closes.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I an' glad to hear
that. Ministers might come down to the
House and say they had borrowed ten mul-
lions and had been devtloping the country
with it, but members would not know
whether the development had been wisely
conceived, and therefore could not speak in-
telligently on the subject. t hope the Gov-
ermnent will let us know the exact securi-
ties we hold for money loaned to farmers,
.and let us8 know also) the value of the asset
built up on the group settlements. Thea
we shall have some reason for declaring
whether we shall rote for further loan
funds, or endeavour to develop the country
in some other way.

The Premier:. There is an enormous suin
'in interest owing to the Government.

Mr, RICHARDSON:, I assure the Gov-
ernment they have my sympathy. I realise
that whichever Government may he in power,
they are up against a -financial giant.
Whether onl the Government side or in Op-
position, I consider it my duty to assist the
Government of thle day so that they may be
able to provide sufficient loan funds to carry
-on the work of the State If we hesitate in
our development policy, we are likely to
bring about an economic collapse. So I hope
every member will, by helpful suggestions,
assist the Government in getting through,
-so that the country shall not have a set-back.
It is to he regretted that the 'Minister for
Lands, has found occasion to reduce the num-
ber of migrants coming to our shores. He
-mnust have had good reason for it or hie
would not have taken that drastic step. No
mnenmber, save thfe Leader of the Opposition,
desires to see miigration coming to the State
more than does the Minister for Lands.

The MIinister for Lands: The migration
was stopped before I got here.

'Mr. RICHARDSON: I think you have
fuirther reduced it.

The M1inister for Lands:. And increased
dt; again to-day.

11r. RICHAR])SON: I am delighted to
hear it. That is indeed good news. Unless
we continue a stream of migration of the
right sort, men prepared to go out on the
land, wve are likely to sustain an economic
set-hack.

Mr. Clydesdnle: The right sort ia pretty
-hard to obtain.

Mr. RICHARDSON: But we get some.
Mr. Clydesdnle: And some of the others.
XMr. Taylor: Many others.
Mr, Clydesdale: That is so.
Mr. RICHARDSON: I am pleased to

know that the Government are likely to en-
force closer settlement. Probably this is
-aimed at lands adjoining railways: We are
-told it is proposed to bring in a land tax

on unimproved values. The suggestion has
been made that all moneys so collected
should be devoted to a reduction of railway
freights and fares. However, there are other
equally good objects to which some of that
money could le devoted. Quite one half the
1-evence from the tax will be collected be-
tween M.Nidland Junction and South Fre-
mantle. If the people of the metropolitan
area are to contribute half the revenue to
be collected under that tax, it is scarcely
logical that the whole of it should go to re-
lieve people in the country.

The Premier: -No other place in thle State
benefits so much from primary industries as
does the city.

Mr. RICHARDSON: But to-day we are
too highly taxed on incomes. J have advo-
cated the raising of the exemption to £200.
I supported the Premier, then Leader of the
O'[Position, in that contention. We nerc
dfleated, but we got thle exemption raiswil
to £200.

The Premier: It is very reasonable now.
Mr, RICHIARDSON: )But not quite reas-

onable enough. A mnarried man receiving-
£250 cannot afford to pay incomue tax.

The Premier: That argument is peculiar
to your side of the House, no matter who
sits there.

Mr, RICHARDSON: And we have high
taxation on large incomes.

The Premier: Yes, I know. I am feeling
that pretty severely.

Mr, RICHARDSON: By high taxation on
large incomies we are forcing capital out
of the State. That is not good for the
State. Therefore I think the Government
might give attention to it. We cannot get
capital into our secondary industries, and we
have difficulty in getting capital to invest
in our lands.

'Mr. Clydesdale: There is more capital
coming into our lands to-day than ever
bef ore.

Mr, RICHARDSON: Still, we have some
difficulty in getting men to invest in our
lands.

'Mr, Clydcsdale: We hav-e much great~r
difliculty in obtaining the land for them.

Mr. RICHARDSON: 'Many men of cap-
ital have left the goldields and gone farm-
lug in the Eastern States rather than farm
in Western Australia; not because they are
afraid of the land here, but because they
fear the income tax. It is not good for the
Sitale that, while paying thousands of pounds
bringinig migrants here we allow men with
capital to leave the State.

MNr. -Heron: There is more money coming
in here from South Australia than there has
been for many years past.

The Premier: That is because we have a
better Labour Government here than tbey
have over there.

'Mr. RICHARDSON: We are losing cap-
ital that would otherwise be invested in sec-
ondary industries in the metropolitan area.
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The Premier: It is dumping that the see.
ondary industries are up against.

Mr. RICHARDSON: But any "'an wish-
ing to invest in secondary industries will
go to the Eastern States; primarily because
he can dump from the Eastern States, and
secondly because if he made as much money
here as lie will make in the Eastern States
he would have to pay a very high rate of
income tat. These things are driving
capital out of the State. If the Gov-ernment are going to Apl~Py A tax on unim-
proved values, some at least of the money
collected should go to relieve those paying
income tax, firs4t byr removing the iniquit-
ous supertax, then by raising the exemp-
tion to £250, and afterwards by making
reductions in other directions.

The Premvier: What is to become of the
finances of the State I Half our total rev-
euet goes to meet the interest bill.

Mr. RICHARDSON: If the Premier is
going to impose this land tax with the
object of raising revenue and expendiag
that revenue, I do not think we shall gain
very much out of the tax.

The Premier: We are not going to do
that.

Mr. RICHARDSON: It would be interest-
ing to know the Treasurer's intentions.

The Premier: I cannot reveal them until
I bring in the Bill, but I can assure the
hon. member it will be a flawless measure.

Mr. RICHARDSON: At present we
have 124 group settlements, embracing 8,776
persons. I hope nothing will be Allowed
to interfere with the continuation of those
groups. Even if, as the Minister suggests,
we Are to lose £700 on each block, we shall
have to stand behind the Government and
nsnist them.

The Pruenier: What, to the full, extent
of 6,000 settlers!

Mr. RICHARDSON: We cannot, do that
with the money we hayve cominig from the
British and Commonwealth Governwents.
We shall have to stand behind the Govern-
ment in order that they may do the best
they can to prevent the groups gettbng a
setback.

The Minister for Lands: There will be
no necessity to do that. If, the new agree-
ment does not come, we can get the Vic-
torian agreement.-

Mr. RICHARDSON:; The Victorian
agreement is very much better tlian the
one-we have.

The Minister for Lands: Well, that one
is promised to us.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The Commonwealth
agreement is not very much betaci than
the one we have. I do not think it is
going to relieve us at all. I hope the
Commonwealth agreement will be set
aside, and that we shall come under the
Victorian agreement.

The Minister for Lands: As soon as we
have that, we shall be all right.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Ip the meantime it
is the duty of every member to assist the
government to carry out group settlement.
It has been said that the Leader of the
Opposition has done nothing for the agri-
cultural industry. Since the member for
Guildford (Hon. W. D. Johnson) made
that statonment, it has been vigorously
combated oa both sides of the House.
Memnbers have shown that the Leader of
the Opposition was a very true friend to
the farmers and that his development
policy was one of the best ever known in
Western Australia. I realise that when
the Labour Government were in power
they did a great deal for the farmers. Tt
would be idle hypocrisy to contend other-
wise. During their term of office from
1912 to 1916 they spent £12,738,000, and
oat of that they loaned to the farmers
£2,017,000. The Mitchell Government from
1919 to 1923 spent £11,093,94S, and loans
to farmers, including ,soldier settlers,
amounted to £6,986,487.

The Minister for Launds: The great pro-
portion of that was used for buying land.

Mr. RICHARDSON: T know the condi-
tions were entirely different from those
that prevailed during the Labour regime,
but it goes to show that the Mitchell Gov-
erment did spend money in the country
areas, and therefore it cannot be con-
tended they were not friends of the coun-
try people. While the Labour Government
did much during their term, the Mitchell
Government did considerably more, though
I admit that different conditions prevailed.

The Premier: The figures are not com-
parable.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am fair enough
to admit that. Practically three times as
much was loaned during the term of the
Mitchell Government as during that of
the Scaddan Government. This, however,
is no indication that the Labour Govern-
ment did not advance sufficient during
their four years of office. I admit that
soldier settlement made a big difference.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: Nearly the whole of
the expenditure on public works during
the time of the Scaddai. Government wvas
for the building of agricultural railways.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am pleased that
considerable areas in the groups are now
under pasture. There is no doubt that
the dairying industry in Western Australia
will pay. I am very dubious as to the
ability of the Government to finance the
scheme if the present agreement be car-
ried out to the letter. But even if each
block does cost £1,700, that will not
eventually militate against the success of
the group settlement.

The Minister for La~ds: It will mean an
additional £4,200,000.

Mr. RICHARDSON:~ But if we can raise
that money, I am sure f he group settlements
will be a success. The dairying iadustry
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will pay, and it ca be carried oa in the
South-West as well as in any other part of
Australia. We have the land and the right
dlins tic conditions, and it is all a question
now of whether the Government will be able
to finance the settlers until they can hring
their holdings into production. We on the
Opposition side must assist the Government
in every possible way. If the dairying in-
dustry gets a fair start, pig raising will
be engaged in, and following that we shall
have a large poultry industry too. It will be
worth while even att f1,700~ per block, pro-
vided the money can be found by the Gov-
eranment.'

Mr. E. B. Johnston: What if we can
charge settlers only 91,0001

Mr. RICHARDSON: It is the duty of
members on this side of the H-ouse to assist
the Government in every possible way. I
amt satisfied holdings will be payable pro-
positions even at £E1,700 a block. Now wve
are committed to group setlenients, it is
necessary to carry on the scheme.

Mr. E. D. Johnston: Would you make
group settlers a present of £700 each?

Mr. RICHARDSON: 1 am nut going to
commit myself as to whether that is neces-
sary, but if it to necessary, we shall have'
to make a new agreement in respect to
future blocks.

The Premier: We cannot go ahead on
that,

Mr. RICHARDSON: That is so; it is an
impossibility. I cannot see how the Gov-
ernnient are going to finance it. They will
certainly experience great difficulty in ifinanc-
iug lahat is left over from the present
groups. No donht sonic Government of the
future will reap the benefit of what will
cost the present Premier many a headache.
I intend to support the Premier to pass aCloser Settlement Bill. in years gone by
we have gone too far afield for land, while
millions of acres of land in proximity to
our railways lave been locked up. Three
years ago I1 was chiallenged on my statement
that millions of acres of land were locked
up, and was told there were -not 20,000 acres
lying idle alongside existing railways. f
repent my statement that there are miillions
of acres that meeit be brought under pro-
duction and the only way to attain that end
is he means of taxation.

M~r. E. B. Johnston: Where is that land?
Mr. RICHARDSON: Tins not the hon.

member travelled and seen it?
Mr. I,. B. Johnston: I have seen most of

it improved.
MN.r. 'RICHARDSONT: I have seen millions

of acres of good landl unimproved. If I hnd
a map I would indicste it for the hon.
member, who is representing the farmers'
party in this House and yet dloes not know
where this idle land is.

Mr. Taylor: And deputy leader at that?
Mr. Clydesdale: Some of it is near Peren-

jori.
Mr. E. B. Johnston: I have none there.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I cannot discuss the
measure, -because we have not yet been in-
formed of the principles involved, but I take
it the Government have one object in view,
namely, to bring the idle lands under prod no-
tion so that we shall hare closer settlement
and secure increased revenue from the rail-
ways.

The Premier: We can place migrants on
lend in the wheat belt for £i,000.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And with far better
prospects, too.

The Premier: Yes.
Mr. BICHIARSON: The Premier will re-

quire a new agreement to do that because
the present agreement applies to land sit-
uated below a line drawn from Albany to
flunbury.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It is a South-West
and riot a Wes tern Australian agreemtent.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Tiher is so. It
would be most useful if we could secure land
for migrants along existing railways under
a Closer Settlement Bill. We would got
production much quicker is. that way, and
it would assist the railways considerably.
Funds would return to the Treasury much
more quickly than from the South-West
propositions. I (10 net decry the South-
West propositions and I say to some mem-
bers on my side of the House that it is
wrong to decry these group settlements sin-
ply because we have not get ether proposi-
tions going at present. Let us push ahiead
with settlement in time agricultural areas
and also in time North-West. I hope the
G~overnnment will carefully consider the
claims of the North-West. There is no
doubt that markets can be found for every-
thing grown in the North-West, and I be-
lieve it wvould be a cheap proposition to set-
tle people up there. We hear from members
ivho know the couatry of its great possibili-
ties. The Premier will perhaps wonder
where he is going to find all the money that
will be necessary. Of course these schemes
cannot be carried out in a day, but we may
go along surely if slowly. I think it would
be a bietter proposition once we finished with
group settlements in the South-West end are
considering further settlements--

Mr. (lydesd ale: Neither of os will be
alive then.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I hope to live that
long, but of course I am not so old as is
the member for Canning. I hope that when
fuiture schbemes9 of settlement are proposed,

-each portion of the Slate will be given a fair
share. It is not wise to put all our eggs
in one basket. If we had a failure of the t
wheat crops this year, we would he practi-
eally done. Our dairying induistry is not
far tonugh advanced and we have'tin other
industrY capable of taking the place of
wheat growing and keeping us afloat until
next harvest. Because of that I advocate
schemes of settlement in thme agricultural
areas, the South-West and the Nurth-Weat.
Instead of spending the whole of the money
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in one part of the State, let us split it up
and gradually dvelop, the whole of the
State. The Government propose to appoint
a Royal C'ommission to inquire into the mint-
iug industry. At first this appealed to rue
as being *a rather peculiar proposal. I
looked around the Government benches and
counted 16 members reprt-Siiting mining dis
tricts, and it flpp'-aled to me as being somte-
wvhat in the nature of on admoission that
they were not quite alive to what is
necessary to secure a revival of mining.
I do not know that it is so. I hope
members representing mining districts are
fully alive to the needs of the industry.
Seeing that the premier represents one ot
the most i ealthy M'ining districts, however,
he must have sonic good reason for wishing
to app oint a Royval Commission. I an, rather
optimistic regarding the future of mining in
Western Australia. I do not think we arc
likely, to find another Golden Mile, but I be-
lieve there is plenty of gold scattered about
the auriferous areas, and] that any Govern-
snent would be justified in promoting the
industry as far as lay in its power. It is
all a question of finance. We cannot eon-
sider the mining industry in the same light
that we would consider making advances
to farmers. There is no tangible asset
in mining. Therefore it becomes a matter
not of businesis but of the personal equation.
If the Government are satisfied that a pros-
pector is genuine and is going out on a po
perly equipped prospecting tour, the personal
eqpuation niust appeal to them. There may
he indications on the surface; but such in-
dications have appeared in many cases with-
out anything being found on sinking. Be-
cause of that, the Government must expect
to mnake some losses when advancing money
on mining propositions. The matter is not
one that can be treated on strictly business
lines. That is utterly impossible. When
advancing to farmers, one knows exactly
wThat assets the borrowers have. One can
see what there is to advance upon, and one
advances up to a certain amount. But in
mining it is a matter of the personal equa-
tion. On this aspect I have often been chal-
lenged by men who have said to me, t"IFire
hundred pounds have been advanced on this
proposition, and there isn 't five pounds to
show for it.'' I have replied that in mining
it is impossible to advance on anything ex-
cept the Personal equation. Because of that
consideration, I do hope the Government will
render every reasonable assistance. I also
trust th at the Royal Commission, if ap-
pointed, will consist of experts. I feel that
members on both sides of the Chamber are
well aware of the difficulties which have con-
fronted prospectors and mining men gener-
ally during the past seven or eight years.
Taxation, needless to say, is one, and the
high cost of explosives another. But many
more factors could be mentioned. Still, hon.
members know all about these things. A
Royal Commission of experts could go into
the question from the geological aspect and
otherwise, and furnish recommendations

wvhich would be of real help to the mining
industry. What the industry is languishing!
for is a little support. To give that sup-
port is well worth while, because in mining
there is always the possibility of striking
something big. But what must always be
borne in mind is that even a large mine is a
diminishing asset. Doubtless many members,
like myself, have occasion to remember that
s,,lt-acid indications may prove fallacious.
Someone says hoe has a real bonanza, and we
put a few pounds into the show, only to
find, eventually, that there is no goll in it.
I trust the premier Will lose no time in ap-
pointing the (huimission. Let us get busy
on the mining industry, because, failing help,
that industry is likely to fall flat in a short
sipace of time- ver flat indeed. It is gen-
e'rally recognised that goldfields people are
optinmistic, hut during say latest trips to the
fields I have observed in the residents a ten-
sleney towards pessimism. Therefore it be-
bores the Government to take immediate
action, whsichi would at all events have the
good effect of letting our goldfields friends
know that the State is standing behind them
in their efforts to help the goldinin-
jog indusntry through. I observe tl-at
thec Government Propiose to bring down
a Fair Rents Bill. My opinions on
that subjet are well-known. Thrive al-
ready have I spoken in favour of the
estalishment of a fair rents yonrt. I
realise the great difficulty of drafting a
measure that will be equitable to all parties
concerned. A suggestion I would press on
the attention of the Government is that their
Hill must not carry any risk of doing away
with the speculative builder, who is a highly
valuable asset to the residents of the metro-
politan area. He builds houses cheaply be-
cause the principal labour lie employs is
his own. As a result he is able to sell houses
cheaply and let them cheaply. The enact-
mient of the last Fair Rents Bill introduced
would have proved disastrous, because it
would have prevented further ''spec'' build-
ing. since tlse measure as drafted left the
''spec'' builder without hope of realising
even the small profit that contents him. 1
trust the "'spec" building phase will be
carefully Watched by the Government. The
Governor's Speech mentions a Drainage Bill.
I do not for a moment assume that the
measure will take in the metropolitan area,.
but T would press on the Government's notice
die absolute need for immediately thinking
-let me put it that way-of comrmencing a
comprehensive drainage scheme for that area.
During the past few years the water
level has been steadily rising, and it is
now six or seven feet higher in the metro-
politan area than it was, say, 25 years ago.
We know that in various srnots the rise of
water has made it impossible for people to
live in their houses. Ia that connection
the late Government were mulct in heavy
compensation to the residents of a part of
my electorate. Another part of it is being-
gradually washed out. The local authori-
ties apparently have no means of ridding
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their areas of storm waters except to lead
them into the Shenton Park lake. As a
consequenace residents in the neiglbho'ir-
bond of the take will be flooded out after
the lapse of another year or two. This
condition of things prevails not only in
my electorate, but in practically all the
metropolitan districts; and therefore I
earnestly request Ministers to consider a
drainage scheme covering the entire metro-
politan area. I trust that in the near
future matters of purely local interest
within that area will ho placed under the
control of a board, the members of which
should be drawn from the local authorities
affected.

The Premier: Ilear, hear! I will gladly
band such matters over.

Mr. RCCHABDSON: Doubtless the Pre-
mlier will be pleased to relieve himself of
those responsibilities. There are some
phases of municipal matters with regard to
which I would have been glad to have my
own w-ar as a councillor 15 or 16 years ago.
At that time there was an excellent oppor-
tuaitv to municipalise the tranmways, and
I trust I may be permitted to say that I
was the first councillor in the metropolitan
area to move in that direction. However,
the Government of the day stepped in and
took the tramnways over. Various consid-
erations arise on the proposal to hand over
Such utilities to a board. One considera-
tion which is frequently urged, but which
in my opinion has no application, is that
on such a board the larger bodies will
swamp the smaller. 'Means could he devised
of affordine all parties equitable repro-
senttion. Seeing that the matters in ques-
lion are of purely local interest, within the
metropolitan areai, they are nmore likely to
be dealt with speedily and effectively by
such a board than by any Government,
whether National, Liberal, or Labour. The
board's finctions would be restricted to
various public utilities wvhich are all of a
reproductive nature. If founded on an
economical basis, those utilities would he
made to pay under the management of a
board ; and incidentally the Government
would] be relieved of matters which are not
of immediate importance to them. There-
fore I urge that especially water supply,
sewerage, and drainage should be handed
over as speedily as possible to a metro-
polita board of works. I am pleased to
learn that the Government are about to
introduce a Bill to amend the Industrial
Arbitration Act. I am prepared to give
the Gtovernmient eve"- assistance in my
power towards bringing about a conditioni
of things that will enable the unions to get
before the Arbitration tribunal promptly.
rajions hare been blamed for striking, but
many strikes have been due to inability
to get before the Arbitration Court
and obtain a hearing there. For my part
I fail to see any real reason for the con-
gestion of business in the Arbitration
Court. I hold that in that court there is

brought forv ard a good deal of matter
that is not germane to the issues. The
practice of introducing what is really ir-
relevant matter has grown up in that court,
and is still expanding.

The Premier: Under the existing Act it
is unavoidable.

'Mr. RICHARDSO'N: A masi of verbiage
without any bearing on the issues is uttered
in the Arbitration Court, and so eases are
dragged out. While the Government are
amending the Industrial Arbitration Act,
they ought to see that that sort of thing
is cut out in future. I nam prepared to
assist them in that direction. There is
also to be a BAill to amend the Municipalli-
ties Act. In drafting that measure I hope
the Government will consider the advisable-
ness of empowering, municipalities to rate
on the uoniprorci value of land. I feel
sure that that system has the Premier's
syniliathiv. Its introduction ii desired by
every municipality, I know. I fail to under-
Atint wily it is held lip. Perhaps it was
overlooked when an amendment of the
Road flietriets Act was passed a few years
apgo. I believe the ratepayers in the metro'
politan area, as well as the municipal coun-
cils, want that system of rating, which,
indeed, would meet with a great deal of
approval throughout the State. Then there
is the qioestioa of water supply. In my
district there is a fairly good supply. I
am pleased to know that the present Gov-
ernment propose to extend operations in
this respect on the lineq soegested by the
member for Murray -Wellington (Mr.
George), namely, to lift the S-inch main to
Claremont and replace it by a 12-inch main.
Flome years ago I suggested this course.
On the higher parts of Nedlands the resi-
dents, during the summer months are comn-
pelled to go for as long as five days with-
out a drop of water. Tt has been a posi-
tive scandal. I may say that I know some-
thing about water pressure, which subject
I have had occasion to study. In my
opinion it will be necessary for the Gov-
ernment in the near future to give consid-
eration to the re-reticulation of the greater
part of the metropolitan area. E-ven, with
a 30-inch main running fronm Mt. Eliza to
Claremont, the people in the more elevated
,,art. of Nedland, will not be too sure of
sufficient water during the greater part of
the slmmner. The reticulation there is by
means of very small mains. Unless those
localities are re-reticulated with larger
mains, it will not be possible to send
tl rough the volume of water necessary to
give the residents an adequate supply, or
at times even a small supply. I know the
Government are pushed for money. Per-
haps I should say that the late Government
were pushed and that the present Govern-
ment will be. However, for a scheme of
this sort I feel justified in asking the Gov-
ernment to consider the possibility of rais-
lag the necessary funds. If they cannot
see their way to re-reticulate the higher
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portions of Nedlands, then I urge en the
minister for Works the plan of ctting off
at different times the water in different
parts of the district. That expedient has
already been adopted on various occasions
with the object of building uip a reserve
of water for the people on the higher
lands, who otherwise would not have
been able to get any water. Temporary
cutting off on the low lands gives the
higher lands n chance of securing a supply.
rnfortnately the Minister for 'Works

i- not present; but perhaps he will read
my speech in ''Hansard,'' and if so
I don ask him to consider the possibility of
devising a scheme whereby the residents
of the higher districts of Nedlands may
be granted the use of water flowing from
Nedlands through a 30-inch masin, and thus
be given a chance of securing an adequate
supply of the prime necessary of life.
Like the member f or Leederville (Mr.
Millington), I regretted to hear the Min-
ister for Railways declare that no tram-
way extensions were to be undertaken dur-
ing the financial year. I desire to be fair,
and I realise that the Government have
to take into consideration the question of
motor bull traffic. I know many places
where tramway extensions, if provided,
would become payable immediately. Hav-
ing determined upon that course, I know
the Government will not go back on their
declaration, but I trust that at the end
of the present financial year they will take
into consideration extensions that will be
payable from the inception. If the people
are prepared to pay for the service, I see
no reason why the Government should not
go on with the work. I am in sympathy
with the Government when they refuse to
provide tramway facilities to places where
it is not likely the system will be payable
for same, time to come. The Government
cannot afford to undertake such works..
At the present time it is better for the
Government to go in for motor buses and
test districts out until they are convinced1
that a tramway will pay. There are many
places where a motor bus would pay but
where a tramway Would Show a loss.

Mr. Clydesdale; Are you in favour of
the Government running the buses them-
selves?

Ilr. RICHARDSON: No, not at present.
Mr. Clydesdale: Why?
Mr. RTCHARDSONT, I think the Gov-

ernment should let men prepared to put
their money into motor buses do so for
the present.

Mr. Clydesdale: And wbo will pay for
the upkeep of the roads?

Mr. RICHARDSON: That can be recti-
fied. It is not insuperable. I know that
if it is found that the roads are cut up
by the motor buses the Government will
take action because the municipal councils
and the road hoards will he on the door-
step of the Minister for Works very

promptly. Furthermore, if the motor buses
do such damage to the roads, it is easy to
tax the proprietors of those conveynesn.
For the time being, however, I do not
know that the Government are justified in
going in for enterprises that they are Dot
sure abolt. It is better to wait for a
while.

Mr. fllydesdale: In Sydney, Melbourne,
and Adelaide they are running motor
buses.

Mr. RICHARDSON: A number of pri-
vate companies are running buses there.

The Minister for Railways: And if they
will not provide an adequate service, what
thqnt

Mr. RICHARDSON :The Government
then are justified in stepping in and pro-
vidling an adequate service. That is the
position in a nutshell. One or two ques-
tins have been dealt with, and I probably
would not have referred to them, but for the
fact that they brought the member for Perth
(Mr. Mann) and myself into the limelight.
I do not intend to debate the advisa-
bilitv of the 44-hour week, or whether
it should have been conceded or not.
The premier saw fit to launch an. at-
tack on ine on that particular question, and
I feel I should make a statement mn re-
ply. In his remarks the Premier said
that prior to polling day the members for
Perth and Subiaco had not the courage to
mention what their attitude was.

The Premier: Did I include you in that?
Mr. RICHARDSON : Yes, I was sur-

prised to find that the Premier mentioned my
name.

The Premier: I thought I was referring
to the member for Perth.

Mr. RTCHARDSON: There is a saying
that the Premier very often quotes when
hie desiresi to emphasise a point. It is: ''Not
on your life.''

The Premier: I do not think so. I will
look up "fHansard.12

Mr. RICHARDSON! You will find it
recorded on page 36. The Premier said
''not on your life,'' and added that there
were Labour second preference votes to be
considered at the time. He further said that
the two hon. members he mentioned were
courageous enough now because they had
an easy three-year period ahead of them.
But the Premier said that dulring the
course of the election, our courage had
oozed out of the toes of our boots.

Mr. Taylor: He did not mean it, though.
Mr. RICHARDSON: Unfortunately for

the Premier, that statement appeared in
the "Daily News"l and it was then that
my attention was drawn to it. A number
of people asked me where my courage had
oozed to. I did not hear the Premier
making the statement in the House, and
I looked up ''Hansard'' and found that
the newspaper report was quite correct.

444



[20 AluGvSr, 1924.] 4

The Premier: I think it must have been
a misprint.

.Ilr. Taylor: You have a complaint against
Hansard.-" They knew what you were

going to say.
Mr. RICHARDSON: The Premier chal-

lenged imc by saying that I was afraid to

Speak on this particular subject. Let me
tell the Premier that many big guns of the
Trades Hall were in my electorate during
the campaign and those big gunm did not
allow use one moment's rest on this partic-
ular question.

Mr. Penton; They asad only blank am-
munition.

Mr. RICHARDSON: At any rate, it had
no effect. My replies were such that the
electors of Subiaco must have been convinced,
for my majority of 1,000 was increased to
1,600. Seeing that the Premier has set him-
self on a high pedestal of courage and has
looked down with sympathetic contempt
upon the member for Perth and myself, I
set out to ascertain how the Premier had
dealt with the 44-hour week question him-
self. He declared in effect, that in his
policy speech at Boulder he had said in noun-
certain manner that if Labour were returned
to powver they would restore the 44-hour week
to the unions that had previously had that
concession under the Mitchell Government.
He said that those unions had been deprived
of it only towards the end of last year.
The Premier said he had made that
statement in Perth as well as at
Boulder. Later on he said there that
the Government had not given the 44-
hour week outside or to any unions other
than those to whom the late Government gave
it in 1919. That was evidence that the
Premier was trying to show this House that
hie had finished with the 4-1-hour week. Dur-
ing the debate in the House the Leader of
the Opposition, by way of interjection, asked
the Premier if he intended to give the 44.
hour week to all the unions in Western Aus-
tralia. The Premier replied, ''To those
unions the hon. member gave it to' 1
said thant the Premier had placed himself
on a high pedestal of courage. Let us see
what the Premier said when he was Leader
of the Opposition and was speaking at both
Boulder and Perth. During the Boulder
speech, according to the report in the "'Ral-
goorlie 'Miner.'' which baa not been denied,
he said that the Labour Party stood solidly
for a 44-hour week.

Hon. S. W. Miunsie: Sn we do.
Mr. RICHARDSON: He also said that

they wanted by legislation to establish the
44-hour week.

Ministerial Members: Quite right, too.
Mr. RICHARDSON: There is further evi-

dence that the Premier intended at that
time to create the impression that at the
first opportsrnity he would bring forward a
Bill to provide for a 44-hour week for all
employees.

The Premier: What about it? I hate not
introduced any Bill yet,

Mr. RICHARDSON: According to the
report in the ''West Australian" the Pre-
mier said that the Labour Party stood
solidly for a 44-hour week.

Mr. Lutey:'Are you agitated for fear he
will not bring in the legislation?

Mr. RICHARDSON: The Premier further
stated that the eight-hour day had been
established for 30 years, and in some parts
a good deal longer. He further stated that
in view of the march of science, of latter-
day inventions, and of the lower cost to the
eumuloycrs of production, it was time that
the workers also received sonme benefit.

The Premier: What is wrong with that?
Mfr. RICHARDSON: Compare that state-

meat with the ones made in the House by
the Premier in which he indicated that the
Government were prepared to give the 44-
hour week only to those men who formerly
had it.

The Prenmier: I did not say any such
thing. The hon. member is entirely wrong.
It would have been bettor had the bon. mem-
her made these statements dining the de-
bate so that I could have replied to them.
ie is misrepresenting me now.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I have indicated
what was in the Boulder speech of the Pre-
umier.

lin. S. W. Miunsie: That is true, and
tlsat is what will ho done.

The Premier: And therei is not one word
of inconsistency in my remarks.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am not challenging
the Premier as to what should he done. I
nim saying that the Premier attached me on
the point and contended that I had not suf-
ficient courage to express my opinions.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: You did not vigor-
ously oppose the 44-honr week at Subiaco.

Mr. RICHARflSON: I ask that that
statement he withdlrawn. It is wrong.

Mr. SPEAKER: What is the statement?
Mr. RICHARDSON: The Honorary Min-

ister said that I vigorously opposed the 44-
hour week at Subiaco.

B~on. S. W. Munsie: I said that I did
not hear you vigorously oppose the 44-hour
wveek at Suhiaco.

Mr. RICHARDSON: If that is so, I do
not object to that statement at all.

The Premier: It bears out what I say,
fiat there were Labour second preferences to
he considered.

Mr. Lutey: There were no crocodile tears
when the Mitchell Government did not give
the men the 44-hour week.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I congratulate the
Minister for Works on immediately giving
effect to the 4-1-hour week policy. If A man
stands on the hinstings and declares himself
in favour of a Certain policy, and has Power
later on to give effect to that policy, he
should dou so. The Premier did not give us
an indication the other night of his inten-
tion. The only thing one could draw from
his speech was that he was endeavouring to
shelve the 44-hour week question.

The Premier: Nonsense.
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M.r. RICHARDSON: That is the way I
read it. If that is so, then the Premier is
not standing up to his policy speech state-
meat.

Thle Premier: I am standing tip to it.
Mr. RICHARDSON: I ant pleased to

hear it.
The Premier: This is all nonsense.
'Mr. RICHARDSON: I am pleased to

know that the Premier intends to carry out
his policy.

The Premier: You wrere not warranted ins
your ussumption that I dlid not intend] to dio
so.

Mr, Davy. There was no mention of the
Bill in the Glovernor's Speech.

Mr. MHIIARSON: The Premier has a
very keen way of expressing his intentionw.
Thae fazt renhains that no Bill1 has been fore-
shadowed.

The Premb~r: I have foreshadowed it.
Your legal adviser is on thle wrong track.
Mention of the Bill appears oa. the notic2
paper.

Mr. ERICIIARDSON: I did not notice any
mention of it in the Governor's Speech.

Mr. Corboy: Yes, it is in the Governor's
Speech too.

The Premier: The boa. member is a bit
previous in his criticism

Mr. RICHARDSO'N: 'No. It was the
Premuier who was previous. There was no
necessity for him to attack me on the
subject of the 44.lmosr week, so I am just
showing the weak spot in the hon. mem-
ber's speech of the other night. The Pre-
mier said he would bring in the reform
by legislation.

'Mr. Corboy: 'His speech the other night
was such that you would not get up and
support your leader against him.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The member for
YilgaraL was silent on the question. The
Premier said he would bring about the
44-hour week for all employees. That was
in the Boulder speech.

The Premier: And you are charging me
with running away from it.

Mr. RICHARDSON: He did not say he
would bring it in by arbitration or
administration. He said be would do it
by legislation. He has broken that promise
by bringing it in as aa act of administra-
tion.

Hon. S. W. 'Munsic: It was definitely
promised that it would he done.

The Premier: Wait till the end of the
session, and then perhaps you will be able
to charge me.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Another little ques-
tion on which members of the Government
side have remained silent: On the 14th
September last a motion 'was moved by
the member for Geraldtoa. (Mr. Willeock)
as follows-

That in the opinion of the House the
long service leave conditions applied to
the salaried staff of Government em-

ployees should apply also to the wages
staff.

Only one member has mentioned that
matter of vital imnportan-e to the railway
men.

lon. S. W. Mfunsie: You are wrong there
again.

Mr. (orhoy: Several members have men-
tioned it.

The 'Minister for Works: It is not going
to L e lititu-i to railway men, either.

Mr. RI('JIAR1)UON:. If it is right for
one it is right for all, hot why was this
not menvitioned in thle Speech?

The Piensier: We cannot mention every-
thing in the Speech.

Mr. RICHARDSON: This is what the
memrber for (iernldton said in. support of
that muotion, lie was speaking in reply
to an interjec-tion made by the then Min-
ister for Railways to the effect that the
reformn would cast £00000 in thre first
year. The member for Geraldtan told a
harrowing tale of the nerve-racked men
on the locomotives and int the signal boxes,
and I know that he was quite justified in
what lie said. These were his remarks:-

If the 'Minister's bole objection is on
the score of finance, my reply is that he
is in charge of railway administration,
and should be able to arrange things by
adjusting charges or by altering the
working system to ov-ercomae the diffi-
culty.

Now that the hion. member is himself in
charge of the railways, I use that argu-
ment back at him. 'Why does not he jump
into the breach. and do it now in the inter-
ests of' the railway men'-

Ilan. S. W. 'Munsic: He has been there
three weeks or so! What would yea have*

Mr. RICHARDSON: I know that the
Minister isi very much in earnest, and
therefore I appeal to him. This is a burn-
ing question in thre metropolitan area, and
for that reason I have supported it right
through the election and am still support-
ing it.

The 'Minister for Railways: You may
have another opportunity later.

Thle Premier: For what reason do you
support it? Because it is a burning ques-
tion?

Mr. RICHARDSON: -No, I put it to thle
Minister on that score.

The 'Minister for Works : Cannot you
convince some of your friends over there?

Mr. 'RT(HARDSON : I do not bother
about mly friends.

The Minister for Works: Then why do
you sit with themn?

Mr. RICHARDSON: I love them more
because I love the other fellow less. I
thought it my duty to bring this matter
before the House so that some action
might he immediately taken. Another
matter of vital importance to many -work-
ers in the metropolitan area is that of
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overdue increments in the Public Service.
Th~is has not been mentioned in the House
durng the present session. The Public
Sk-rvice- are due tar two years' increments.

The Minister for Lands:, They got in-
creients las;t year.

Mr. HRICHARIDSON: The increment paid
last Year n-as one due from three years
previously-

Mr. Corboy: I do not remember your
protesting lait session becausie the then
(iovernient did not pay it.

Mr. RI('IDSON: If the hon. member
w-ill rend ''Ilansard," he will see that I
mentioned the subject. I learn on the
hest authority that the public servants are
loyal enoungh to say they realise the oav-
erumeuit are notrin a very sound financial
position, but that they require an amend-
ment to the Public Service Act to make it
perfectly definite that in the future the
increments will have to be paid at the end
of each year. They are prepared to forego
two ve-ars' increnients if the G'overnmnt
will amend the Act sgo that in future there
cannot be any chance of the Government
esenpia'g their due responsibility. I under-
stand the Governument are not exclusively
to blame in this umatter, because the Public
Service C'omamissianer has ruled that the
Ooveriinet are aot indebted to the
amounst clnimedl. I bring this op believing
thre Government will amend the Act during
the pri-sent s:ect.ion. That is all the public
servants are asking for. Let nc say in
conclusion thait I stand here to express MY
own opinions, nut the opinions of other
members of this party. I am here to do
as I did during the past three yers,
namielv to ass4ist the Government in any
war I can. I tender them that offer. If E
believe in any measure they may bring
dIown, I will speak and act according to
n-lit I believe. On sev-eral occasions
dluring last Parliament I crossed the floor.
I nut not ashamed of that. I stood up to
it at election. time, and three years hence
I will again stand up to any action of my
own.

M r. HOLMNAN (Forrest) [10.26]: .1
move-

That the debate be adjourned.

'Motion put and negatiVed.

M.Nr. HOL MAN: I am sorry that the Gov-
ernment have seen fit to bludgeon the de-
bate through to-night. It is about the latest
we have sat this session, and I am sorry
the Government have refused to grant an
adjournment.

'Mr. Taylor: They are a bit tyrannical,
you know, as well as other Governments.

'Mr. Corboy: Three weeks is a fair time.
Mr. HOLMAN: Some members as soon

as they have spoken to the debate think the
debate should conclude. Each and every
member should have an opportunity for plac-
ing his views before the House. I have

heard niany members condemn the Address-
ireply' as a. waste of time, but those mem-

bers generally exhaust themselves in speak-
ing, and as soon. as they sit down they seem
to lose nil interest in the question before
the House. During a long Parliamentary ex-
perience I have always round that the Ad-
dress-in-reply debate gives opportunity for
the voicing of grievances, an opportunity
that does not again present itself during the
session. On the Address-in-reply members
can bring forward ninny matters of vital im-
portance to themnselves and their electors.
The first question dealt with in His Excel-
lency 'a Speech is that of revenue for the
year ended .lune 30. It shows that the re-
v-enuvezileeted from the population of West-
ern Australia has reached a very high figure,
indicating that there is heavy taxation on
the community. It also shows that interest
and sinking fund have reached huge propor-
tiozas, andl are increasing year by year. It is
marvellous the burdens our small population
have to bear. The Speech mentions that the
condition of th~e mining industry is receiv-
ing special consideration and points out the
value of gold and mineral produced last
year. This shows that there has been a
big decline in production. We in Western
Australia have to face the problem of the
mining industry that has confronted other
contries. Mining anywhere in the world is
only a tleetiiig industry; there is none more
fleeting. T was born on the first goldfield
discovered in Victoria and have seen hun-
dredsh of gold mining centres rise and de-
cline. I have steen hundreds of mining dis-
tricts in this State rise anti fall and any
mining camp, and particularly a gold min-
ing camp, can be expected to have a life ot
only five to 50 years. Eallarat was one ot
the greatest grold mining fields in Victoria in
the early fifties and for many years after-
wards, but not a miner is working there to-
dlay. It is ple-asing to record, however, that
the district is more prosperous now than
ever before in its history, and we can onmy
look forward to the time when something
else will take the place of oar gold mining.
Years aao no one ever dreamt that a-rimal-
hire weuld be extend~ed as far east as South-
ern Cress. In the eirlr days no one dreamt
that the northern fields would be teeming
with sheep, and I aim safe in saying that in
the not distant future there will be many
more sheep in those parts. At the same time
we must view with apprehension the fact
that our gold mines are increasing in value
and that the production is muich lower than
in years past. Some members hare suggested
that fields of greater macmnitude may be
opened up. Wbein the early pioneers went
through this country, they made a pretty
careful search of it, and although many im-
portant discoveries may yet be made, in no
gold miningt country has any very important
discoverv been made after the first finds
were worked out.

Mr. Chesson: They picked up the out-
crops.
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Mr. HOLMAN: That is so. Ia the past
all the moot important discoveries were wade
when the particular country was first opened
up. That is the history of the other States
and of New Zealand. Rich patches, of course,
will be found, but we cannot look forward
to many very important discoveries such as
were made is the early days. In Beadigo,
it is true, there was a seconid rush, but that
w-as the reefing rush after the workings had
been carried through the poor zone. Ces-
sequently, we must prepare for something to
take the place amongst our industries o
long held by mining. lMning has done a
great deal for Western Australia. Had it
not been for that industry, this State would
not have been what it is. We cannot do
too much to asist those who are trying to
open up fresh fields and develop the older
fields. I know of many places which pros-
pectors should be asisisted to exAmine. I am
pleased that the Wiluna field promises in
the not distant future to take a new lease
of life, In the Peak Hill and Cue districts
important discoveries have been made and
are giving fair returns. So it is still pos-
sible to obtain a great deal of wealth and
increase the avenues of employment by as.
sisting prospectors to openu our inning
centres. We are told that other industries
are in a satisfactory condition. The wheat
yield last year constituted a record; the
average was realoaable and prices were
fairly good. We are also told that the tinm-
ber trade is in a buoyant state. The Speech
goes on to say-

The demand for Western Australian
hardwoods from overseas continues at
satisfactory prices. During the past year
a record was establishied in the value of
the timber exported, which amounted to
£1,367,713. Re-afforestation measures are
being extended with a view to making
forest regeneration bear a. reasonable re-
lation to our timber consumption.

That somids very hue-a record year for ex-
ports. We all know the valuse of our hard-
woods, but it is a matter for regret that,
though the Stats employs nearly one-half of
the workers in the timber industry, those
workers do not receive the consideration to
which they are jusntly entitled. The men are
working under conditions that give them no
chance to make homes for themselves. Theirs
are the worst conditions of any class of worker
in the country. They have to suffer priva-
tions andl they se bond down in many
wars. I intenid to point out some of the
trials and tribulations they have to bear.
Let me first refer to the great difficulties
the Government will have to contend with
and indicate what they' may expect within
the next Tear or two, what with the heavy
btirden of debt, hundreds of unemiployed,
anid o-.r large acemnulated deficit. In
addition special taxation has been fousnd
necessary. Our mining industry, as shown
by the closing down of seine of the big
mrines on the eastern fields, is on the de-
cline. We have to face muany difficulties.

The workers ame net receiving that con-
sideration to which they are entitled
Owing to the fact that' the basic wage is
based on Enibbs' cost-of-living figures.
These figures are unfair to the workers
and we have to see what we can do to
improve the position. Instead of the basic
wage in this State being about o. per
week behind Mlelbourne it sbould be higher.
The cost of food and groceries in Perth
is more than 12 per cent, higher than it is
in Melbourne. I had records taken out
when I was in Melbourne last month eon-
erning the cost of food and groceries and
I found that this was the difference be-
tween the cost of living in Perth and that
in M'velbourne. The rentals asked for four
or five-roomed brick houses in Perth are
exactly identical with those asked in Mel-
bourne for similar houses. Our workers
are suffering from prave injustice. In
Melbourne when wages are being fixed the
rentals of all the dwellings are lumped to-
gether, which mean# that the rental for
the superior class of buildings greatly in-
crease the average. There Is not the same
class of good building in Western Austra-
lia, but under the system that in adopted
for the regulation of wages, the worker
here receives o. a week less titan he does
in Melbourne. - When the Government
wmend the Arbitration Act these anomalies
can be taken into consideration. The Ar-
bitration Courts, both Federal and State,
take it upon themselves to base wages on
Knibba' cost-of-living figures, and thus a
grave injustice is perpetrated to the work-
er-s. These figures were not compiled for
the regulation of wages; they were comn-
piled to show the ris eand fall in the put-
chasing power of the sovereign. They bate
been mnd by the courts In regulating wages
because they thought it the best method to
adopt in the circumistances. 'The 44-hour
question seems to have given members op-
posits, almost without exception, a great
deal of worry and trouble. The Govern-
ment have shown great weakness in not ex-
tendling to all Government employees, who
once enjoyed the 44-hour week, the rrivi-
]ege that was taken away from them by the
unjust action of another Government some
two years ago. The 44-hour week was given
in Western Australia as a result of an
application to the Arbitration Couirt. The
timber workers were the people principally
concerned. When they first made the ap-
plicstion to have a 44-hour week estab-
blied for their industry, it was made the
subject of world-wide inquiry. The timber
workers' ese before Mr. juettee Higgins
was adjourned for some six months to en-
able the' Employers' Federation Iand* the
unions ter unlke the Beess? Inquiries.
The GInternment wei-e given as eipportuluity
of being-represented, and also the Federal
Council of Employers, the latter having
promised to appear before the Court
when the question was being dealt with.
The Chamber of. Manufactures and other
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employing bodies were invited to attend.
All these organisations were invited to send
representatives to the court to protect their
own interests. The public were also in-
vited to be represented, as they were
ant interested party in the alteration of
hours. When the case -came before the
Federal Court and the hours question was
opened, the employers, who had promised
to assist in the matter and to be repre-
sented and have the whole question dealt
with in a systematic manner, declined to
attend. There were no employers repre-
sented when the case was opened. In the
meantime influence was brought to bear in
the Federal House to aonend the Arbitra-
tion laws, so as to Prevent that court, as
thenr constituted, from dealing with the
question of hours. No protest wrae heard
against the unjust action of the National
Government in preventing the matter being
dealt with, and no opposition was heard to
ti1-eir action in eadeavouring to introduce
legislation that would prevent the Arbitra-
tion Court from granting the 44-hour week.
This, however, did not bluff Mr. Justice
Higgins from going on with the ease. A
day or so after it started the representa-
tives of the employers began to drift hack
to the Qurt and fight the case. Acting
uron information supplied by me, the
Labour Party in the Federal House made
a strong protest on the subject. When
the case was heard evidence wvas adduced
not only from Australia and New Zealand,
hrt from all over the civilised world on the
question of the necessity for altering the
4R-honr week to 44. After Mr. Justice Hig-
gins had received all the information and
t'n returns, hie opened his remarks by stat-
ing that hie would refer to the eases in
wis-h 44 hours or less had been secured, and
said tisere were many cases in which the
maximum hours were then 48, but that for
elm; lieity and brevity he proposed to con-
fine hinuself to the cases of 44 hours a week
or less, Ile went on to say-

In Great Britain and Ireland, wood cut-
tin- machinros (building trade-decision
of National Board). Labourers in saw-
mills (Toeside). Furniture trades (Hud-
derstield, Sheffield, Bradford, Reading).
Cabinetmakers, etc. (Oldham, Chester-
field, Hartlepool, Middlesborough, Stock-
ton, Edinburg). The whole building
trade, includin g carpenters, bricklayers,
masons, plasterers, painters, plumbers,
llourerg, etb-., (under decision of National

Board of Conciliation). Flour null emr-
pioes (shift workers). Packing case
mnakers (Belfast). Stone carvers. Coal
miners (42-hours, to be shortly .36). Shale
.and underground miners (Scotland, 42
bomrs'). Slate quarry men (4114 hours in
winter). Quarry men, turners, seoibblers,
hand or machine polishers (Aberdeen).
Trnnsrort workers and dock labourers
(inside and outside-under National
agreement). Cold storage engine-drivers,
firemen, etc. (Liverpool). Car repair

[19)

shops and power station employees (New-
castle-on-Tyne). Boiler scalers (Glas-
gow). Printing employees, newspapers
(44 to 38% hours). Compositors (Lon-
don ). Stenographers, street sweepers,
labourers, etc. (South Shields). Clerks
in newspaper offices (London). Clerks of
co-operative societies (Lancashire, York-
shire, Cheshire, and North Wales).
Bakers and confectioners (Scotland).
Cocoa, chocolate, etc., employees (shift
workers). Dressmakers and militnrs
(female), retail shops (Scotland). Paper
mills (shift workers). Decorative glass
workers (Manchester). Thread mill em-
ployees (Paisley).

Then he proceeds-
In Canada (44 hours or less): Elec-

trical workers (London and various co'm-
ties of Ontario and Calgary). Railway
shop workers (in the larger shops where
the heavy work is carried on). Moulders
(Amerhurst-39 hours). Bridge, struc-
tural, and ornamental workers (Mont-
real). Boilermakers, iron ship builders,
and helpers (Toronto). Sheet-metal
workers (Montreal, Toronto, Quebec).
Plumbers and steam fitters (Ontario).
Paving cutters (Granteville). Plasterers
and cement finishers (London). Brick-
layers (Ottawa). Carpenters and joiners
(Fort William). Clothing workers (Tor-
onto). Typographical Society (London).
''Machinists,'' a term including fitters,
etc. (Dominion Bridge Company, Lahine;
Berliner Gramophone Co., Montreal).

The position is similar in the United States
as regards hundreds of classes of workers in
numerous cities and towns. Then there are
references to trades working 44 hours in
Queensland, Victoria, and Tasmania. Far-
ther, the judge quontes; various foreign coun-
tries. These facts go to show that the 44-
hour week was becoming universal. It is
surprising, then, that such a hullaballno
should have been raised over the,' granting
of a 44-hour week to a few workers here.

Mr. Taylor: The objection was to the
manner in which it was done.

Mr. H-OTLMAN: If the Government were
able to deal with the question of the 44-
hour week by administrative net, there was
no reason whby they should not do so.

Mr. Taylor: Do you believe in over-rid-
ing the eourtt

Mr. HIOLMAN: That interjection illus-
trates the bon. member 's ignorance of the
Arbitration Court. It would be over-riding
the court to increase the number of hours.
In reducing the number of hours the Gov-
ernment were, in fact, carrying oit the
princip-le and spirit uf arbitration awards,
which prescribe the minimum wage below
which the employer cannot go, and the maxi-
mum hours which cannot be exceeded. The
employers, whom the member for Mt. Mar-
gret (Mr. Taylor) is nowardays so fond of
defending, Always pay the minimum wage
and exac the full number of working hours.
The Government, as a model employer,

449



430 [ASSEMBLY.]

should grant the best rate of w;ages and the
shortest hours.

Mr. Taylor: The Arbitration Court re-
duced the hours to 44I, and gave that sys-
temn a trial for a year or 80. After that
the Arbitration Court reverted to 48 hours,
ard then the Government over-rode the
court.

M-\r. HOUMAN\ It was done by agree-
went originally. IHowe-ver, there is the re-
markable fact that when hours were least
throughout Australia, production was great-
etst and profits were highest throughout Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Taylor: It is refreshing to know that.
Air. IlfILMAN: It is a fact. Further,

wec have tVhe renonr'eable circumstance that
when the emiployvers used unfair methods
and tactics to bring about increased hours,
no) protest eaine from bell. members oppo-
sit-,. During the investigation which ze-
saited iii the granting of the 44-hour week,
evidlenee was adlduceL from all over the
corid. On the other hand, the increased
hours w-ere granted without any evidence
wvhatver being taken. Sonio of the Actiag
Presidents of the Federal Arbitration Court
have stated] since that their minds were
mnade up regarding the increase of hours
before ever they were raised to the Bench.

Mr. Taylor: I was not referring to the
red-ral Arbitration Court.

Mr. ITOUNAN: But that is the place
where the question of hours was opened and
settled, andi then re-settled. I could quote
the Federal Arbitration Court's judgment on
the 44-hour proposition, but perhars there is
no necessity for that. I regard this matter
as of vital importances, and I fail to
understand how it is possible to grant
the 44-houir week to a section of the Gov-
ermnent employees only, instead of to all.
The deelaraton that this matter is to be
dealt with by legi-lation is a mere staving-
off of a promiiise that was given during the
general election. There is not the slight-
est chance of getting a 44-hour Bill
through another place. Therefore it is
absurd to talk of introducing tile 44-hour
week by legislation. The Labour Govern-
ment are in office to carry on the adminis-
tration of the country on the lines which,
when on the hastings, we promised to
adopt; and we shall be failing in our
promises if we do not institute the 44-hour
week by administrative act when it is in
our power to do so. No doubt we shall be
told, ''If you can get the other employers
to fall into line with us, we will grant the
44-hour week to all the Government em-
ployees-'' Such a stand is unreasonable.
Ministers who hold ideals and have made
promises should use every possible oppor-
tunity to force other employers to follow
them. It is ridiculous to expect private
employers to lead the way in such an
important reform as the 44-hour week.
The shorter week was not ranted by the
Federal Arbitration Court without grave
consideration. It was granted by the man

who is of all men in the Commonwealth
best qualified to deal with industrial ques-
tions. I refer, almost needless to say, to-
Mr. Justice Higgins, who in his work ''A
New Province for Law and Order'' writes
as follows under thle heading ''Reductionr
of Hlours':- -

In tile ease of the Australian Timber
W'orkers' -Union the Court reduced the

ordinary hours from 48 to 44 per week.
Extra piaymvient has to be made for any
overtime. Before coming to this con-
clusion, the Court adopted a course
which is unusual, but clearly within its
powers to ''inform its mind in such
manner as it thinks just' Feeling that
it should not prescribe 44 hours for this
industry unless it saw its way to pre-
scribe similar honis in many other
similar industries, especially industries
involving the tending of time-saving
machlines, the Court invited the Federal
Council of Employers, the Chambers of
Mfanuf'acturers, and the Trades Hall
Councils (of unions) to appear, and it
allowed certain great undertakings and
interests to be represented on their re-
quest. The Federal Government was
also invited to appear as representing
the general public; but it refused the
invitation. The evidence and arguments
took a inuch longer time than all the
rest of the 267 claims in thle log; but the
issue at stake was worthy of all the
time expended. Judgment was given on,
this issue on 'November 12, 1920, in favour
of the union. Substantially it meians
that the workers get a ''clean'' eight
hours' day, with half-hooliday on Satur-
day, s. Hitherto they had to purchase
thle half-holiday by working an extra
three-quarters of an hour on five days,
andi an extra quarter on Saturday; and
this meant that they had to rise, break-
fast, travel, and start work at the mill
or shop (usually) at 7.30 anm. in winter
as well as in summer. It is impossible
to set out here all the considerations
which influenced the Court; they can be
found in reports for the year 1920 (Vol.
xiv).

Mr. Justice Higgins has given more con-
sideration to industrial problems than any
other man in the Commonwealth, and I
could go on quoting from his writings and
judgments numerous other callings work-
ing less than 48 hours per week-some
working only 36 hours, and some even less
than that. In Queensland the great
majority of the workers have the 44-hour
week. The Queensland timber industry
has had 44 hours for about 15 years, and
there never has been any suggestion of a
reversion to the 48-hour week. It was;
said that the output fell when the work-
ing week was reduced to 44 hours. In the
case heard by Justices Daffy, Powers, and
Rich during December of 1921 that allega-
tion was made-made at a time when
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some 400,000 of the cream of Australia's
manhood were away at the front. Under
these conditions, in the absence of all
those men, the production per head of
population was taken, and it was alleged
that production was going down, But
what do we fiad to be actually the case?
That 1921-22, the full year in which
the 44-hour week was worked, proved to
be the most highly productive-and this
when the Australians were working- the
shortest hours in the world. During that
.year the number of factories working was
highest, the number of workers employed
was highest, salaries and wages were the
highest ever known, and the production
per head rose by £:20. The value of tho
production for that year was 81 millions
sterling as against 56 millions sterling for
the previous year. The output for that'
year rose by about 45 millions sterling
over the output for the year preceding.
That stows that the production under the
44-hour week was considerably higher
than under the 48-hour regime. These
statistics have been taken fronm the pui)-
lication issued by the Commonwtaithi
Bureau of Census and Statistics, and re-
present a little over the 12 months
ended March 1923. These facts were
brought before the Court and it is im-
possible to refute them. The Government
should take these facts into consideration
and secure to the 'men what they are
justly entitled to. Complaints have been
mnade that the overseas competition pre-
vents the adoption of the 44-hour week by
the Government of Western Australia.
That competition has always been ad-
vanced as an argument against the em-
ployees. It is a remarkable fact, how-
ever, that that argument does not apply
in the timber workers' ease, because it
was shown that originally Oregon pine was
sold here at 20s. per hundred super feet
and since the hours were increased front
44 to 48 per week, the prices for Aus-
tralian hardwoods as well as for imported
timbers were increased. This shows that
the public were being victimised by the
employers as much as was possible and
increased profits were being made by the
timber concerns even with the increased
hours. The total value of timber exported
from 'Western Australia during 1919-20,
which was the last year during which the
48-hour week operated, represented £465,734,
while for the six months ended December
1922, under the 44-hour w-eek system, the
value of the timber exported rose to
£C532,353, or considerably more in the six
iTionths than during the whole of the pre-
vious 12 months.

Mr. Taylor; I suppose the companies
got their sales through then.

Mr. HOLMAN: It shows that bigger
sales took place in the latter period under
the 44-hour regime.

Mr. Taylor: The hours had nothing to
do nith it. It was a question of markets.

Mr. HIOLMAN: The hours had some-
thing to do with it as well, because for
the number of men employed in the tim-
L-er industry in Western Australia, accord-
ing to the statistics, the production of
timber was greater than elsewhere in the
Conmnmonweal th.

MNr. Taylor: They did more work in shorter
lieurs.

Mr. J10ILMAIN : The production was
greater with the shorter hours than during
the 48-hour week.

N~.Taylor: Then let us go home.
'M.JIMAN: We should havo been al-

lowecd to do SO. Injustice is being done to
Parlinament in that members are asked to
sit h-re at this late hour.

The Minister ior Lands: We have been
adjourning every night about 8.30 and no
one wanted to speak. You know that as
well as I do.

1\1r, IIOLVAN: I asked for the adjnurn-
meat but I was not allowed to have it. I
"'as told that we were to put through the
Address- in- reply to-night. I do not know
what attitude the Government are adopting
nor yet what they are doing. As I stated,
under the 44-hour week there was also
increased employment. In Western Aus-
tralia, however, an attempt was made to
bludgeon the Court into granting the 48-
hour week, and in order to secure that end,
nearly a thousand nmea were dismissed from
the timber mills here. That was done when
the case was before the court to show the
necessity for increasing the hours. When
f dealt with the case I took extracts fronm
the year hooks of the different States. In
Victoria I foun~d that in 1919-20 the num-
ber of employees in the sawmilling, mould-
ing trades, etc., was 4,747, and in 1921-22
the number was 5,006, or an increase of
nearly 300. In 1919-20 there n-ere 2,627
men engaged in sawmilliag in the forest
and in the following year 3,014. Those
figures disclose a very fair increase under
the 44-hour system. In Western Australia
there were 41 san-mills operating in 1919
and 2,975 men were employed. That was
under the 48-hour system. In 1921, with the
introduction of the 44-hour week, the num-
her of men employed was inereaqed to
4Y687. In New South 'Wales a considerable
increase was shown. In fact the same ap-
plied in other parts of the Commonwealth.
t'espite the fact that the hours were de-
creased the production of timber in every
State of the Commonwealth shows an in-
crease per foot per man under the 44-hour
system. These are facts taken, not front my
own records, but from official statistics.

Mr. Taylor: In those States do they
work by day labour or by contract.

Mr. HOILM_%AN_1: There was no alteration
regarding the conditions of work. In 'Vic-
toria there is no piece work in connection
with the timber industry In New South
Wales and Tasmania there is very little

451



[ASSIEMBLY~j

piece work done, but in Western Australia
much of the bush work has been carried out
by piece work. In 1919-20, working 48
hours, the sawmills in the iorests of Victoria
produced £813,551. In 1921-22, working 44
hour;, those mills produced £1,122,102, or
an increased value under 44 hours of
£308,4-5l1, equal to 37.9 per cent. In 1919-
20, inorking 48 hours, the saniling, mould-
ing, etc., produced £2,817,902. In 1921-22,
working 44 hour;, the sawanilling, moulding,
etc., produced £3,6S49,316, or an increased
value under the 44 hours of £831,4141, equal
to 29.5 let tent.

Mr. Taylor: Is it not remarkable that they
can do lucre work in the shorter period?
* Mr. HOlMNaN: No, because men can
do only a certain amount of work, and it
has been proved that proportionately they
do mnore work in the shorter time. I can
quote the inquiry held in Victoria on the
question, to show that the production is pro-
portionately greater when the hours are
shorter,

Mr. Taylor: flow do you get the over-
time? There ust be a terrible loss on that.

Mfr. HOLMAN:- Yes, there is. My friend
knows it is impossible to do as much work
proportionately in 10 hours as can be done
in eight hours. It is impossible to keep
up the same rate of speed over 200 yards as
one can maintain over 100 yards.

Mr. Taylor: Some of us, old New South
Wales men, never got a go on until we had
done 10 hours,

Mr. HOLMAN; One might be inclined
to think that, but the reverse has been
proved. Here is what Mr. Justice Higgins
said-

There is nothing in which labour is
more vitally interested than in fewer
hours of daily toil whereby are afforded
leisure for rest and recuperation and
opportunity for the things that make
life worth livdig.

Mr, Taylor: Hie was at bit of a socialist.
Mr. HOLMAN: He was also a just man.
Mr. Taylor: Yes, that is right.
Mr. HOLMAN: To-day there is not any

man more freely quoted in the discussion of
industrial problems than is Mr. Justice Hig-
gins.

'Mr. Taylor: Yes, he did the pioneering
work in Commonwealth arbitration.

Mr. HOLMAN: Mr. Justice Higgins con-
tinned-

These words are no make-believe, as I know
from frequent experience. The feeling is
that all the energies of a man'Is waking
hours should not be given to the making
of a living; that heabsoluld have some
energy left for other and highbr things-
art, education, science, literature, even
hobbies or amnusemnents, as he selects; and
that where machinery is introduced where-
by five, ten, fifty times has much is pro-
duced as one was produced before mach-
inery, he should not be kept to the same
48 hours of work.
Mr. Taylor: I would sooner go before

him as a wvorker than an an employer.

Mr. HOLMAN: I am sorry others have
not followed his lead. They have had the
samne opportunity, but have not taken it. Mr.
Justice Higgins con tinued-

Since high speed tool steal was introduced
in 1904, and the lathes altered, 10 pairs
of carriage wheels are turned out in one
day, even by hoys, instead of barely two
pairs. When workers secured the 48 hours
in New South Wales and 'Victoria, there
was very little machinery in most of our
industries; and it is urged machinery that
brings speed of output should bring with
it a reduction of hours. Else, how is it
labour-saving? No doubt machinery takes
physical weight off men moving or hand-
ling logs; butt as the speed and the con-
centration. and the monotonous use of the
same set of nerves and miuscles are in-
creased, it is urged there is no saving of
the workers' store of energy, no real sav-
ing of labour to the worker unless his
hours of work he decreased. With the
progressive division of labour, work has
become more and more mechanical. A
definite share of over-fatigue and its con-
sequences, especially neurasthenia, must be
ascribed to the monotony, to the absene
of spontaneity or joy in work. There is
not for the machine worker any ever so
slight satisfaction of the creative sense or
the dimmnest feelings of mastery or self-
expression in work.

He then went on to quote the machinery
scrapping. He said-

There is more strain on a man driving a
fast machine than on a man using a,
saw. To my mind there is much force in
these arguments, but there are other con-
siderations to be weighed, f or the times
are very grave, and production is much
needed. Meantime I feel sure that the
people of Australia have no desire to keep
the employees at work for a longer time
than is necessary for the needs of the in-
dustry and of the country; and that if it
can safely be done they would be glad to
consent to the increased leisure.

That was the opinion of Mr. Juistice Hig-
gins when he delivered judgment in the tim-
bar workers' case. I can quote the produc-
tion of timber uinder the two different sys-
tems. In Victoria, in 1920-21, under the 48-
hour week, 3,180 men employed 48 hours
produced 35,5M1 superfliil feet per man, hut
in 1921-22 the 3,014 men employed in the
bush, working 44 honrs, turned out 37,162
superficial feet per man, or an in-
crease of nearly 2,000 feet per man.
The same F thing ohtained in 'fa -
mania amd in the other Stales, s',eh aq
New South Wales-the production under the
44 hours was considerably higher than under
the 48 hours. So, too, in Western Austra-
lia. And the profits modce uinder the 44-
hours were considerably higher than those
made under the 48 hours. Andl, on the other
side, the prices charged under the 48 hours
were higher than those charged under the 44
boors. That is a remarkable fact. James
Moore & Son quoted Melbourne, August,
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1922, building hardwood from 27s. 6d. up to
35s, per 100 superficial feet. Exactly the
same prce were quoted in January, 1923.
Building Oregon ranged from 32s. 6d.
up to 45s. 6Gd. per 100 superficial
feet in August, 1922. The same lines
increased to 37s. 6id. up to 50s. 6d,
per 100 superficial feet in January, 1923,
under the increased hours. The profits made
were considerably higher under the 44
hours. In Victoria the added value on manu-
facturing production increased from £834,-
259,060 in 1919-20 to £.43,592,856 in 1921-22,
or an increase of production per head of
the population between 1919-20 and 1921-

f2 from £;22 to £28. Reynolds Driver made
a claim over one contract alone for £192,000
compensation. That was dealt with by
arbitration, but I do not think the matter
has yet been definitely settled. The pro-
fits made under the 44-hour week were con-
siderable. The Rauri Timber Company,
operating in Western Australia, made a
greater profit for the year ended August,
1922, under the 44-hour week than in any
previous year under the 48-hour week. In
1922 their proft was £b9,103,; while for the
year ended August, 1919, it was £59,000. The
Western Australian Government purchasedl
the interests of the South-West Timber
Hewvers' Co-operative Society, Ltd., and the
employees made for them an increase of
several hundred per cent. on the volume of
usiness. The State Sawmills at the time
had a fixed capital of £378,050 and there
was paid in profits, depreciation, interest
and sinking fund £2.54,637, thus further
exemplifying the vast profits ink the timber
trade. Last year the State Sawmills showed
a net profit of £62,121 after providing
£28,195 for depreciation, £5,000 fur mill
store reserve, £1,771 for badl and doubtful
debts, £:17,412 interest on capital, and £648
sinking fund. That is a remarkable return
on the capital invested in these works. Yet
the men doing the work are not allowed to
participate iia the prosperity at all. They
are called upon to work under the worst
possible conditions. Their conditions of
life in the hush are more severe than are
those of any other class of employees. I
could quote considerably as to the increasedI
production under the 44-boor week, but ap-
parently we shall have to wait until the
Legislative Council is pleased to grant us
the shorter working week. The request of
the organisation is a reasonable one and I
cannot understand why greater considera-
tion has not been given to it. Unfortun-
ately the 4-hoor week is not the only
problem we have to face at present. A
serious position has arisen owing to the
unsatisfactory treatment of piece-workers,
and there m~ay be a cessation of work in
the whole of the timber industry after the
cad of the present month. We are asking
the Government and other timber employers
to give the men what we maintain the award
entitles them to, namely, a percentage in-
crease on the piece-work rates similar to

that granted on the basic wiage. That was
brought aoot by agreement prior to the
previous award being delivered, and when
the present award was delivered, the judge
said the rates should be maintained. We
contend that there should be an increase in
the piece-work rates as from the 1st June,
just as the basic wage was increased to
those in receipt of a weekly wage. We are
really asking very little. An agreement
was made in 1914 when the fulling rate per
load was; Is. 8d. Although the cost of liv-
ing and of working tools has increased by
100 per cent, or more since then, the men
are now receiving only is9. 10d. jper load
for falling timber in the karri country.
The employees of the railwany ani other
sawmills have combined to see that these
men get what they are entitled to. An in-
creased margin has been given to other
workers, and yet efforts are being made to
deprive these men of their increase, As
many as four applications have been made
to the 'Arlbitration Court for variations to
prevent these men from receiving what they
are entitled to. It is difficult to understand
wxhy the employers adopt this line of action.
Recently relreentations were made byv the
executive of the Timber Workiers' Union
and by delegation of piece-workers to the
employers, including the State depart ments,
asking that these matters be rectified, that
provision be made to treat the men in the
bush fairly ad that they be not forced to
take the extreme step of ceasing work,
which would cause great loss to the indus-
try. It is a remarkable fact that the Gov-
ernment of this State should have paid a
man named Alcock some thousands of
pounds during the last few years to pro-
tect the interests of foreign companies
registered in New Zealand, Great Britain
and elsewhere, to extract from the worker
.111 that is possible, to advise regarding
breac-hes of the award, and to cater ap-
pearances in the court on applications for
variation. This man has received thousands
or pounds from the State Government. I
wonder what members of the Opposition
would say if the Labour Government did
n-hat they should do, namely, spen~t tILOUS-
nds of pounds to protect the interests of
the workers-the men wvho have made the
State and whose interests should be pro-
tected. There would be an outcry. Be-
cause the Government restored the 44-hour
week to a few workers in Western Australia,
they are receiving a great deal of criticism.
This samne individoal, Ak-ock, on every pos-
sible occasion in the Eastern States is re-
viling Western Australia. He says we have
no 'timber suitable for making staves,
handles, shafts, naves, spokes, etc. I con-
tend that we have helter timber for work
of this description than has any other State
of the Commonwealth. Yet this man is in
Mlelbourne to-day and, while drawinig a huge
sum of money from the Government, is re-
viling the products of the State that has
treated him so well. I trust, the Govern-
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ment will make short shrift of him and put
hint in his I.roter place. Hie was once
Deputy Pulblic Service Commissioner. W~
I "as M1imiter for Labour 20 years
ago and took action against thle Pit-
ORA, Coinq any tar eadeavouring to re-
dut-e, thle wvages of its emplove.*s
the Lgisl1ative Council carried a vote
oZ censure agaiuit the Labour Govern-
mnt liccauxe 1. dared to brief 'Mr. (noaw
.Iustice) Ewing, and paid him £100 to con-
dluct time case *or tihe workers against the
eonillany. They talked of the injustice
flint had liven lone to the people of the
country, and said that time workers them-
selves should have fought the ease. I had,
however, the courage to brief this barrister
and give kiln this fee. The ease was foughlt
in tile PoliCe Court and the Supreme Court,
and was won for tl'c men. Thuir interest-i
were thus protected and the company wflS
fined. The policy of any (bovernnwnt, es9-
peciaily a Ilouir Covernmnent, should lie to
sj:end money in protecting the interests of
the lolile instead of the interests of
foreign boodlers, as has been done by pre-
vious Governments. A labour bureau is in
existence. I am sorry that this has not
been made an entirely separate department.
The industrial life of any country is its
life's blood. The industrial problems we
have to face are of such vital importance
that Q labour department is partic-ularly
necessary. The Secretary for Labour is, I
uinderstand. Mr. Mfunt. T have known him
for ninny years, but I do not think hie will
manko a fit secretary for labour, or be able
to handle the many industrial problems we-
thall no do-. bt have to face inl the ian-
mnediate future. Twenty years ago, when
the bureau was first opened, it was of a
more progressive nature than it is now.
Branches were established in the country
and it was the en-toai to send to a job
men who were fitted for that job. Subse-
quent Governme-ts, however, allowed1
that systemn to drift. Fortunately we hare
at Factories Act, which has. effected many
improvements in our industrial affairs.
The present system of handling labour could
be greatly improved. We should not scud
any class of mian to any class of job.
I hope the government will consider the
necessity for establishig a proper labour
department to control industrial life,
indnstrisl centret, and the industrial woriwrsm
of the State. Let me take the system of
waces operating at the timber mills, Al-
most the w-hole control of stores and sup-
plies is in the hands of the mill owners,
the 'State as well as private owners. The
cost of livinZ, the cost of food and groeres,
on the mills is 25 per cent. higher than it is
in Mfelbouirve, and between 12 per cent, and
13 per cent, higher than it is in Perth. The
timber workers are thns penalised. In many
eases no acecorrmodotion is provided for
them in the bush. There is a timber ring
in existence. Even the State is mixed up in
it. This rie'r or combination has increased
the price of timber, and controls practically

every man who deals in timber by compel-
ling himi to buy from themn. No one con-
nected i; ith the ring is allowed to sell
tiniber to others who do not belong to the
association. If a manl is doing a little work,
such as puutting up a building, he is coin-
jx-lL' to join the association, or his timber
svu.pfit-s tire cut off. (Ine conmplaint iN maide
by a m::n in 'Walcott-street, Mt. Luwler,
%ho retused to sign an agrt-cment, on thie
round that it interfered With his liberty,

aind li t state-d lipt intended to send informa-
tion to ' &Smith 's Wevekly, "whfrh b ad bven.
jailihing articles dealing with the prin-
Cii~le Of eOallli]14. Othevr pleople did
sign the agemn.People have sold tim.
bi - and inquiries have been made as to why
they didi so. They cannot sell any class of
tinl~er without first quoting the price laid
oio by the combine. The State should lpt0.
teet the interests of the people as well as
treat its employees in a r:asonatdl mnanner.
TI e Government, instead of grinding down
the workers, should supply themi witn tinilber
at reasonable rates, and, indeed, supply the
public in gcneral in the samne way. People
should not be. -ompelled to join the com-
bine and sign the agreement before they can
llurchins,u timber or receive the ,is-ounts
that others who sign the agreement obtain.
I trusyt that act ion will be taken to make
our State timber mills a muedium for supiolics
of tinbher at rea;ornble raltes. When we are
exi orting timber overseas, we aire justified
in getting the highest possible price, but
when it is a question of utilising the pro-
ducts of the State within our borders, we
should give the people some of the advan-
tages to be derived from local products.
I now come to the question of life on the
mills. It has been said that members voice
the grievances of those they represent for
a particular purpose. After 20 years' ex-
lierienee amonigst bushi workers of the State,
I realised that the gold-mining induitry'
was a fluctuating one, and that it was ad-
visahle to establish suitable conditions
amongst our workers so that they could live
in soume degree of comfort. I am glad to
say. we have made some progress along those
lines. The position is different from what it
was in previous rvears, bat the condition of
life for our bushi workers and their wives
and families is still deplorably unsatisfac-
tory. When I tell members what has taken
place in the past, they will wonder. We bare
asked for schools, in some of the Uimber cen-
tres. The member for Alhany ('Mr. A.
Wnrshrmtgh) has put forward a feasible
prorosition in connection with educational
facilities, namely, that at the bush landings
we should utilise old railway coaches for
schools. Landings sometimes shift four or
five times in the course of a year. A per-
nmanenit schonol building at a landling would
therefore involve great trouble and expense
in the matter of removal. But if the Rail-
wnr Department supplied the Educeation De-
partment, at a reasonable cost, with some of
the old comnposite carriages, those carriages
could be shunlted along the buqh lines and
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the children at the landings would then be
enabled to obtain a little education. One car-
riage could be utilised as a school room and
another as quarters for the teacher. The
very first place where that suggestion should
be carriedi out is the Tarrahidole bush, where
tlhrrs art' at the present moment ID child-
ren who hlate no chance whatever of obtain-
ing any education. If such school accomn-
modlation wore provided in the Jarrabdale
bush other families would probably send
their children along. The suggestion of the
nmember for Alhany is well worthy of close
consideration by thle Government.' Many of
uts have rend Upton Sinclair's "£Jungle ' "
hut the conditions of life in our jarrah and
karri forests out-jungle even that gruesome
book, Ilon. mnebes will find it hard to
bel-vt.. lint it is- a fact, th~at as late as last
Thursday or Friday I received from one mill
centre a letter complaining' that the Pem-
pony were conveying the workers' meat and
groceries out to the buslt camps in a sani-
tarv -art! If that is not disgusting and
disgrai-efnl I rio not know wI-at is. The
Health Department should take the matter
up. Such was the means of conveyance of
the workers' food adopted by the Kauri
Compamny, which ii, three years, paid £1 O.li10f
in dividends. Notwithstanding that pros-
perits- the c-omipany use a sanitary c-art to
deliver provisions! At other Wlish land-
ings frov-iions are still brought out on open
trucks, and simply thrown off to lie in the
dust of summer or in the rain of winter,
and possibly be nosed by dogs. The people
at the bushi landings have no homes, cannot
hare( any' homes. Camop is shifted every three
or four months, and for that reason those
workers flind it impossible to establish a
hiomec. In the ordinary hut or shack
to lw found oil timber camps the bed-
dling becomes wet early in the wvinter
and does not become dry again until the
summer- arrives. The peoaple get neither
reasonable accotmmodation nor a fair return
for their work. 'Millars Company ase loco-
motive tanks to cart water to the men out
in the bush, and they uist, the locomotive
tanks also for the conveyance of crude oil.
The next time after the tank has been used
for oil, the men get a mixture of oil anI
water to drink. Suich a foct needs no com-
meat. Again, the cost of food and gro.er-
kcs on the mill camips is 25 per cent, higher
than in 'Melbourne and 13 per cent, higher
than in Perth. I am giving these figures
from the Federal statistics. The rates for
carrinee of goods on hush lines are simply
prohibitive. This applies not only to pri-
vate empnloyers but even to our State saw-
mills. The few miles' haulage from Samea-
dup to Pemberton costs as much as the
troasrort of the goods from Perth to the
junction of the mill line with the rail-
way system. Where the timber kings are
in full control theyv will not allow any com-
petition whatever in the matter of grocering
and other provisions. I contend that where
they fail to supply the workers on the muills
and timber concessions with the necessaries

of life at proper and reasonable prices, the
Giovernmient should compel then) to carry
Pelt supplies over the bush lines at ordinary
railway Iats. I may Ne asked, how can
that be done! I go so far as to say that
it the timber companies will not do it as a
rcvslt of reasonable persuasion, steps should
le taken to compel them-,. If they will not
carry siill:lirs to the workers at ordinary
raihige clirges, legislation should be intro'
ilu.ed to force them to do so. One xped-
lent would be to refuse the timber companies
tI-e use of Gove-rnknent trucks on th~eir lines
tiiilsi they carry goods for the workers at
the ordinary tioveriiu-nt rates. Further,
tere is the fact that the timber companies
.arr, iiveit and stores out into the husl,
ink open tru-ks over lis4tvnees upl to 23 miles.
At 11lol thLe foil of the workers is
simiply 4trho '-d out, and the men complain
thaot their i-eat anad groceries are frequently
sadden hy the rain, Hetre is another faeC
at IKirurip same of the houses now nt-cu-
pied by %.orkers were formerly occupied by
pigs. Aly statements are irrefutable. T have
evidence in writing of everything that
I ring forward. The enmployers own the
.torv,, and compel the workers, by threats,
t-, liii- all their suyliehs at those stores;
and the priets are considerably higher than
those at wich the wor-kers could obtain
s plies fruit, ordinary traders, supplies de-

live-red in good condition. I em1 ,hasige that
on "ome timber camps lt-e hokuse accoinaco-
dationk is gimply vile. At the Railway Dc-
pal, tent 's sawmill the houses are goodi, aol
Pr wherton conmes next in that respect; [pilt
at nI-nn'v mill cen-tres the housin.g uc-omabo-
'I-ti-i,, is dieploralue. The accident rate
,among tindter workers is the highest I have
cvr-r ofsterved in world-wide records. T have
myself kept a record of aicidi-ats anitg
tnilbgr workers during a period of nearly
15 Years, and I find that the proportion of
mill wor~ers to whom payments are knide
from the avcident fund is equal to 25 per
cu-Tt, of the total number employed. ft
means that every nian who lays into the noel.
dent findl is bound to get injured once in
four years. 'Many of the mill wvqrkers are
(crippled or eri,shcd or killed. Life onl the
aivauills is miserable and melancholy. Only
a little while ago three men were ilfled on
the railway at H~ollyonke, being run down
oad sn'ashed up by the log rake. We main-
t-in that a staff system should be provided
there in order to prevent these accidents.
It is b-tter to go to a little expenditure
along those lines rather than to lose men's
lives. A few days before that accident half
a train was sniashed up and overturned. The
reason was that the torpedo trucks, which
comprised the first set, eai'sed trouble and
a pin iumped out, with the result that the
trucks became separated from the rake. Part
of the train ran back and was upset, smash-
ingz up the line. Then came the fatal acci-
dent. A few days later a train ran into a
tree that had dropped across the line. An
atle broke and the train ran away. The
guard clung on to bis position at the end
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of the rake for a considerable time, endeav-
ouring to attract Vie driver's attention, The
trucks ran off the line and the Jugs were
thrown about. The sleepers were cut an-t
the line itself was broken. I quote those
instances to show the dangers that have to
be faced by men employed on these lines,
Everything possible should be done to pre-
vent the occurrence of such accidents, so
that we may save the lives of the workers.
To show that what I have stated in connec-
tion with the jarrah jungle is true, I wvill
quote what some of ouir workers and their
wives have to put up with in these places.
It I had the power I would compel tile
judges of the Arbitration Court, who do
not give these men the consideration they
deserve, to proceed with their wives and
families to the mills in order that they
should live under the same conditions as the
timber workers. 1 would compel them to
endeavour to keep their wives and families
on what the judges could earn in the bush.
If that were done, I am convinced they
would treat the men with much were eon-
sideration. I will deal with some of the
evidence that was tendered to show the
conditions of the men in the bush
and what they have to put up with.
Regarding the shifting camps, men have to
build their houses with their own materials
and sometimes have to shift four or five
times a year. Evidence was produced to
show that these houses had bag walls, iron
roofs, and some had boarded floors. They
were wet in winter and hot in summer. Or
dinary rates were paid for the time taken up
with shifting but at most 12 hours were
paid. No coverings were provided for the
trucks and the clothes often got wet, awi
remained in that condition for a consider-
able time. In one instance a men had to
shift and he had a family comprising five
children. It rained from the time the house
was pulled down until the next day. In such
circumstances it would probably take the
material a week to dry. The company
charges £1 for the truck to take the property
to the new camp and in winter the goods
very of ten get wet. Then, again, in summer
there is a danger from sparks flying from
the egn.In one instance, a man lost all
his bedig but there was no compensation
allowed him. There is practically no medi-
cal attention in most of these places and in
the Jarrahidale bush the nearest place where
medical attention could Us obthinedT w~uld-
he at .Iarrahdale, 20 miles from the camp
sites. If they could not get attention there,
Perth would be the nearest centre to them.
There is no means of quick communcation
in the case of an accident. The men pay 4s.
a month into the medical fund and although
there in a hospital at the mill, the facilities
are 20 miles away from the workers.
I have known an instance of a man
being run over by a truck. The wheels
passed over his feet. It was 24 hours before
he received attention at the Perth hospital.
In another instance, an injured man had to

suffer for 10 hours before receiving atten-
tion. A special train had to be run ito
M'undijong. -In another case a grocer 's cart
took a man with a broken leg 17 miles over
a rough bush road. That "gives some idea as
to the sufferings of these workers. I have
known a man to remain suffering for 24
hoarp before getting medical attention. In
case of sickness the women have had to
suffer without attention for a long time. In
one instance a baby became sick and had to
be taken 20 miles to Jarrabdale in an open
truck. The nurse advised the mother to re-
turn home with the baby in order to keep
it warm. On Sunday she walked four miles
to the Albany-road to get a man to drive
them to Perth. On arrival there the baby
was found to be suffering from pneu-
monia and was placed on the danger
list. Again, no provision is made for
maternity cases. In one instance the
husband had to get a nurse from Armadale,
but the nurse could not stay for any length
of time. The neighbours took the baby to
Jarrabdal, where it died. In another in.
stance a mother nearly lest her Life. The
husband went to the mill for a nurse out
there was no rake returninig to the bush.
School facilities have been provided at the
Jarrahdale landing but the conditions are
cot satisfactory. Children. have had to travel
10 miles on a rake and then walk another
mile and a half to the echool and return
home in the samue way. That means to say
those children have to travel 20 nmiles by rail
and walk three miles a day in o-rder to at-
tend school. Next I will mention the con-
ditions at Ellis. Creek. The housing con-
ditions are anything but satisfactory. There
are no drains there and the water is ankle
deep at times in winter. There are no houses
at the bush landing and the men have to
keep a horse in order to get to their work
in the bush, or else maintain two homes. The
bush camps comprise wooden frames covered
with hessian. The men, get waste timber and
have to do their own work. Townspeople
would not put their dogs into such houses.
There is no doctor available at that centre
and the men have to rely on the assistance
of a man who knows something about first
aid to the injured. There is no nurse avail-
able and the nearest doctor is at Green-
bushes, 30 miles away from the camp. Some-
times the doctor is called upon to attend a
case, but will not do so. There are two doc-
tors at Eussetton, 'but when their services
have been required one would not go out
because there Was no read over which he
could drive his imotor; the other required a
deposit of £10 before he would visit the
patient. As to accidents there, a swamper
had his leg broken. The employees had to
take the bagging from the horses' collars to
make a stretcher and then had to carry him
on it for over a mile, They went on horse-
back for an engine, which took him to Nsn-
nup end then he was motored to hospital at
a cost of £5. Cases have been known wner"
subscriptions had to be taken up tW aend
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men away for medical attention. No pro-
vision in such places is mode for maternity
cases. Mrs. Jean Beadle, who is well knowfl
to most hon. members as being interested in
reform movements, and who is a very ad-
vaneed woman, was sent to these areas by
us in order to make inquiries. She made aL
thorough investigation and saw what was
taking place. She said that the houses con-
tained no conveniences whatever; they weic
just bare rooms and a verandah with no con-
veniences, no washhouse, no bathroom, no
coppers, and no shelves unless the workers
chose to erect them themselves. Many homes
were in bad condition and needed repairing.
She also ascertained that women in some
cases had covered the walls with brown
paper and renovattans had been carried oat
at the workers' expense. Certainly no pro-
vision was made for a large family. She
found that they had to go to the bush in
open trucks, and there was no protection for
them whAtever. Only one or two homes had
been supplied by the company at bush camps.
Mostly theyv were built by the workers
themselves, and comprised uprights made at
saplings with walls made of flour bags or
pieces of hessian. The roof was of gal-
vanised iron and the saplina-s and the roof
were supplied by the company. As the houses
were not lined, the frost dripped throuvh
and wet everything inside. The floor boards
were uneven and, generally speaking. the huts
could not be made comfortable. There was
no ventilation and the windows were covered
with strips of bags. As to the water supply.
the women had to carry what they required
fromn the brooks. Mrs. Beadle saw one woman
who had carried IS tins in one day and she
bad carrie/I them hung on a stick over her
shoulder. She found that the shifting of
camp was one of the horrors of bush life.
At Jarrahcdale, according to her evidence.
there was a well equippe-d hospital but no
midwifery ward was provided. There was
one qualified woman at the mill but none
in the bush. The result was that the
women had to be attenried to liv neigh-
hours or else brought to -arrabdale. The
nearest doctor in that instance was 25
miles away, . No provision was made for
sick women and children when travelling,
and again the rake constituted the only'
conveyance available. Under the heading
of maternity matters she gave one in-
stance of a mother who bad given birth
prematurely to a child. The infant was
brought in from the bush to the mill but
died before the doctor could be procured.
That woman is still a physical wreck.
Another woman was taken ill prematurely
but a nurse could not be secured at
Jarrabdale. The husband went to At-ma.
dale and brought a nurse who could stay
for only an hour and a half. The husband
could not get a doctor until the following
week. The services of a nre cost three
guineas and the workers have to pay a
woman to attend their wives whoai the
midwife is not available. Tbe doctor

charges subscribers to the medical fund
three guineas at Jarrahdale and what he
likes to non-subscribers. Generally speak-
ing, there are no conveniences in the bushi
and the workers have to depend upon
their neighbours. At North Dandalup the
maternity conditions are even worse, and
expectant mothers have had to come in on
the tender of an engine. No provision is
madec for the children and girls have to
go into domestic service mniles away, from
borne, while the boys follow their fathers
in the mills. The men have not the money
with which to provide for the education
of their children and certainly no ladi~ies
are available for higher edueation- Chil-
dren at Jarrahdsle have to walk 11- miles
to school from the bush. At WhVittaker 's,
the cooking has to be done in boilers andi
camp ovens and there are no washhouses
or baths. The cost of clothing is very
high there and a list that was prepared
showed increases of 107 per cent. *on
articles that were absolutely necessary. In
one instance the incrcase amounted to 203
per cent. That applied to calico, which
is a necessary article for the home. In
the course of evidence given by a man
ra~ned Jlarvis, it was shown that an em-
ployee in the timber yard broke both
bones of one of his legs. The accident
occuirred at 10 o'clock on a Wednesday
mpruing. First aid was rendered but the
man lied to wait on a stretcher for six
hours for the mill train to take him to the
siding. Ire remained on the stretcher all
night and left in the morning for the
hospital which was 59 mites away. Re
had to travel in an empty van and owing
to the grade it rocked and jumped about.

12 o'clock mitinight.

The man suffered excruciating pain, to
modify whuich the bearers travelled on
their knees, holding up the stretcher.
Tbey reached the hospital 30 hours after
the accident. The man's leg was then in
a shocking state. Then I have another in-
stance: A woman bore twins, 27 miles
away from the doctor. Both the mother
and the twins wore very ill. She was too
poor to be able to afford the doctor's fee
of £1J0 per visit. The mother and twins
had to be taken by road. One child died
on the journey, and the other died at the
hospital, owing to complications from ex-
posure. Then there was anotber instance:
The dress of a woman working at a bush
camp caught fire. She "as I1 miles from
the mill and 13 miles from the doctor.
There were no means of treatiog her. A
man had to be seat on horse-hack to bring
out the doctor. However, the doctor had
to wait for steam to be got up in the loco-
motive in order to take him out to give
treatment. During that time the woman,
in acute torment, was brought in to the
mill on a log wagon and taken to the
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hospital 17 miles train the mill. There she
died. These are a few instances of what
those people hare to bear. The conditions
are even worse than those set dawn by
Upton Sinclair when hie wrote "The
Jungle.'' All those matters should receive
attention. The profits on the sawmills
amount to 40 per vent. of the capital ex-
penditure. Surely, then, those workers are
,entitled to some consideration! A few
years ago I was able to get from the
department's reports the percentage of
profits tn show what they were doing, but
to-day the reports give no such informna-
tion. I hope the Government will see that
the form of the reports is amended so
that we can see what the percentage of
profits is. At present the reports give
no infoiniation at all in that respect,
although they show the production
and the expenditure. In 1921-22 the
profit amounted to over '23 per cent.
During the last two years they have been
still higher, although we cannot get them
from thme reports. In the State Sawmills
the year before last the net profit amounted
to £3'8,964, and the average earned oa loan
capital, after deducting depreciation and
reserve, "-as 23.91 per cent. During the
year just closed the act profit was con-
siderably higher, amounting to over £82,000.
In the face of that, surely something should
be done for those in compelled to carry on
the work in the mills! I am gravely dis-
appointed that nothing should hare been
done for thenm. The employers quote the
amount those men earn in the bush on the
best work. If they work long hours and
on Sundays, surely they are entitled to high
wa~ges! The average amount earned by the
whole of the men is never quoted, but only
the amount earned by a few men, which is
misleading. The men are compelled to work
under deplorable conditions that should be
imposed upon no civilised men. The amen
are afraid to take their womenfolk and
children into suet places. The Government
,should sten in and see that the condition
of affairs is altered, and that the men pion-
eering in our bush receive some remunera-
tion for the labour they give. When dealing
with the welfare of thousands of men,
women and children, a member ought to
have reasonable opportunity for placing his
grievances before the House on the Address-
ia-repl -y debate. Coming to re-afforeatation,
-a great deal could be done in the interests
of the country, and the timber workers could
be afforded an opportunity to make homes,
for themselves. The Forests Department
could open up the bush and bring in thous-
ands of loads of timber for firewood, sup-
-plying townspeople and the people in the
city with that commodity at a much cheaper
price than that ruling to-day. But our de-
partment started re-afforestation on the out-
skirts of the forest, instead of starting on
the side nearest to civilisation. They should
be cleaning uop the country, utilising the fire-
wood for the benefit of people in settled die-

trit-ts, opening up and developing the forest,
planting trees where necessary, cleaning up
the hush, encouraging the growth of younger
trees, and placing in favoured spots the
timber workers who know so much ahout the
forest and who therefore would make capi-
tal foresters. Those men could be gathered
together and settled on their ow-n little
plots.

Lieut.-Col. Denton: Another group settle-
meat.

'.%r. 1IOL'MAN: It would be a settlement
of comupe tent foresters who would safe-
guard the forest and see that it had a fair
chance of growing.

Lieut.-Col. Denton-. Could it be done?
Mr. HOLMNAA1.: Yes, and my friend

knows it. It would take me hours to fully
expound the proposal.

Lient-Cal. Denton: Keep it till. to-mort-
row.

'Mr. HIOLAN: If I thought I could thus
get for those men in the bush what they are
elititlrd to, I would speak until to-morrow.
If the Government will premise me to do
justice to those men, I shall not delay
wery much10 longer. It is remarkable that,
although we exported £1l,4030,000 worth of
timber last year, very little money has been
spent either on the men or on opening up
roadls. Since IS'4, 'Per cent, of our railway
I r.'iAit is derived from timber, surely those
districts are entitled to some consideration!
The pioneer farmer has my deepest sym-
pathy. I do not begrudge him anything he
has got, and I hope he gets a lot mere. The
timber workers, however, are pioneering
without the prospect of getting homes for
themselves. They cannot even get a grant
for a road. When they wanted a road at
North Dandalup they made it themselves.
The same men are opening up a road from
North Dandalup to Dwellingup, and they
want some asgietanec. I hope the 'Minister
for 'Works will help them to carry out this
work. In places like Dwellingup where pine-
ticallv the whole of the mills are owned by
the State and the roads are utilised for mill
traffic, a few pounds may be required to re-
pair the road.

Lieut.-Col. Dlenton: How much do they
want?

Mr. HIOLMANX: About a couple of hun-
dred pounds. Considering the revenue de-
rived by our railways from the transport of
timbler, surely these men are entitled to a
little consideration. No mn are so large-
hearted as are these workers in the hush.
They have to face all sorts of dangers, aind
the women and children have to lead lives
that are really deplorable. The very worst
class of lire in the agricultural areas can-
not be compared with theirs, because the
farmers arc carving out homes for them-
selves and have something to look forward
to. We have heard a great deal about vie-
timisation. Special reference has been made
to one of the magistrates and to a super-
intendenit of police. I do not know the
facts of either case, and do not intend to
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e'press any opinion. It is stated that the
Guvermmnunmt have adopted a policy of spoils
to the victors, but I maintain they are jus-
tified in ni pointing to such positions men
who will carry out their policy as it should
be carried out. The Government would
merit strong condenration if they did not
do so. What has taken place in this House?
I was Chairman of Committees for six years,
anid members of the opposite party did me
the honour to say I was the best chairman
that ever occupied the position. Yet when
they were returned to power, they appointed
someone else to thle position. If that is not
anl example of spoils to the victors I do not
know what is I did my doty while
in the Chair, irrespective of whether
I pleased or offended anyone. Throughout
my six years of office I never had to name a
member, and I haed to speak harshly only
twice. 'Never was a decision of mine i-hal-
lenged, nor a ruling disputed. We bad a
strenuous time during those years. On oc-
ensioni' when, T left the Chamrrber for a few
milnutes' spell, the temporary chairmen who
relieved me hadl to name members. The
Leader of the Opposition anti other members;
said I was the best chairman they had ever
sat under, amid yet they vietisnised me on
the first day they canme back with a majority.
Why then should they criticise the actions of
the present Government? Here is probabily a
worse examiple of victimisation. I was one
of the oldest volunteer firemen in the State.
I had a good knowledge of the work, and
helped to make tile volunteer movenment what
it was. I was appointed to the Fire Brig-
ades Board, and wag an ordinary member of
it for too years. During that time I re-
ceived £.50 in fees.

Lieut.-Col. Denton: flow many fires did
you have?

Mr. IHOLMAN: When I was in the Con.
fire brigade, we hild the chanmpion brigade
of the State. The fees I receiv'ed from the
board I put tosvards a championship shield
worth a7 guineas for competition annongst
the different brigadles. Then I "'as ap-
pointed president of the hoard, and heold
that hpostion for three or four mouths. Al-
though efforts had been made to fix up an
agreement with the men during the previous
year, the hoard during my presidencyv fixed
up a satisfactory agreement, and the Smon
were fairly ivell contented. As soon as the
newv Cnvernment got into power, I wans put
out of that position, and the mayor of Nor'
than., a friend of th. Premier and of M.%.
Colei'ntch, was given a place on the board.
If the p'resent Government arc worthy of
their nawes, it will not he long before there
is a further firing out. I could quote other
ipstanees. Whatever criticism may be
directed agisainst me, I hare a reord that
it would be difficult to bent. Withmin the
last year or two charges were made azainqt
me by a certain s'ewspaper, and I wish to
showv the liffirpmltv that any mran has to pro-
tect his character when attacked byv an n-
scrameulous paper. I was accused of being
a traitor to my country. It was said I had

gone the whole hog in the conspiracy against
British. industry and British survival.
No more cowardly or -dirty attack could
be made on an 'y man. Althoughi I
w'as above the age and had nine children,
I volunteered for service onl two ot--asbons.
I have mny rejection badge and certificates.
Tlhat showed I was willing to do my duty.
Mr. Mac~alum Smith never offered him-
self, and lie is as young a man as r anm,
in a letter position financially, ati without
chick or child dependent upon him. But
because I would not be a traitor to the party
to w-hich I had belonged since 1892, 1 was
stigmatised as a traitor to rmy country. I
was attacked because I would not be a traitor
to my jairty. I defended my character in
the rcirte and obtained a verdict. I w'as
compelled to go to Sydney at heavy expense
to fight against a n of no standing. He
was hired by the 'Sunday Times' in an
endeavour to still further damn my chbar-
acter. They had a man niamed Catts giving
evidence against me. When he deserted the
Labour Party he was able to publish whole
pages of advertisements in the big morning
arid evening papers. An effort "'as made
to rse that against mre as evidence before the
Commission that sat in New South Wales.
Another witness, a perjurer named Pletcher.
who was in the Prime Mfiister's Depart
meait, was also brought against me before
thle commission. He swore that I hald been
in Nfelbourne attending a deputation to the
Prime Minister, Mr. Hughes, and that lie
look notes of what T had said, w-herons I wag
not in 110hourne. These perjurers, and
worse, were hired as; tools by that newspaper-
to drum my character. I hadl to pay myr
own costs in this case. I was called upon to
go to Sydney and had very little costs in
any diirection. The case was cnrried from
one court to another ii, order to make it
clflicolt for inc tn defend nn' character. Tt
is time the libel laws were aimended to give
gr.'aftr protectiong to individuals against the
rnrerupullous attacks of those who, to suit
tl'eir own base purposes, go for everyone
they can. The Special Jury Act should also
ibe amended, for it places people at a great
disadv-antage. I would prefer to have a
case dealt with before a judge from whomn I
would expect to receive greater consideration
than I id- receive. T hope the Government
will carry out the pre-election pledges they
made to the country, and will put into
effect the policy they were, sent here to carry
out. I hope they will endeavour to put into
force every plank of tile platform of our
party. When the Government can by admin-
igtrotive act do a thing, they shoulld do it
withon't hesitation. They ore justified in
.appointing to positions men who will admin-
ister symnpathetically any department over
which the Goveranent have control. The
Government are justified in placing in those
positions the men who are available to 61ll
them. I must express my deep regret at
the necessity for the change of representa-
tion for my district through the death of
Peter 0 'Loghlen. I should have greatly
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preferred to see him still filing his old
position, one that he occupied for sp ninmny
years with such advantage to the State.
I may not be connected with the timber
workers' union for very long because there
may be trouble there, but so long as I have
tile ability and knowledge I will continue
to lay before the House the conditions
under which the timber workers lire, the
dangers they encounter, and the many pri-
vations they undergo. So long as f am
able I will raise my voice inl their interests
and do so without fear or favour. It wilt
always be my endeavour to Ree that there
is meted out to them the justice to which
the' are entitled.

Air. CLJYDESDALE (Canning) (12.25
a.m.1 :I believe I am to be the Iast speaker
on the Address-in-reply. I must congratu-
late you, Sir, upon your accession to the
high office you now hold. If you feel as
happy as you look you must be well satin-
fled with your present position. I have
been keenly interested in the debate and
bare asked myself the question, does the
time that has been wasted justify the ex-
peniditurel No doubt I will be taken to
tank by members for that remark, but it
does appear to me that some alteration in
the present system is necessary. I have
asked several members why we should make
such long speeches, and T am told that these
speeches are made so that they- may be
conveyed to their constituents. If the elec-
tors linew the enormous cost to the country
consequent upon the making of tbese
speeches. Do doubt they -would tell members
to curtail] their remarks. We are expected
to set an example to the people. Tf busi-
ness men in this State were to waste three
weeks of their time out of 12 months,' as
we are wasting it here n6w. there would
soon be very few solvent h,,sincsses left in
the city. During the course of the debate
many requests have been made to the Trea-
sarer for expenditure in certain directions.
I have worked these re-quests out to a total
of something. like P20,000,000. Later on
members of the Oppoisitin and probably
some on this side will be tellinq the Pre-
mier he n-,st keep down his expenditure to
avoid increasing the deficit. I do not wvish
to be looked upon as parochial, but desire
to refer to the disanpointment I felt at
the apboo~neement of the Minister for Rail-
way' that there were not going to be any
farther tramway extensions in the metro-
politan area.

Mr. E. Bi. Jobnstont You are no- going
to raise the expenditure to £21,000,000,

Mr. C!LYDESD)ALE: The Minister is to
be cosiatulated on taking a fir-m stand, for
he realised that motor buse" are going to
be serious competitors with the trains. The
possibility is that if the tram, were ex-
tended t6e system would be out of date in
a short time. Somne of mv constituents do
not enitorse that view. Althoegh it is not
always the best thing to do to congratulate

a Minister when his views are in opposition
to those of one's constituents, I do say he
has taken up the right stand on this point.
We have to consider that there are invested
in our trains 21,000,0O00, and the interest
has to be paid on this for all time. In
Melbourne, Sydney and Adelaide the au-
thorities hare s~rrived at an important de-
cision, namely, that there is insufficient
traffic for both motors and trams. If there
is insufficient traffic in cities like those
n-here the population is so large, how
can we possibly run our tramns sue-
oessfully if we allomv motor buses to
compete with uist We cannot do so.
Both Melbourne and Adelaide, after allow-
ing the buses to compete with the trains
for a number of 'years, have decided to
buy buses of their own and ran thenm in
comnpetition with the other buses and the
tramns, Ia this matter we must have either
nothing but private e nterprise, or else
nothing but State or municipal control.
To me the only solution of the difficulty
seems to be for the Government to run
motor buses in conjunction with the exist-
ing tramuways. Doubtless it will be said
that the motor buses would represent
another State trading concern. People
can call the concern what they like, but .r
say it would be at all events a sensible
concern. Some years ago the local
authorities were clamouring for municipal
control of the trains. How many of those
local authorities would to-day accept the
tramns if the Government offered to hand
them, overt Not one of them would do
so, and the reason for the refusal would
be simply thle opposition of the motor
buses. If we permit the competition of
private motor buses, there is no possible
chance of any further tramway extension
in the metropolitan area during the next
10 years. No doubt it is easy to say' this
and that should be done. Nevertheless I
do suggest to the Government that they
instal a motor bus service cn the Lord-
street line and on the proposed extension.
I mean an up-to-date service, not one run-
ning every hour or every hour and a-half.
Let them give a good motor bus service
six months' trial, and at the end of that
time they will know whether a tramway
extension is justified. Then they' could
instal the motor bus service in another
district where the residents were clamour-
ing for tramway extension. Under those
conditions it would be useless for deputa-
tions to go to the Government and say,
''This service would pay, and pay hand-
somely, right from the Jump.' I believe
I have made such statements oil two or
three occasions, However, I have always
been right. If my suggestion is adopted,
the people running the motor bus services
will complain that their living is being
taken away. Speaking as a motor car
owner, I should say that the average
charabanc new in use here has cost £800.
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The depreciation on such a vehicle is
heavy; T estimate it at £200 for 12 mionths
and at £:400 for two years. If the Govern-
ment allow these charabanca to run in
competition with them for two years, what
will be the result? Undoubtedly the Gov-
ernment will have to buy out the owners
of the eharabanes. There is not sufficient
traffic for both.

The Minister for Railways: What about
the charabanc owners buyving us out!

Mr. CLYDESD)ALE:. In reply to that
interjection I have to point out that
earlier in mny speech I said the service
must be either all Government or all pri-
vate enterprise. If the Government would
now purclhase those motor buscs, whose
owners prohably have some sort of right,
since their vehicles have been so long on
the road, the Government would get the
buses in good order, and- would] probably
make a good bargain. The men employed
on the buses, could enter the Government
service, and thus there -would be little
damage done to anybody. Two rears
fromt now the proprietors would probably
ask £800 per bus. Very few people allow
sufficient depreciation oni a car, simply be-
cause they do not appreciate how much a
ear deteriorates in 12 months. If the
Government refuse to purchase the buses
and allow the present condition of affairs
to continue for two years, private enter-
prise will have built up big business and
will make heavy claims against the Gav-
ermnent for compensation. From every
aspect the positiou will then be much
worse than it is now. Melbourne and
Sydney find that their 'tramway services
cannot compete with the motor buses. Six
months ago T went to the Government and
said, "Don't let these people invest their
money; step in now and tell them not
to invest it." Had that course been
adopted, there would not be nearly as many
buses on the roads to-day as there actu-
ally are. rIflave been reading what some
experts have to say about time cost of road
construction and tramway construction
per mile. Their estimate is that to con-
struct a mile of road would cost £8,000.
We bave passed the period when we could
do with a 9-foot ribbon road which wonld
carry only ordinary traffic. Nowadays it
is more economical to build a good road
costing £8,000 per mile than to build a
cheap road ait £4,000. Tie figure of
£8,000, of course, refers to the mnetropoli-
tan ares, ia wiche there 'a so much motor
traffic. Tramway extension, according to
the experts, will cost £12,000 per mile.
Add the £12,00 per -mile for the tramway
to the £8,000 per mile far the road, and
where is revenue adequate to the cost to
come from if we allow competition? There
is no chance of getting the money required
unless we tax the man who occupies a
small house and probably never rides in a
motor car. To-day motor cars ate doing

more damage than they are t'amed for.
Motor car owners will have to pay con-
siderably more taxation; otherwise the
occupa~nt of a four-roomed cottage will
have his rates increased. In the past I
have advocated that we should endeavour
to arrange with the Commonnwealth Gov-
ernment for the imposition of a petrol
tax. Some people have argued that it
would be an unfair tax. For my part I
contend that it would be perfectly fair.

Lieut.-Gol. Denton: What about a tyre
taxf

Mr. CLYDESDALE: That, too, would
be a good tax; but one man might get
5,000 miles out of a tyre, and another
8,0 00,

Lieut.-Col. Dlenton : How would you
work it; on the consumption of petrol?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: The man who uses%
his i.ar merely for pleasure outings duning
week-ends pays for all the damage lie
does; but the mkan who covers thousands
of miles every week does not pay 4a pro-
portion, and he should be made to do so.
In the ametropolitan area there are some
cbar-a-hancs and trucks that carry Lip to
,seven or eight tons: How are we to cont-
struet roads to carry that weight? If the
load were distributed, I would say it -was all
right,

M r. Sampson: What about the steam
trucks?

Mr. Davy - The roads belong to the
owners of those vehicles as well as to us.

Mr. CLYDESDALE,: True; hut where
can we find the money to construct roads
for those owners? We may possibly be able
to find sufficient money to construct roads
for the average traffic; but, in view of the
hugs mileage of roads we need, it is not
possible for us to construct roads suitable
for those motor owners.

Lieu t.-Col. Denton: The heavy traffic
comes into the country districts, too, and
does damage there.

Mr. CLYDE SDALE: 'When I was con-
nected with the South Perth council. that
body used to top-dress a certain mileage of
road and have it tested. Before the intro-
ductlion of motor traffic our roads would
last on an average f or three years and three
months. Then with the motor traffic de-
veloping and becoming heavier, the roads
did not last for 13 months. Yet we bear
people say that the motor traffic is not the
cause of the roads being cut up! ft is be-
cause of that that many local governing
bodies are without funds. In fact some of
them are bankrupt and have to come to
the Glovernment to provide money to build
roads for motorists who do not pay for
them. That is the position.

Mr. Sampson: The roads are so bad that
they play havoc with the tyres.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: If the motorists
paid more and better roads were provided,
it -would be cheaper for them in the long
run.

461



462 [ASSEMBLY.]

Mfr. Sampson: I am sure that is 80.
'.%r. CLYDESDALE: WVo must have roads

constructed on scientific principles.
Mr. Richardson: We must have a stand-

ard for the roads.
Mfr. CLYDESDALE: Quite so. Further

than that, before building! roads we should
have a laboratory to test the material to
he laid doan. T kinow of one instance where
£1,600 was spent out of traffic fees to re-
pair a road, and the material used was soft
limiestone that one could cut with a knife.
That was --overed with two inches of gravel.
The road looks beautiful, but in six months'
time it inil! be clearly demonstrated that
that money has been thrown, away. Unless
the mnotorists are compelled by thie Govern-
nient to pay for the damage, people owning
small houses will have to contribute more
than they shnuld do. I know I am not popu-
lar anon, the iiotor.owners betcause of my*
.ttitudle, but I do not care a rap about
that.

Mr. Panton: It is not only the motorists
wbo do the damage.

Mr, ('LYI)EDALE: I have shown the
position. The people possessing heavy
motors come along and break down the top
of the road, aiid then the suction from the
fast traffic draws uip the substance of the
road. That is what is going on. I am con-
vinced that the fast traffic does more damage
than the ?'caivy traffic. I am not condemn-
fim monrists, for motor vehicles have come
to stay. We must encourage them, but they
most pay a fair share towards the upkeep
of the ronds they damage so much now.
I believe that a petrol tax, if such an im-
position could be arranged with tire Fed-
eral Government, or some other tax, should
be imposed.

Nfr. Sampson: There is already a tax im-
posed on pptrol, tyres, parts, and so On.

Mr. CLYDESTDALE: If the Vacuum Oil
('onpary imposed an icrase of 2s. a ease
on Ietrol to-morrow, nothing would be said.
On the other hand if the Government im-
posed a tax of 2s., there would be a howl.
When 32q. a ease was charged for petrol
there was no complaint. Tf 26s. was charged
for petroll to-morrow the consumption wvould
not decrease by 10 per cent.

The 'Minister for Works: What is the
prico of petrol now?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: It is now 19S. 6d.
M.fr. Sampson: The Commonwealth col-

lected £92.000 last year from the motor in-
dustry in Western Australia.

Mtr. Ches~on: What did the State get?
Mr. Sampson: Nothing. That should have

gone to the State.
Mfr. C'LYDlESDALE: What did the oil

monospolists collect? At any rate, I have
expressed my views and I hope something
will bep done in that direction, not only in
the intorests of the local governing bodies,
br-t of the motor owners themselves.

'.%r. Parton: With the advent of heavier
traffic and bigr tractors, the country roads
are being damaged.

Air. C'LYDESDALE: Of course each class
of traffic wvill have to be dealt with on its
merits.

Mr. Davy: You have a remedy under the
Road Districts Act.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: What is the remedy
allowed?

2\lr. Davy: A road board can proceed
against anyone who damages a road.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, but they,
have to catch the offenders.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Road board mem-
hers in some instances own the vehicles
themselves and in those circumstances they
are ant likely to take proceedings. Still I
maintain that the fast traffic does as much
barma as does heavy vehicular traffic.

.ilr. (lbesson: It 'lops more damage.
'Mr. (CLYDESI)ALE: The fact remains

that we cannot provide sufficient money to
l~imild roads to carry such traffic.

The Minister for Lands: The trouble is
that our people want the samne as obtains
in countries where they have millions.

21Ir. CLYDIESDALE: I wish to refer to
the question of unsatisfactory tramway Ser-
vics in the mectropolitian area, particularly
on the Victoria Park route. The three best
laying lines in the metropolitian area are
those serving Victoria Park, Suhiaco and
ift. Lawley. in Subiaco and M.%t. Lawley
there are double lines.

Mr. Sampson: Do not overlook the Como
route.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: I have nothing to
complain about regarding that line. On the
Victoria Park route, however, there is the
(aoseway difficulty and the Como holiday
traffic. There is only a single line from
thle ('alasoway to 'Mint-street. It is almost
impossihle to get a seat in the tramn along
that route, and if it were possible to extend
the loons on the (Causeway and brild a
dou-ble line in Victoria Park matters would ho
improved. I do not ask, as has been done
in other instances, for thep construction of
a double line on the ground that people will
i-c encouraged to build houses along the
route. In this instance the traffic is already
there and the Governm~ent cannot cope with
it. It is nothing new for a tram to be held
up for 20 minutes, and under such circum-
stances, hearing in mind thre Como traffic,
there may be a serious accident on the
Causeway one of these days. The service
is not n-hat it should he. T n-ant to impress
uinon the 1finister that he should recognise
the neei-sitfr for constructing a double line
alona this route. By so doing he will not
violate his expressed determination that it
is essential that no further tramways
shall be carried out this year. What 1
advocato is Merely an improvement to the
existing line. There is another matter to
whh'h T desire to refer in connection with
tramway work. I do not condemn the Gov-
ermnt in this respect, but T thinkc they
made a mristake when they decided to build
a tramline over the horseshboe bridge. At
the north end of that bridge the traffic goes
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in three directions and anyone who drives
a motor car and desires to go to the parcels
office has to turn at an angle of 45 degrees
now. With the trains passing over the
bridge the ears will be on the curve, with
the result that the big bogies will project
over the rails for three or four feet. By
that means they will take up a lot of the
road. I an' satisfied that if the tramnline is
taken over the horseshoe bridge, within five
years it will have to be pulled up. Theo
bridge is congested enough now.

The Minister for Railways: It carries the
traffic now.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: The motor and Table-
tilar traffic over the bridge now is quite
enough.

Mr. Sampson:; Then there is the traffic
from, the railwas as well.

Mr. CL~YDESDALE: If Pertb progresses
as rapidly during the future as it has during
the past ten years the horseshoe bridge will
not he adeqate to carry the traffic, apart
ailtogether from, the tramns. It is not suit-
able for trains. It has a sharp curve, and
there is no room at the far end. There will
he nothing but coagestion. That would oc-
cur to-day if the trains were there, so what
is going to happen in a few years' time?
Either a straight-across bridge for trains
should be built, or they should be taken
along to the '3lelbourne-road crossing. To
run the trains over the existing bridge would
be a lamentable mistake. I would say that
!in face of all the engineers in Western Aus-
tralia. I hope the Government will give this
serious consideration. I want to make ref-
erence to the State assistance rendered to
indligent persons. Take the case of a mother
with four children. She receives 9s. weekly
per child until thu children arrive at the
age of 14 years. I do not wish to east re-
flections on the officers controlling the de-
partment, for they appear to be doing their
work well. The widow herself also receives
Vs. weekly. Therefore she receives a total
of £2 .5s. for five persons. Suppose she has
to pay l-9s. per week rent. She is left with
£1 10s. weekly' for the keep of five persons.
How in the name of God can a woman
with four children live on 30s. a week? She
bas no possible chance. I belong to an
organisation that knows these things, knows
what is done. The good mother stints her-
self to feed her children to the best of her
ability, while the bad mother lets the State
take charge of the kiddies and put them in
a home where, I admit, they are wvell looked
after. The Government should increase the
weekly amount. it is a disgrace to any Gov-
ernment. Take thme price of meat to-dav-
Is. or Is. 3d. per lb. How then can a mother
keep four children and herself On 30s. a
week? Is that a fair deal? But when one
of the children reaches 14 years of age the
amount for that child is cut off. The mother
receives nothing for it. How much can a
child of 14 years of age earn? Will he not
be lucky to get a job at all!

Mr. Chessen ± Except as a nurse girl.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: The Minister for
Lads to-day told a deputation that there
is a number of young boys in the metro-
politn area out of work. When one of the
children reaches 14 years of age, the mother
is worse off than before. I appeal to the
Minister to see that the amount is increased
to at least 10s. weekly, no matter what may
be the Position Of the S~tate finances. I also
wish to reter to the Golden Casket system ot
Maintaining hospitals. We should intro-
duce that system into Western Australia. We
have the example of Queensland. Queens-
land p~eople are very shrewd. They saw that
their old system of financing hospitals im-
posed too great a burden upon a few, so they
decided to indulge in a so-called gambling
stunt and get people all over the world to
finance the Queensland hospitals, instead of
the people of Queensland having to do it
themselves. That is the position. Investors
from far and wide are responding to the
Gelden Casket appeal. Why cannot we do
the sme? The curse of Western Australia
is that we are sending too much money to the
other States.

Mr. Sampson: Yes, in every way.
Mr. CLYDESDALE: Well, here is the

first step towards remedying the defect and
getting some money from outside with which
to finance our hospitals. Take the existing
appcal for the Perth hospital. Every day we
read in the newspapers that the secretary
has been visiting different organisations,
cadging for money for the care of our sick
poor. If the system of the Golden Casket
be wrong, it is not nearly, so wrong as our
existing system of cadging on street corners.
When Mr. Ford, a member of the Federal
Parliament, was over here, I asked him what
would be the position in Queensland if the
Labour Government were ousted from power.
He said lie did not care which party at-
tained power, no Queensland Government
would be game to cancel the Golden Casket.
We hear about the opposition that would be
raised in Western Australia. Where is it0 I
have waited in vain for that opposition to
find a better system. It is up to them to
find a better system or for ever remain silent.
I hope the Government this session will bring
down a Bill for the initiation of the Golden
Casket system. MrI. Ford also told me that
at the outset many people of Queensland
w~ere opposed to this system, but that now
they looked upon it as their duty to contri-
bute 5s. per week or per month, Of course,
I eon quite understand the influence that the
chance of winning a prize exercises. How-
ever, people of Queensland who never pre-
viously contributed to the hospitals, now con-
tribute freely. I wish to commend the Gov-
ernment on what they are doing for the min-
ing industry, but it seems to me that a man
trying to develop a mine is in much the same
Position as a former in the wheat areas. If
a farmer's property be 25 miles away from
the railwayv, it is not a payable proposcition.
So, too, in the mining industry. The Mit-
chell Government spent thousandls of pounds.
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in sending out prospectors hundreds of miles.
Suppose the present Government were to
send a prospecting party from Kalgoorlie
200 miles out, and that party found gold.
How long would it be before any practical
results would accrue, and what must the
show he worth before it becomes a payable
propcsitiont To me there scorns a better
system available, namely, to devote energies
to areas lying close to railway lines and do-
velop well-known lodes. If they adopt that
course I am Satisfied they will get better re-
suits. I recall that at the conference of those
interested in mining, I advocated the boring
systemt. There are many fine lodes between
Yalgon andi Meetatharra; seine have shown
promise, soame have gone down to water
Itv aeIn d beeni aan, ineed there, :nl sonic
have petered out. If efforts were confined to
boring, better results would be obtained than
by sending prospectors out hundreds of
miles into the back country. I hope the Min-
ister for Mines will cnsider this point.
The Address-in-reply has now extended
into the fouirth nrvek of the sitting,
and it is (tie o'clock lin the morn-
ing and everyone is pleasedi that the
long discussion is nearing an end. Those
people who stand for conducting the affairs
of the House in a b,,siness-like mnjner are
not satisfied with this Address-ini-reply farce.
That is rather strong language, bsit f do not
think that the time involved and the expense
entailed in printing the ''Hansard'' reports
jutstify the- resoflt, namely. the desire of
memblers to have their speeches reported for
the benefit of. their constituents.

Question nut and passed; the Address.
in-reply adopted.

BILLS (8)-FIRST READING.

1, Legal Practitioners Act Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. Hughes.

2, Closer Settlement.
Introduced by the Minister for Lands.

3, Arbitration Act Amendment.
4, Workers Compensation Act Amend-

ment.
Introduced by the Minister for Works.

5, Private Savings Bank.
Introduced by the Premier.

6, Inspection of Scaffolding.
7 Road Districts Rates.

Introduced by the Minister for W orks.
8, Jury Act Amendment.

Introduced by the Minister for Justice.

House adjourned at 1.10 a.m. (Thursday.)

legislative Bosemb ,
Thursday, 21st August, 19R4.
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The Xi'I AKEB! took the Chair at 4.30
pnm., and read prayers.

lURGENCY 'MOTTON-GROUli SETTLE-
MENTS, IMPERIAL A4;REEMENT.
Mr. SPEAKER: I have received the

following letter from the ninber for
Katanning (Mr. Thomson):-

Dear Sir, I desire to infer,,, y-oul that
it is mi1 initention to moive for the ad-
jourmAnet of the hLouse as a matter of
urgency under Standing Orders 47 and
47A, to call attention to the serious and
alarming statements made by the Minister
for Lands (Hon. W. C. Angwin) in the
metropolitan Press, wherein he states
that according to the interpretation of
the Crown Law authoritie,; the agreement
made b~etwe-en the Imperial and Western
Aostralian Governments if carried out on
present conditions would entail the loss
of about £4,000,000.

The Standing Orders referred to give the
Speaker vower to decide whether or not
a motion of this kind is in order, and to
some extent that includes the question of
urgency. It would be obviously nwise
and oult of order to permit a matter of
urgency to be mnoved when it could be
moved and properly dealt with on ordinary
notice. However, the Standing Orders pro-
vide that the responsibility of urgency
shall be divided hetween the Speaker and
the hion. member, and seven other lion.
members who must stand in their place.
This matter is one of importance-

Mr. Hlolman; It is not a matter of
urgency.

Mr. SPEAKER: And being of import-
ance, it may, he one of urgency.

lMr. Holmnan: It may be used for some
flag tlapping.

Mr. SPEaiKER: I will, therefore, allow
this matter to go, upon seven lion, members
rising in their places.

Seven members having risen in their
places-

Mr. THOMSON (Katanuing) [4.351; 1
moIve-

That thee House do now adjourn.
Mr. Holman: In which band are you

going to wave the flag


