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This may mean a good deal of work for me
as [ eader of the House, but I think mem-
bers are entitled to know how matters stand
and the reason for any course of action
that iy decided upon by the Government.
So far ns 1 am able T will supply them with
that information, I will do all I ean to
earry out my duties to the satisfaetion of
the House and, as I hope, to the advantage
of the counntry.

Question put and passed; the Address-in-
repdy adopted.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY : I move—

That thr Address be preseated to Hia
Ereel ney the Licutennnt-Governor by
the President and such members as may
desire to accompany him,

(rwstion put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT --SPECTAL,
Ti ("OLONTAL SECRETARY: T move—-

Thet the House at itz rising adjourn
vatit Tuesday, 9th September.

Qoestion put and passed.

House adiourncd at 9.34 p.m.

BLegislative  Hsscmbly,
Hednesday, 20th Ay sty 1924,

Questions: Rallways, Merredln Statlon 416
Trusteea Caolonial Investment Act ... 416
Address-in-reply, conclusion 416
Bills : Lezs! Practitlonera Act Amendment W, 4B
Clo~er Settlement, 1R. . 484
Arbitratlon Act Amendment. 1R, ... 464
Workers’ Compensation Act Amendment. 1B, 464
Privote Savings Bapk, 1k, ... 404
Yuspection of Seaﬂoldfmz. 404
Road Districts Rates, . 464
Jury Act Amendment-, ln. 404

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pm., trd read prayers.

QUFSTION—RATLWAYS, MERREDIN

STATION,

Ar. GRIFFITHS asked the Minister for
Bailwavs: 1, Is he aware that the ex-mem-
ber for \vun (Mr. Ilarrison) oo the 21st
Tecemt 1, 1923, wrote to the Merredin Road
Finard o« follows:— ‘Loan Estimates pro-
vide £1.000 to be spent at Merredin gtation
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and vard. Hope this may be increased’’t
2,Wil] he ascertuin which of the ex-Minis-
ters, i.e., the Premier, Minister for Works,
or Minister for Railways, anthorised Mr.
Harrison te make such a statement? 3,
Will he see the promise made is hinnoured
and £4,000 placed on the 1924.25 Lean
Estimates for the Merredin station and
varnd!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, No. 2, The sum of £4,000 was in-
cluded in the Loan Estimates of the Railway
Department for 1923-24 for improvements
at Merredin if ecopsidered necessary, but
the expoenditure was not authorised by the
Government. The hon. member could doubt-
less ascertain from the, ex-Ministers direct
which (if any) of them gave Mr, Harrison
the information. 3, No promise can be
made at prsent, but the request will be
horne in mind.

QUESTION—TRUSTEES COLOXIAL
INVESTMENT ACT,

My, GRIFTITHS asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Is it proposed this session to
amend the Act relating to the investment of
trust funids? 2, If so, will this be done
carty in the session?

The MININTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes. 2, Yes.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Fleveath Day—~Conc'usion.

Dehate resumed from the previous day.

Mr, HUGHES (East Perth) [435): I
join with other members in congratulating
¥ou, Hir, njon your elevation to the dis-
tinguishul position of Speaker. I also con-
gratylate the Premier and his colleapues
upon their clevation to the Treasury bench,

Alr. George: You will commiserate with
them hefore long.
Mr. HIFGHES: T also extend my con-

gratulations to the new members of this
House, T am sorry the Leader of the Oppo-
sition has been obliged to absent himself
from this Chamber for the last fortnight
owing to the state of his health, and trust
it will not be long betore we see him here
agnin., T also desire to extend to him my
svmpathy.  Not long ago he had a great
number of {riends, but these are evidently
not «n favourably dispused towards him now
a8 they were. This is one of the things a
public man has to ynt up with, Apparently
peo le must have new gods. Tt is remark-
ahle how the friends of sucvess leave a man
in the hour of adversity. I am pleased to
say that Sir James Mitehell’s loval col-
leaue, the member for Murray-Wellington
{(Mr. Georee) is otill with him  aed is
vicornpsly fichting on his behalf. 1 hape
thut hen, member will remain long enongh
in the Chamber to become a little modern-
ised.
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Mr. George: I will take lessons by corres-
pondence from you.

Mr. HUGHES: He has admitted that he
is a trifle old-fashioned in his views, I take
it he made that vemark for the benefit of
new members, for there was no need to make
it to old members, It is gratifying to us,
who stand for the masses of the people, that,
after seven years of administration by those
who are politically opposed to us, our party
has once more come into possession
of the Treasury bench. It is fortunate
that the financial debacle brought about by
the irresponsible manner in which burdens
have been piled upon the State beyond its
tapacity to bear them, iz now at an end.
The onerous tusk of epdeavouring to extri-
cate the State from its vnfortunate position
has devolved upon the Leader of our party,
and there i8 no man more qualified to un-
dertake the task. The wnost important sub-
jeet for our congideration is that of finance.
It is appalling that a population of roughly
360,000 souls should be weighed down with
an acenmulated deficit of six million pounds.
SBome members opposite leu us we ought not
to worry about the deficit. The member for
Murray-Weilington says it does not matter
twopence,

My, George: I am not worrying about it,
and do not infend to.

Mr. HUGHES: When the deficit was one
willion the hon. member had a lot to say
abort it. One of his colleagnes hecame
world-famous under the name of ‘‘Gore-a.
million-Taek.”’

Mr. George: He was not a colleague of
mine when he got that name,

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member adopted
him, and I shouwld imagine he endorsed his
actions when he did so. A deficit of one
million pounds was indeed 2 serions matter,
but now that it has cxceeded six million
pounds it is even more serious. In the
Governor’s Speech we are told that the de-
fisit for the laat financial year was slightly
-over a quarter of a million pounds. Atten-
fion i3 drawn to the faet that the railway
revenve has come within £30,000 of balane-
ing the ledger, One section of the ¢om-
munity has received unfair advantages from
our railways. If the freights were properly
and remsonably masessed the railways would
not be showing a deficit of £30,000 but a
suhstantial surplus. Whilst last year orr
railwavs showed a loss of £216,000, the
freight rate per ton mile was 2.024. We
carricd 15,733,837 ton miles of fertiliser at
.58d. per ton per mile, which is approxi-
mately 256 'per cent. of the freight rate.
We brought . back 40,652,597 ton miles of
wheat at .12d. per ton mile, or about 50
per eent. of the avarage freight. In other
wordé, we gave railway concessions to the
farmers amounting to £250,000 in ome year,
or £34,000 over and above the total deficit
-qm the railway system. '
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Mr. Thomson: Make the producer pay
the lot, of course.

Mr. HUGHES: I should make him pay
his fair share,

Mr. Thomson: Let him pay the lot.

Mr, HUGHES: He does not pay the lot.

Mr. Brown: What did the others get in-
directly?

Mr. HUGHES. I will show the hon. mem-
ber., The position this year is even more
aggravated. The farmer can well afford, as
you, Sir, know, to pay reasonable rates upon
super and wheat transport. This year -
17,625,144 miles of fortiliser freight was
carried at .56d. per ton mile. There has
been a slight increase of .03d. per ton per
mile, That, on the average freight rate,
is 1.95d. per ton per mile. On that item
alone the farming community received
£102,000 in councessions between the average
freight rate and the average rate at which
they are having their fertilisers carried.
There was breught back from the country
in wheat 65,435,641 ton miles at 1.044. By
a reduction of 9d. per ton per mile, this
conceszion below the average freight rate
amounted to £245,383. On these two items
alone the farming eommunity received a
couression worth £347 383,

Mr. Lindsay: The onrly time the railways
pay is when wheat is being carried.

Mr. HUGHES: Does the hon, member
suggest that we should consider the rail-
ways pogition as a matter of months and
only run them during the period when they
ray, owing to the transport of wheatt 1%
is becauvse of the farmers that we run the
railways ali the year into the owtback cen-
tres where the settlement is not great. I
am surprised to hear such an interjection
from the hon. member.

Mr, Thomson: We are not surprised to
hear your argument.

Mr. Griffiths: It is a very old one.

My. HUGHES: Having rrad reports of
meetings of the Primary Producers’ Assoc-
iation, T had gathered the impression that
the member for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay) was
one member of the Country Party at least
who realised the relatiouship of the railways
to the finanees generally, Now, however, he
tells us that once a year during the period
when the wheat is being transported, do the
railways pay. Surely he does not suggest
we should shut the railways down except
during 8 few months,

Mr. Griffiths: T did not hear the member
for Toodyay say that the railways paid
once a year only.

Mr. HUGHES: I did. You were pro-
bably drafting out a notice of gvestion and
did not hear! We know that all businesses
have their good and bad periods. We know
that entertainments in the city may run at
a profit on Friday and Saivrdar evenings,
and may run at a Joss during the rest of the
week. The member for Toodyay would not
suggest that in comeequcnce entertainments
should be held on two nights of the week
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only. If he were to reconsider the position
and look into the statistics, he would be
satitfied that the farmers are receiving more
couvessions regarding the conveyance of
wheat and iertilisers than they are entitled
to.

Mr. George: You could not live without
the farmer, for without him there would ba
no work elsewhere.

Mr. HUGIIES: And would the farmer
live without the hon, member and his likes?

Mr. George: Yes, certainly.

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member is
getting quite modest, It is absurd to say
that there would e no work uvailable were
it not for the farmiag community. If I
were to view the wmatter from a narrow
standpoint [ would retort that if there
were not people in the cities to eat the
pruoduee, there wouid he no farmers,

Mr. Lindsay: They do not eat too much
of the farmers’ produce.

Mr, HUGHES: But they pay a very big
price for what they do eat. The hon. mem-
ber ghould see that the farmers furnish us
with wheat at a eheaper price.

Mr, Thomson: They would be mugs to
sell it to you at cheaper rates than they
ean get elsewhere.

Mr. HUGIIES: That is a nice statement
for an hon, member to make! Tf it be
tree, then it nmaturally follows that the rest
of the people are mugs to permit of such
railway concessions to farmers.

Mr, Gearge: The farmers will not get
fat on what you give them,

Mr. HUGHES: I will prove later on
how the member for Murray-Wellington
(Mr, George) has been able to show losses
on State trading concerns when in faet
there were handsome profits, The hon.
member has his fair share of ingenuity.
As to his suggestion that if there were no
farmers we would have no work to do,
surely he realiscs that every section of the
community is dependent one upon the other
for the supplying of their demands. Would
the hon. thember suggest that the labour of
the farmer is all that contributes to the
crap? He has admitted that he is a trifle
old-fashioned, but surely his views are not
so ancient that he would support such a
contention,

Mr. George: What T meant was that if
it were not for the country activities there
wounld be no city.

Mr. HUGHES: That is a erude sugges-
tion. Surely the hon. member realises that
if it were not that the industrial workers
manufacture machinery, there wouid be no
agrieulture in Western Australia. Were it
not for the advance in the standard of
machinery manufactured in the ecities and
despatched to the eountry areas, the farmer
would not be able to produce anything like
the wheat yield he does to-day. Of eourse
all sections of the community are inter-
related. Does the hon. member =uggest
that the railway workers enmgaged in the
teansport of fertilisers to the country areas
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and of wheat from those areas has nothmg
to do with the growing of the cropt

Mr. Millington: They regard us as their
poor relations.

Mr. HUGHES: Judging by their charges
for wheat, they must think we are their
rich uneles. Surely the farming community,
and particularly the St. George’s-terrace
farmers who profess to speak for the man
on the lund, are aware that sucepssful
furming results largely from the use of the
implerrents turned out at the State Tmple-
ment Works at Fremantle, a8 much as from
the labour of the farmer himself. I do not
think the general body of farmers adopt
such a narrow-minded view.

Mr. Lutey: Most of the agricultural pro-
duetion i the result of the use of foreign
machinery. .

Mr. HUGIIES: That is so. Although
the farmers get such railway concessions,
they are not Joyal enough to the State to
purchase local machinery whencver possible.
The farmers could weli afford to buy the
whole of the machinery from the State
Implement Works., By doing so they would
support local industry and provide addi-
tional employment here. Rather than do
that, they import their requirementa from
the Eagtern States. The more industries
catablished here and the more people em-
ployed, the lighter will be the burden upon
the people as a whole. The time is ripe
for a revision of these two railway charges
in particular. I am not opposed to the
farmer who has his place in gociety. I am
glad to see him prosperovs and I would like
to sce many more larmers here.  Each see-
tion of the community, however, should pay
a fair share for the public scrvices they
receive. In my own eleetorate, that has
been my contention when I have been asked
to advoeate further tramway extensions.
T have refused to do se on the ground that
it was not a sound poliey to adopt. I have
always claimed that the citizens have a right
to pay for the services rendered to them.
For each service the consumer should
pay a rate that will cover working expenses,
provide for decent wages and conditions
for the employees and leave a small mavgin
of profit in addition. No person should
desire a public service for which he was
not entitled to pay a fair return. When
I have been asked to advocafe a fwo-penny
gection on the trams, I have refused to do
so and have told my conitituents that if
they receive the benefits of a tram service,
it is omly right they should pay for that
service, I have no intention of advocating
a redvetion in fair rates paid for facilities.
I am soerprised that T have not heard any-
thing so far about the poor farmers. I
know there are some guch farmers in West-
ern Australia and I would not object to
providing superphosphates free to the
stroggling farmers whose returns do not
provide them with a living wage. Apart
from that section of the farmers, however,
there are many wealthy agncultunsta who
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are becoming more wealthy each year. One
can make a general statement of that de-
scription but after all it is merely onme’s
own opinion. On the other hand, statistics
eollected and properly tabulated cannot lic;
they place the position truly and fairly
before the public. Ne one will snggest
that cur income-tax figures do not show the
true position. I have made an interesting
comparison to ascertain how the wame
earner compares with the farmer in rela-
tion to income during the last five years.
The wage earner includes every man in re-
ecipt of & wage or salary whether it he
£1,000 a year or £500 a year. T find that
in 1918-19 the average taxable inecame of
the wage earner was £216 and in the same
year the average taxable income of the
farmers and orchardists was £349, or 50
per eent. more than the average taxable
income of the wage earners. I know that
all farmers do not pay income tax, but the
proportion is less than the proportion of
wage earners who do not pay income tax.
Clearly, these figures have a relative value.
It has been stated in a section of the Press
that the statisties T quoted formerly re-
garding the taxable income of farmers, in-
cluded the pastoralists as welll That was
not so. The income-tax schedules show the
pastoralists in a separate class. As the
member for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) would
remark, the pastoralists do not have an
average taxable income of £300; it is
something over £3,000,

Mr. Angelo: No, T wish they had.

Mr, HUGHES: In 1919-20 the wage-
earner was still on £216, whereas the
farmer had gone up to £386. TIa 19820-21
the wage-earner bad secured an increase
of £8, thus riging to £224, while the farmer
had gone up to £529. Tn 1921-22 the wage-
earner went to £232 and the farmer
dropped back to £484, but in 1922-23 the
wage-earner was back to £224, while the
farmer had gone up to £650,

Mr. Brown: Why don’t you get a farm?

Mr. HUGHES: Because the hon. mem-
ber’s Government did not provide for a
local resident getting a farm. Why did
not the hon. member’s Government pro-
vide for local boys getting farms?

Mr. Angelo: What did all the other
farmers do?

Mr. HUGHES: A Labour Government
provided for their going on the land.
Even now 1 have ten Western Australian
boys who want to go on the Jand but
cannot get land from the Lands Depart-
ment.

Mr. Barnard: Why not put them on the
group settlements?

Mr. HUGHES: They could not go there
if they wanted to. 'The last time I was in
the group settlement office there were 60
men waiting to get on the groups. Un-
fortunately to-day Western Australian
boys eannot get a piece of land on which
to go farming, not even if they go out to
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the edge of the desert. There is no land
available in this State for our own boys.
One block thrown open attracted over 80
applicants,

Mr. Lindsay: That was not near a rail-
way, was it?

Mr. HUGHES: Tt was 15 miles from a
1ailway,

Mr. Lindsay:
a railway.

Mr. IUGHES: Yes, and we built a rail-
way out to you. Does the hon, member
suggest that men to-day can go out 40 miles
and grow wheat?

Mr. Lindsay: I did it.

Mr. HUGHES: Can it be done profit-
ably to-day?

Mr. Lindsay: No, but I did it myself.

AMr. HUGHES: Of course, ‘‘them were
the days,”’ and the men now are not of
the same stoffl. The men of 70 years ago
were much better than are the men to-day.
What I cannot understand is, how we have
produced so inferior a generation from
sueh good stock.

Mr. Holman: Look at yourself,

Mr. HUGHES: The only thing I can
hope is that the second generation,
particularly the descentants ¢f the mem-
ber for Murray-Wellington, will throw
back.

Mr, George: I am quite satisfied with
what I got in buth the first and the second
generations; and there are more to follow.

M7 HUGHES: However, I do not want
to be drawn off this important comparison
of the incomes carned by the farming
comnunity and by the wage-earners. Over
those five years—these are figures from
the Taxation Commissioner’s report and
can be verified—from 1919 to 1923 the
wage-earner increased his taxable income
by £8 per annum, whilst the farmer raiged
his from £349 to £650, or an increase of £6
per week. o if there be poor farmers,
there must also be a large number of
prosperous farmers. When the State has
assisted a farmer through the Agricultural
Bank, the Indastries Assistance Board, the
Wheat Board and all those heneficent in-
stitations introduced by the previous Lab-
our Government for the benefit of the
farmer—when the farmer has all these
concessions in addition to railway con-
cessions, and gets to the stage where he
is earning in taxable income £12 10s. per
week, it is his duty to the State to pay a
reasonable freight on his wheat and
fertiliser. If we are to have secondary
industries we require to lift from them
some of the burden that rightly belongs to
the prosperous farmer. I do not suggest
that anything should be done to a farmer
earning less than a living wage, but it is
unfair that prosperous farmers should aslk
us to carry for them fertilizser at 23 per
cent. of the normal freight rate. As
pointed out by the member for Menzies,

I went out 40 miles from
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when we consider the railway freight
levied on mining essentials, and compare
it with the freight levied on farming
essentiala, we see that there is a marked
difference and that justice has not been
done to the mining industry. The time is
ripe for the Government to revise the
railway freights on wheat and fertiliser,
and I feel sure the Government will do it.
We find, too, that while we carry wheat
at 50 per cent. and fertiliser at 25 per
cent. of the normel freight rates, there is
an enolmous inecrease in motor cars
amongst the farming community. We are
pleased to see the farmers prosperous, and
we say to them, "Now, in your hour of
prosperity, vou should pay normal railway
freights.’” Unfortunately, with the influx
of motor transport a good deal of railway
revenue is being lost, for when the farmer
and hiy family come down to the city they
come in their motor car, and consequently
we are losing even the traffic that would
pay if there were no motor cara. If we
are to get this State out of the slough of
despair in which the late Government lefi it.
these railway freights paid by the farmers
must be seriously coneidered. T believe
the farmers themselves will realise that it
iz their duty to pay increased freights and
will pay them willingly. It would be ounly
doing a fair thing by the rest of the com-
munity. .

Mr. Lindsay: They are doing a fair
thing now.

Mr. HUGHES: Is 25 per cent. of the
normal freight rate fair?

M¢r, Lindsay: Show that the wheai is
being carried at a losa.

Mr. HBUGHES: If with an average
freight of 1.954. the railways are losing,
it is gbviows that freight carried at one-
quarter of the normal rate is being carried
at a loss. Moreover, as the member for
Bynbury (Mry. Withers) reminds me, all
export wheat is fres of wharfage charge.
Leaving that aspect of the finances, I
want to say & few words about the
interest bill. We underwent a .period of
reckless finance; we had seven and a-half
years of finance without regard to finan-
cial roles or to the capacity of the State
to carry the burden. In 1919 the interest
bill was £1,658,951. At the end of 1923
it had rigsen to £2,351,131, or an increase
in four years of £692,200. Last yen.r it
was estimated that it would be £2,561,246,
or an increase of £900,000 per angum in
our interest bill. How can the community,
with its small and scattered numbers,
stand up to anm interest hill of nearly
a million per anpum? It is beyond
the capacity of the State to bear,
unless our friends opposite are pre-
pared to take their share of the bur-
den. If it is to be left to the workers to
carry that burden, it will he found that they
cannot do it. Another question that has
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cauged a good deal of contention in the
House is that of sinking fund. In 1919 the
loan indebtedness of the State was £43,637,-
876, and the accwwulated sinking Iund
£6 139,007 or a net indebtedness of 3714
millions. At the end of 1923 the public
debt was £58,485854, and the accumulated
sinking fund was £8781 030, or a net in-
debtedness of 493 million pounds. If we
add the estimate for last year of 414 mil-
lious, which I presume has heen speant, it
meang that in five years the total indebted-
ness of this State bas increased by over
16 miliion pounds. Although we had an in-
crease of 11)6 million pounds im our total
debt, there was n¢ increase in the contri-
bution to sinkieg fund. I regret that the
Leader of the Oppesition is pot present
while I am dealing with this question,

Mr, Panton: If he were here, he would

be asieep.
GHES: T think I could manage
to wake bim up oun this guestion.

Mr. Richardson: It would not interest
him.

Mr. HUGHES: Apparently it does not
interest him. Ie seems to think that the
principal thing about finance is to borrow
money and that the payment of it may be
safely left to posterity, In 1919, although
we had a net public debt of 371% millions,
we were contributing £313,000 a year to the
sinking fund. In 1923 when the net im-
debtedness had imeressed to 49% millions,
we were contributing to sinking fund ouly
£223.000. Therse we have an imverse ratio,
an increase of 1214 milliens in the public
debt and a reduction of £80,000 per annum
in the simking fumnd econtribution. This
means that when money was borrowed after
1919, np provision wag made for its repay-
ment. I do not think anyone would contend
that it is sound finance to keep om borrow-
ing and to make less provision for its re-
payment. If a man owed £1,000 and was
contributing £50 a year to a fund for its
reduetion, and if he borrowed another
£1,000, it would naturally follow that to
maintain his ratio of ginking fund, be would
have to contribute another £50 per annum to
the fund.

Mr. Manu:
term of loan.

Mr. HUGHES: I never heard of any
loan being repaid unless provigion were made
for it, Was the hon. member ever fortunate
encugh to get a loan like thatt

It‘ would depend upen the

Mr. Mann: Some provision would be
wade,
Mr. HUGHES: But asbsolutely no pro-

vision has been made. If we were contribut-
ing only 1s. per year for the repayment of
the additional money, there would he an in-
erpase to that extent in the sinking fund.
When the Great Southern railway loan fel
due and was repaid, the ainking fund for the
goldfields -water supply loan was found to
be unmecessary, contributions to sinking
fund were relieved to the extent of £90,000.
Instead of placing that £90,000 towards the
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repayment of the 16 millions borrowed, the
ginking fund contribution was reduced, and
no charge was made against the revenne
therefor. The result is the deficit shown has
been decreased to that extent. °

Mr. Thomson: 1 got into serions trouble
because I dared to make such a statement as
that.

Mr. HUGHES: I congratulate the hon.
member. He got down to bedrock in the
matter of the sinking fund and pointed that
out. He was taken to task for pointing out
an ordinary business precaution to the peo-
ple in charge of the Treasury. If we had
provided sinking fund in the same ratio for
the additional loans &s for previous loans,
the deficit would be much nearer to seven
millions than te six millions. As one news-
paper stated, it. would be interesting to have
trained accountanis to go into the Treasury
and compile a statement of the actual po-
gition of the State. While we are making
no provision for the repayment of the ad-
ditional loans, we are stating our deficit in-
correctly. If we fail to provide an annual
contribution to sinking fund, posterity will
bave to pay all the more. This is a
serious position. The State is going on
borrowing recklessly, I am not opposed to
borrewing, provided the money be judiciously
invested and brings in a return, and ade-
quate provision is made for its repaymeat.
Under such conditions a poliey of borrow-
ing is sound, but to go on borrowing in-
diseriminately without taking into reckon-
ing the idlay of repayment is unsonnd finanee.
No business man would finance on those
lines. If he was obliged fo borrow money he
would make provision for its repayment in
a snecified time. That is the only sound
method. T am pleased that the Leader of
the Country Party took up this guestion =0
forcefully dnring the elections and made a
gpecial issne of it. We have heard a good
deal about the reduction of the deficit. So
far as I can gather from the public accounts,
one cannot be too ecertain as to what the
deficit really is. I have made an exhaustive
examination of the publie accounts avail-
ahle to a private member, and I would not
care fo be too definite as to the total de-
ficit. When no sinking fund has been pro-
vided on certain loans for five years, it is
an important item that should 'be stated in

_conncetion with the defieit. When loan
funds are being expended and are bolstering
up the revenue—some of those funds, prob-
ably rightly chargeable against revenue—
no member can say definitely whether or not
the deficit as given is correct. I venture
to say we do not know what it is. We know
it is not Jess than six millions. That is
about the nearest we can get to it. It may
be seven millions; it may be more. "1 sug-
gest to the Premier that the whole of the
accounts of the Treasury should be re-
viewed and proper adjusting entries should
be put through to ascertain exacetly what the
deficit was at the 30th June Iast, so0 that
when we come to give an aceount of our
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stewardship we shall know by how much
the deficit was reduced or increased during
our term of office. An hon. member in an-
other place took great credit for the late
Government. He eaid they had reduced the
deficit from eomething over £700,000 per
annum to £2850,000. He delved into the
seriptores and from the Biblical records
drew analogies with those who had dared to
attack the financial poliey of the Mitehell
Government. But one important thing the
hon. member forgot. When he was detail-
ing how the deficit had been reduced from
this extremely high figure to a reasonably
low figure, he forgot to mention that the
neople he was congratulating on having re-
duced it to a quarter of a million were the
very people who bad reached the highest
mark. That was an important fact that
he apparently overlooked. The inference to
be drawn from his remarks was that when
the late Government came into power the
deficit was £700,000 a year, and that they
managed to reduce it to about £250,000.
He did not go deep enough into the sub-
Jeet; otherwisa be would have found that
the Government he applanded for reducing
the deficit so comaiderably were the Gov-
ernment who had been responsible for the
deficit reaching ita highest point. The Mit-
chell Government added more to the deficit
in one year than the previous Labour Gov-
ernment added in three or four years. Un-
fortunately the Awditor General’s report
does not reach the House before we discuss
the Estimates, It seems rather a useless
function to have the Auditor General’s re-
port after the bupsiness has been dealt with.
The report of the Aunditor General, the
watch-dog for the people, whose duty it is
to see that Ministers carry out their func-
tions properly, is not preseated until after
we have deal{ with the Estimates, with the
result that we have not detailed information
of an examination of the acconnts, A re-
port that comes down after the financial
statement has been dealt with is not worth
the pajer it is written on. What chance
have members to eriticise the financial state-
ments if the Auditor General’s report is not
received until the diseussion is overt Last
Year it was presented only afiter many ques-
tions had been raised as to when it would be
brought down. As we have not bad an
opportunity to discuss certain comments in
it, I intend to take this opportunity to refer
to them. . I find this interesting note:—
The authority of £500,000 (Treasurer’s
advance) was considerably overdrawn
during the year. The exaet figures ean-
not be obtained from the Treasury books
exeept by dissecting several individual
accounts, but the following figures are
avatlable:— * Excess expenditure’’ shown
in cxpenditure returns for the revenve and
loan, £323,969; expenditure under the
heading of ‘‘Loan Suspense’’ £271,214;
total £793,184. This total would be con-
siderably increased if the mccounts under
the heading of ‘‘advances’’ were dis-
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sected and the cash drawn for the year
asecrtained,

That jis a seathing indictment. After
telling us that the Treasurer’s advanee
had been overdrawn to the extent of nearly
£300,000, he goes on to gay that if
the advanecs were examined the in-
ercase would be found to be mueh larger.
That is a serions statement for the Auditor
General to make. We assume that it is made
with a full knowledge of the faets. Unfor-
tunately, when the Jouse was on these items
the Auditor General’s report was not before
us, and consequently members were not able
to discuss the items in the light of the re-
port. The Auditor General says—

Exvess expenditure shown in case of re-
turns for revenue and loan.

If there is any portion, as he suggests there
is, of that amonnt of £323,000 which be-
longs to revenue, it should be shown in the
aeconnts of the previous financial year, and
it wonld increuse the deficit eorrespondingly.
Therefore on the Auditor General’s own
showing the accounts presented to IParlia-
ment do not show the true position. That
is one of the things which make me suggest
that it is very doubtful what the deficit
really is to-day. One matter which has been
the snbject of some slight disagreement be-
tween the various parties in this House is
the question of State trading e¢oncerns. In-
dividually hon, members opposite agree with
State trading. One finds an hon. member
opposite saying, ‘‘I am opposed to the State
trading concerns generally, but there is one
that T do not want to see abolished.”’ One
member says, ‘‘Don’t touch the Government
butter factory in my electorate.’’ Another
eries ont that he is utterly opposed to State
trading, and then immediately pays away
£70,000 of State funds for a butter factory
that has jroved a failure. XNorth-Western
members have said, ‘‘Certainly abolish the
State trading concerns, but don’t take the
State steamers off the North-West coast.’’
Practically the whole House is agreed on the
policy of State trading. We have heard
much concerning the losses sustained by the
State from the trading concerns, but we
have never had the true figures put hefore
us. We have never had a correct statement
of the position of the trading concerns. I
will not weary the House with a lengthy
examination of the accounts of the trading
concerns, bt T do wishk to quote two or
three salient instances of the manner in
whiclt the aceounts have been stated to the
public. Tt has been shouted from the house-
tops that the State trading coneerns are
responsible for the deficit. The member for
Murray-Wellineton (Mr. George), on taking
over the trading concerns, burnt numerous
midnirht candles in his effort to diseover
the loss on those concerns; but when we
got down to tintacks we found the Premier
admitting that the total loss on State trad-
ing was £301,000, and the hon. gentleman
added tkat there was £55,000 in the sink-
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ing fumls and €332,000 in the depreciation
reserves.  That makes £187,000 in reserve
and depreciation, whereas the total loss, ae-
cording to the Premier, has only been
L301,000.  Theretore the State traling con-
cerns have brought hack to the Treasury
£86,000 more than they have tuken out of
it. .And still we have hon, members opho-ite
u serting toat the defieit s i the State
trading concerns.

Hon, 8. W, Munsgic: They say that with
their tongues in their cheeks; they know
it is not so.

Mr, HUGHES:  Some of them, at any
rate, know it s mot. 1 give credit
to the member for Toodyay (Mr. Linid-
zay) for knowing bettzr. He hag never
gnid, and T hope he never will say,
that the State trading concerng have
eost Wostern Australin any money, Like

other membiors, that hen, member has one
pet State tiading concern.  In bis cage it
is the Rzilway Department, in the matter of
varriaze of super. Let us take the State
fawmills as an instance of the finaneps of
State trading. The sawmills were started
on a ecupital of £234,000, ard they had a
further advance of £81,000, making a total
capitalisation of £333,000. That is to say,
within the last 10 years or so the State has
invested £335000 in a sawmilling proposi-
tion, The profits on the sawmills to date
amonnt to X£142,000, after dedretien of
£20,600 for sinking fund and £170,000 for
dopreciation reserve, or total returns of
£311,000,  So that in 10 years, upon an in-
vestment of £335.000, the State Sawmills
have returned fo the Treasury £341,000, or
£6,000 over and above the total amount eof
money invested by the State in them. It is
indeed a prosperous business that within a
peried of about 10 years ean return the
whole of its eapital and £6,000 to boot.

Mr. Rirhardson: It looka like profiteering,
dees it not?

Hou. 8. W. Munsie: Yes, The Minister
yon supported made the State Sawmills a
profitecring concern.

Mr. Richardson: I have not noticed any
improvement since you have been there.

Hon. 8, W, Mungic: We have been there
only five minutes. You supported for seven
years the Minister who, against our wishes,
gupported that policy of profiteering,

Me. SPEAKER: Order!

Hon. 8, W, Munsiz: We shall seon be out
of the combine,

Mr. HUGHES: T would remind hon, mem-
bers that interjections are disorderly. Now,
although the State Sawmills have returned
to the Treasury the whole of the capital in-
vested in them, we find that they are still
paying interrst to the Treasnry on the full
amennt of their eapitalisation. Certainly
in last year’s accounts the State Sawmills
are shown to have paid interest to the Treas-
urv on the fvll amount of the eapital orig-
inally invested in them. nnd T dare say that
this year’s accounts will disclose a similar
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position. No business in the world could e
sureessful under such conditions. The con-
ditions are absurd. They do not give the
State trading concerns a fair c¢hance. In
fact, the system is nothing less than
a manipulation of acvounts designed to
represent  the position as being  worse
than it is. The item 1is one that
strongly illuminates the book-keeping sys-
tem that has been applied to the State
trading vonverns, I would not have so
much objection to these things if mem-
bers opposite had in the years gone by
state the true position, if there had not
been a crusade against the State trading
conecrns as losing public money. Omn the
3nth June, 1922, the State Sawmills owed
th> Treasury £64,000 on an overdraft, and
they had £68.000 surplus eash, which they
did not require for working expenses. Mean-
time they were paying interest to the Treas.
ury on the overdraft of £64.000, in:trad of
that overdraft being lignidated from the
£68.000 sarpius eash, and the interest bill
of the State Sawmills thus reduced. The
£68,0C0 was simply transferred to revenue,
and the State Sawmills continued to pay
interest on the £64,000.

The Premier: Worse than that was done.
Anticipated profits of the concern were
taken in, and the concern was then made
to pay interest on the overdraft,

The Minister for Works: Yes; £300 in-
terest,

Mr. HUGHES: Evidently the late Gov-
ernment were strong finishers, The further
they went, the faster they galloped.

Mr. Sampson: Does the Auditor General
make any comment on that?

Alr, HUGIIES: T presume he will, but T
have not vet seen his report for this yeur.

Mr. Sampson: It is the principle of
State trading that is opposed.

Mr. HUGHES: The great cbjection to
State trading was that it showed a loss.
Before I entered this Honse and had the
privilege of examining the finaneial state-
ments, I thought the State trading con-
cerng had lost about six millions of money.
As a member of the general publie, read-
ing the newspapers, 1 ecould not draw any
other conclusion than that the State
trading concerns were responsible for the
deficit.

Mr. Sampson: The question is one of
principle, not of profits.

The Premier: It is
imagination.

Mr. HUGHES: As a matter of prineiple,
and even rizid principle, when c¢oncerns
are attacked on the ground that they are
losing large sums of money, the accounts
should be correctly presented. If the past
practice continues with regard to the
State Sawmills, that enterprise, even 1f it
makes profits for a hundred years, will
atill be paying interest on capital and
interest on overdraft. No business could

a question of
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stand up to that sort of thing. The Bank
of England could be shown as making
losses on thoge principles of accountancy.
The State Rawmills are a glaring example
of a particular kind of bookkeeping, of
the manner in which the accounts of State
trading concerns have been presented to
this House, und, what is worse, to the
publiv, who were persuaded that the trad-
ing converns were losing money band over
fist. The Iate Minister for Railwayvs
admitted here that the ‘‘Kangaroe’’ in
one year had made a profit of £300,000,

Mr. Thomsen: It is o pity the late Gov-
cinment did not sell her at a good price.

Mr. HUGHES : On referring to the
arcounty we find that the ‘‘Kangaroo’’
originally cust £140,000. In spite of the
£200,000 profit she maide in one year, she
is still paying iaterest to the State
Treasury on her original cost, still paying
interest although she repaid her cost twiee
in ore yeur. On that system of keeping
arcounts any enterprise can be shown as
losing anything. What should be done,
and what I sugpest the present Treasurer
should do, is to go back to the start and
put through adjusting entries for all the
transfers from the State trading concerns
to revenue. The Treasurer should go right
back and retransfer to the State trading
concerns  the profits appropriated from
them to revenue, and he shonld also make
due allowance, by way of adjusting
entries, for the excess interest with which
the coneerns have been charged as an
effect of the method of keeping the
accounts. ‘Then the Treasurer will be in
a position to present to Parliament a com-
plete statement definitely showing whether
or not the State trading concerns are
responsible for any loss to the State; and,
if there has been any loas, he will be able
to show the extent of that loss, and where
the loss occurred. Only after that hag
been done shall we and the people of this
State know just exactly what is the true
position of the State trading concerns.

The Premier: On the system of book-
keeping which has been adopted, the ¢* Kan-
garoe,’’ if she made £100,000 in one year
and if she had an overdraft of £50,000,
would still be charged interest on the over-
draft.

Mr. HUGHES: Tf the £140,000 repre-
senting tbe original cost of the ‘*Kanga-
roo'’ was repaid, and if on her aecount
£160,000 was paid into a reserve fund,
then, instead of paying interest on her
capital cost, she should have been comn-
sidered as earning interest on her aecumu-
lated profits. That £160,000 would have
been earning interest to the credit of the
““Kangaroo,’’ and if the vessel did show
a loss in any obe year, the interest ou the
surplos would have gonme to minimise it.
That is the way in which financial institu-
tions work. The Western Australian Bank
does not distribute all its profits each
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year; it puts by so much in reserve and if
it has a bad year—I do not recollect that
bank ever having had a bhad year—or its
profits are below the average, the bhank
transfers from its reserve, sufficient to
permit of the payment of the usual divi-
dend. That is what should be done with
the State Sawmills, the State steamers and
the other trading eoncerns, I suggest that
the Treasurer should do that even now.
It will mean of course inereasing the
deficit; it will mean that all these trans-
fors will increase the deficit to that ex-
tent. :

Mr. Sampson: How would you get on
about the Wyndham Meat Workst

Mr. HUGHES: I would let that concern
take its course. What we have lost at
Wyndham has been earned by the saw-
mills, but unfertnnately, while we have
always got the eredit of the losses at
Wyndham, we have pever heard anything
favourable about the sawmill profita. Does
the hon. member suggest that the sawmills
whieh are paying the handsome dividend
of 10 per cent. per annum should be got
rid off

My, Sampson: Certainly.

Mr. HUGHES: For whose benefit?

Mr, Sampson: The Government should
attend to affairs of Siate and not act as
traders.

Mr. HUGHES: For whose benefit, I re-
peat? For the benefit of the people of the
State, of course; for the benefit of the
workers who have not their own homes
and who have to submit to the demands
of rapacious iandlords! Why should we
dispose of a profitable trading concern?t
Does the hon, member suggest that we
should increase taxation in order to make
up for the loss that would be sustained by
the digpoaal of a profitable trading ecom-
cern?

Mr. Sampson: The trading concerns have
never helped the working men.

Mr. HUGHES: They employ a great
number of men. But for the State Sawmills
the combine would have fixed whatever prices
thev liked. With a vigorous policy the saw-
mills should rup the combine out of busi-
ness. I hope that when the existing conces-
sions granted to the combine expire, they
will te refused any further cxtensions and
that the timber industry will be nationalised.
One has only to look at’the enormous pro-
fits made by the companies trading in tim-
ber to get an idea of the extent of the busi-
nesa. Al these profits are taken out of the
pockets of the people, not only in this State
but in other parts of the world, and al-
though the combine made huse profits, they
were never prepared to give the men decent
wapeg, until the men fought them for every
shilling they wore able to get. Never did
those peonle sav, ‘‘Times are good, we are
doing well, we are making fortunes; we will
give the men z decent wage.’’ If they had
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been able to get their own way they would
bave reduced the wages of the men,

Mr. Taylor: I think in that respect they
are all alike.

Mr. HUGHES: All combines are. 1 have
no fault to find with them; they are honest
about it; they want as much as they can
get and no one else is to get anything, They
expect men to work for them for the abso-
lute minimum wage. It is not within their
ethies to share their prosperity; they have
no citizen ideas; they have no poliey of live
and let live; they want to live and crush
everyone else out. Had we in this State no
private sawmills the revenue and profits
would have been such that they would have
assisted materially to reduce our enormous
deficit. The member for Swan (Mr. Samp-
son} suggested that we should dispose ot
the most profitable trading eoncern we have.
I wonder what he would say if his account-
ant approached him and said, ‘' This is the
most profitable part of your business; you
should get rid of it.”’

Mr. Sampson: But that is private enter-
prise.

Mr. HUGHES: Evidertly the hon. mem-
ber thinka there is some difference in the
business methods of private and Biate en-
terpriges. I think if such a suggestion came
from the hon, member ’s acecuntant he wonld
get rid of the gentleman, or perhaps make
him general manager for hiz audacity, We
have had hurled at us the fact that Wynd-
ham has lost money, and that the steamers
on the North-West coast are also losing pro-
positions. I do not mind admitting that
they are. We stand for State trading and
we have no desire to place the position in-
correctly before the people of the State. No
one wighes to have a wrong statemeut pre-
sented of profits and lesses, but we do zay
that if we are to get the credit of the losses
we must also be given credit for those coun-
cernd that are showing us a profit. In
Queensland there is something in the nature
of & S8tate Trading Concerns Trust Aec-
count, and at the end of each vear a state-
ment is prepared by the Commissioner for
State Trading showing the individual pro-
fits and losses.

Mr. Taylor:
greasing?

Mr. HCGHES: The Jatest figures T saw
showed the profits that were being made, It
I had thought for a moment that the hon.
member intended to raise that point, T would
have brought along the vommissioner’s re-
port and read it for his edifieation. I am
prepared to say that some of the State trad-
ing concerns in Queensland are losing, but
from the Commissioner’s report it is
gathered that all have heen of enormous
henefit to the State, and taken collectivelw,
bave made handsome profits. The true posi-
tion is nlaced before Parliament in Western
Auetralia and T do not mind standing up to
the charge that the Wyndham Meat Works
are a losing proposition, provided, as T said
before, that we are given some credit for

How are those concerna pro-
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the profit made by the sawmills. I hope the
Treasurer will deal with that aspeet of it.

Mr. Millington: The Wyndham works were
built at the urgent request of the primary
producers. ,

Mr, HCGHES: That is so. They were
built for the purpose of assisting the prim-
ary producers in the Northern part of the
State, the smaoil men principally, What
were gur iricnds, now in oppesition, doing
when they were on this side of the House?
They were in possession of the Treasury
bench for seven years and never made an at-
tempt to close down the works or seil tici.
Why did they not stop the steamers from
tradiny on the coast?

Mr. Tayler: Did you real the Commis-
sion's report on the meat works? It set out
thot the works cost as much te run as to
keep idle,

Mr. HUGHES: The previcus Government
eould have put the works up to auetion it
they had so desired.

Mr. Taylor: Parliament would not per-
mit them to do se.

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member inter-
jecting i3 an old stager who has been silent
for seven vears. Now he is bursting with
vitality and hopes to be able to distinguish
himself on the flcor of the House, He knows
ag well as I do that there were 18 Labour
members in a House of 50. Does he wish
me to believe that theose 18 were able to
prevent the Government from selling any of
the trading concerns?

Mr., Tavlor: I never aaid so.

Mr. HUGHES: But the hon,
inferred it.

Mr. Taylor: The Government supporters
wonld net stand it.

Mr., Thomson: The Qovernment were
pledzed to the aholitien of the trading eon-
cerng, but never did anything.

Mr. HUGHES: The previous Government
were never very keen on selling them. The
trading concerns were a nest egg for the
Gavernment, and when the Lender of the
Country Party (Mr. Thomson) tried to in-
trednee o Bill, the cbject of which was te
bring ahout the disposal of the trading con-
eerns

Mr, Thomson: No, only to give tha Gov-
erhment power to do so.

Mr. HUGHES: The hon. member’s ob-
ject was to give them the necessarv power,
but the Government would never have dis-
pesed of them. I am pleased to learn that
the hon. member is now a convert to State
trading.

Mr. Thomson:
towed tn interjeet.

Mr. HCGHES: TIf the hon. member’s de-
sire was merely to give the Government
power to gell the trading concerns, and not
to actrally sell them

AMr. Thomson:
abject was,

Mr. HUGHES: T think the hon. mem-
Fer’s ohject was to give the Government
rower to scll, so that they would +cll them.

member

I am sorry I am not al-

You know well what my-
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Mr. Richardson:
bility on them,

Mr, Thomson:
their pledges.

Mr., HUGHES: The hon. member’s de-
sire was to make the Government live up
to their promises,

Mr. Taylor: The implement works were
wanted in ome quarter, the ships were
wanted in nnother, the sawmills in another
and so on.

Mr, HUGHES: That was the position.
One section wanted one thing, another had
a reason, for something else, and a third
wantl another ¢oncern retaimed. The re-
suit was that the Government found tl.em-
selves in the position of having a number
of very doubtful supporters.

Mr. Taylor: And that position has not
altered.

Mr, HUGHES: TUnfortunately the posi-
tion is pgetting worse.

The Premier: The member for Mt, Mar-
garet was an on-looker.

Mr. Taylor: Exactly,

Mr. HUGHES: On one oceasion my
opponent at East Perth said, ¢ What hxpo-
crites these Nationalists are,’’ and he
added that they were ‘‘fathered hy cen-
spiracy and korn in the womb of mutiny,?’’
That was rather rars\ for a Nationaliat to
say about the National Party,

Mr, Thomson: He must have heen a
gand loyal supporter when he made that
statement.

Mr. HUGHFS: He was not a National-
ist when he said that, but that was hia
opinion of the party.

Mr. Tavlor: What was he when he made
that statement? It is evidently a Reaufort-
street remark.

Mr, Sampson: It
flavour.

AMr, HUGHES: T rather think he was
dealing unjustly with the party opposite.
It was a harsh remark to make eoncerning
people who were to become hig political
asgociates.

The Premier:
their bosoms.

Mr. HUGHES: Last year we saw a
preat deal of kite-flying on the part of
the party that was pledged to sell State
trading coneorns if they could get no more
than 1s. for each of them. One of the
Government  supporters endeavoured to
make the Government earry out their
pledzes, The support from the Treasnry
Rench was very lukewarm on the subject.
No speech of any vigour came from that
quarter in support of the measnre intro-
duced by the member for Katannine. He
ploughed a lone furrew on that oecasion.

My, Thomson: On many oceasinns.

Mr. Tavlor: He had not the strong sup-
port he has in this Parliament.

Mr. HUGHES: The member for Mt
~araaret (Mr, Taylory has mow piven
away the whole seeret. He admits that the
party were not pulling well together, and

To put the responsi-

To enable them to fulfil

has an FEsplanade

But they took him te
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were at sixes and sevens. What is the use
of any party saying it is opposed to State
trading when it neglected the oppertunities
it had for disposing of Governiient econ-
cerns? I would have no ohjection if the
Nationalista had been returned to power
pledged to dispose of the trading coneerns.
I would have said that was what they stood
for, and that they were only carrying out
their pledges to the electors.

Mr. Thomson: That is what they ought
{0 have done,

Mr. HUGHES: They lacked the wisdom
to see the virtees of State trading, and had
not the courage to go through with their
folly.

AMr. Taylor: They had not the support.

Mr. HUGHES: As a citizen I gbject to
the method that is adopted to show that
SBtate trading concerns are losing money.
I hope there will be no abatement in the
vital policy of State trading, and that the
uovernment will extend the prineiple wher-
ever it is likely to be of use to the people.

The Minister for Lands: T have a butter
faetory I am trying to sell.

Mr. HUGHES: Here is a chance for

rivate enterprise, which claims that the

tate should not interfere with private
butter factories. I would suggest that the
sinigter for Lands might appoint the
Leader of the Country Party (Mr, Thom-
son) as hia honorary agent to dispose of
that ypartieular trading concera. Let pri-
vate enterprise control it.

Mr. Taylor: A butter factory would be
a good thing to start on, It is a bit
slippery.

Mr. HUGHES: We need to extend some
of our trading concerns, such as the briek-
works. T am glad that the Honorary Min-
ister in charge has told the people who con-
tral the trade that there will be no abate-
ment of this poliey. We are already short
of requirements in bricks. Now that we
have a sane and responsible Government I
believe our financial position will improve.
The Government consists of people whe
realise their responsibilities to posterity.
With regard to land settiement, there are
many Western Australian boys whoe want
te go on the land but ecannot get any land
to take up.

The Minister for Lands: We have none
suitahle within a reasonable distance of a
ratlway.

ofr. HUGHES: The main poliey of the
Iate Government was one of land setfle-
ment.

Mr. Panton: It was the only poliey.

Mr. BUGHES: It was supposed to be
their main policy, and it was a good
one if they had carried it out. If we
could place on the land our own boys and
men, who are thoroughly acelimatised
to the eoumtry and in most cases have
dane a consideralble amount of hard waork,
they would be likely to prove far more sue-
cessful as settlers than the importations
from overseas. Qur own people are used to
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the ontdoor life and to the class of work
they have to do on the land, whereas the
migrant, such as the settier who was onee
an aetor with ‘a Japanese troupe on the
London stage, bas everything to learn.

Mr. Tayler: Did you get a photograph
of him?

Mr. HUGHFES: The Australian has a bet-
ter chance than the man who has come from
a London musiec hall.

Mr. Thomson: Do you say we have a
Japanese settler?

Mr. ICGHES: No, but he came from a
Japanese troupe, I met him on the Peel
Estate. Ile asked me to look over his block,
which appeared to be a mass of stumps, He
informed me that the wood cutters had gone
aver it, and had chopped down all the trees
leaving nothing but the stumps. He esti-
mateil that he would have to grub at least
7,000 stumps, He told me that up to a
year or a0 before he had been an actor with
a Japanese troupe on 2 Londen musie hall
stage.

AMr. Taylor: He is on the wrong stump

now,
Mr, HUGHES: Thia settler was con-
fronted with a formidable task for ome

whose life had been spent in the environ-
ment of a music hall. 'When he gets his
farm he will be carrying a capital load of
not less than £1,000, and his chances of
sucecas are very small, There will have fo
be a considerable amount of writing down
done with nearly all these settlers. Wa are
placing all these burdens on the newcomer,
but have neglected to provide adequate
facilities for our own people. This is sur-
prising in the face of the definite land sei-
tlement policy of the late Government. With
a practieal farmer who hag spent nearly
all his life on the land T have been to the
Lands Department, and was unable to get
a Llock for hinmn.

The Minister for Lands: We have no land
near the railways.

Mr, HUGHES: That is not very ecredit-
able to the late Government.

The Minister for Lands: We have 28,000,000
acres of land alienated, and only 6,000,000
or 8,000,000 under cultivation,

Mr, HUGHES: It iz an appalling state
of affairs. Had this happened during the
Labour regime we would have heard all
about it from members opposile. We are
alnays talking about getting prople out of
the city, but we cannot got any land for
them te go to. T hope members oppoeite
will assist the Government in forcing into
cultivation the land alongside existing rail-
ways. The question of homes for the people
is of vital importance. The Workers’ Homes
A¢t was brought down by the Labonr Gov-
ernment, Those who were fortunate cnough
to get workers’ homes were able to go
through all the period of rising rents, pay-
ing very often less than half the average
rent charged to other peopws, and at the
aame time gradually making rheir hoines
their own. If the Labour DParty had con-
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ferred no other benefit upon the people,
this particular piece of legislation would
stand for ever aa a monument te it.

Sttting guspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.n.

Mr. HUGHES: Prior {o the tea adjourn-
ment I was dealing with the workers' homes.
If the Labour Government had established
the workers’ homes aystem alone, that would
have justified their existence and stood ont
as a piece of legislation fur the benefit of
the people. As with other work dove hy the
Labour Party, our oppouenls deeried our
action regarding workers’ homes. The
Workers’ Homes Board is nothing more than
a trading concern, but we find that at the
end of the last finaneial year, after paricg
the statutory sinking fund, it had an aveu-
mulated profit of £6,8056, In 1914 the then
Premier dceided that there should be mo
operations carried out under Part 3 of the
Act. That portion of the Act referred to
leasehold properties. It enabled a man with-
out any moncy to procure a home for him-
521f, always providing that he was able to
raise the modest sum of £5. Tt was that
portion of the Act that really made the
workers’ homés secheme. TUnder that section
the poorest worker in the eommunity was
able to secarr a home, irrespective of
whether he had a block of land or not. Part
4 of the Act provided for the workers who
were glichtly better off, for the men who
owned their own blocks and were able to
gecure assistance to enable them to erect
their own homes. The Auditor General dis-
closes an extraordinary position regarding
the accumulated profits of the board. Those
profits were really a trust fund and the
money invested in the Workers’ Homes
Board was lent to apnlicants, and as it was
repaid it was lent out again to fresh appli-
cants. Tn the Auditor General’s repart we
find this extracrdinary statement:—

Profits earned by the Workers’ Homes
Board to the 30th June, 1923, amonnting
to £6,806 12s. 9d. have heen paid to the
Consolidated Reverne Fund. There i no
direction in the Workers” Homes Act to
pay profits to State revenue.

That i8 an extrrordinary thing for 3 Treas-
urer to do, The Aunditor General puts it
miklly when he says there was no direction
in the Act to transfer profit to Consolidated
Revenune, Not only is there no direction
for such a course to be followed, but there
is mo anthority fer it at all. In transfer-
ring those profits to Consolidated Revenue,
the ex-Colonial Treasurer did an illegal aect.
While the transfer performed a useful fune-
tion in that it redueed the deficit by an-
other £6,000, the faet remains that that
monev rightly belonged to the Workers’
Homea Board and should have heen rein-
vested in homes for the people. The proper
actinn for the present Treasurer to take is
tn put through a tranafer debiting the de-
ficit and re-crediting the Workers' Homes
Board with £6,806. We get back to the
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same position as with the sawmills. Next
year, if the Workers’ Homes Board make
a loss and the Treasurcr makes an advance
to the board, they will be charged with in-
terest. The heard, however, have not re-
epived a penny plece in respect of the pro-
fits transferred to Consclidated Revenue. I
trust the Government will proveed with the
workers’ homes poliey and re-institute Part
3 so that we may push forward vigorously
with the scheme, I realise that any legis-
lation introduced to eontrol rents will not
snlve the prohlem of high renis. It will
tend to curb rents, however, but the real
solution is the nationalisation of housing ua-
der which the Government will become the
landlord for the whole State. That is the
only way to abolish high rents. As it is,
with the material we have now and the men
available, we could not overtake the shortage
of houres for many yenrs to come. Side by
side with the workers' homes scheme, we
must have a2 measure to control rents, inelud-
ing the rental of existing premises. If we
do that, the time will come when, if the
reople of Western Australia maintain their
political halanee and keep Labour in power,
there will be no need for legislation of such
a dezeription, owing to the number of houses
supplied through the Workers' Homes Board.

Mr. Taylor: There is no money to build
them,

Mr. T'UGHTES: Half a million pounds are
invested in the Workers' Homes Board’s
funds and that money, as it is repaid, is
loaned afresh for new homes. Of course
in his capacity as ex-Speaker, T can under-
stand that the hon. member did not delve
into the mistakes of the leader of the party
to which he belanga.

Mr. Tavlor: T know there is no money
available for workers’ homes beecause I have
been refured two or three times.

Mr., HUGHES: I am glad to find that
the applications made by the hon. member
were refused, beeause there are 14 aeres in
Fast Perth containing what I regard as the
finest building sites in the city, and I would
like to sec a start made there, The hon. mem-
ber may know that £500,000 is held in trust
by the board for the purpose of workers”
homes, but he probably does not know that
although the bhoard have had to pay 4l% or
5 per cent. for the money during the regime
of the Nationalist Government, the money
insteadl of being invested at anything from
5 per ceat. to 6 per cent., waa invested in
Treaanry hillz at 4 per cent.  That means to
sav that the Workers’ Homes Board had te
pav the Government 415 per cent., but the
Rovernment repaid them only 4 per cent.
If the hon. member had knnwn of that he
wouldl probably have accepted the suggestion
by the member for Cue (Mr. Chesson)
and honped down from his Chair to the
floor of the House to enter his protest.
The Workers’ Homes Board has been treated
very rnfairly. Tn spite of that faect. how-
ever. the board have been able t» show 2
profit and that profit has been illegally
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transferred to revenwe. Had the board re-
coived proper treatment at the hands of the
past Government I have no doubt that a
much larger eredit balance would have been
shown, The Labour Government have so
far been immune from criticism. I do not
approve of one action of the UGovernment
to date. I supggest the Government did
something that was wrong, morally and
ethically, when in a recent case they com-
muted a death sentence to one of impris-
onment for the term of the prisoner's nat-
ural life. We know that sentences imposed
upon transgressors convicted of all sorty of
erimes have been commutel and that the
death penalty has been commuted to life
imprisonment. In many cases that life sen-
tence has ron its course and the individual
has been released. T take the view that if a
man is imprisoned for the term of his nat-
ural life, the prison then becomes punitive
and not reformative. If a man is convieted
and is told that his sentence will extend for
the term of his natoral life, what indvee-
ment ig there for him to reform?  What
hope ig there for a man in prison with a
adlitenee covering the term of his natwral
life hanging over him ail the time? Such
4 course would destroy any hope of reform.
No matfer how mnch 3 man may have erred
and transgressed the laws of society, what
hope is there under sveh cireumstances of
his reforming and beeoming a decent eiti-
zen? If the Goverament belicved that the
man was menfally deficient and not fit to
be at Jarge the right place for such an indi-
vidnal is not the prison. There is a proper
place in which he should be detained.

Hon. A. H. Panton: But he would never
get out of that institution. )

Mr. HUGHES: Even after serving an
ordinary life sentence, and in the event of
the individual being considered of unsound
mind, the Government need not release him,
but in sveh eireomstances conld transfer him
to the Hogpital for the Imsane. T deplore
the fact ‘that no matter how mueh a man
may have transpgressed the law of soeiety—

Mr. Tarlor: Do vou call a rold-hlooded
murder just transgressing the lawa of so-
“eiety?

Mr. HUGHES: If there is any hope for
a man he ghould be given a chance to re-
form. Tt would not be the first time that
men have committed murders, have served
their sentences and have lived ag decent citi-
zens subscquently.

The Premier: There is nothing to prevent
him being released by the Exeeutive Council
later on if he has reformed. If this action
had not Leen faken ne would have had to be
released whether he had reformed or not.

Mr. Taylor: The Government were very
Ienient.

Mi. HUGHES: If a man were of unsound

ntind the Government have the proper course

to adopt in placing him élsewhere.
Mr. Taylor: In such cases the persoms
have served the sentemce passed wpon them
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by the court. In the instance yom referred
to the prisoner has not.

Mr. HUGHES: There have been any
number of eold-blooded murders in Western
Australia, and the life sentences have not
been extended to cover the full term of the
individual's natyral life. I regret to see
Western Australia going back to the con-
viet days and sentencing individuals to im-
yrisonment for the term of their natural
lives. Such a course holds out no hope for
such men, and no matter how they may have
transgressed the laws, the fact remaing that
20 years in prison may sober them down
and eause them {o reform. 1f the man'is
there for the term of his natural life, there
is no indwcement for him to reform.

The DPremier: At any time hence the Gov-
ernment of the day can say wbether or not
he is to lre released.

Mr. HUGHES: T eannot understand why
we should have taken that retrograde step.

The Premier: It was not a retrograde
step at all.

Mr, Davy: It was a very proper action.

Mr. Taylor: And very lemient. '

Mr. HUGHES: I do not think so, You
are making the prison a purely punitive
measure.

- Mr. Taylor: What do you want, to wrap
the prisoners in lavender?t

Mr. HUGHES: No, nor do I want any
retrograde steps. If in 20 years' time the
present Government are in power probably
they will release the man.

Mr, Tavior: You will have changed your
views hy that time.

Mr. HUGHES: If the hon. member ig
any criterion, the views of old age are dif-
ferent from those of our youth.

Mr, Taytor: There is a chance for you
yet.

Mr, HUGHES: The hon. member was not
always of the opinions he holds mow; his
views have changed, and 1 only wish we
could think they had changed for the better.
1 regret it was pecessary to go back to our
conviet days and resuseitate a sentence that
took a lot of time and fighting to get rid
of. Not long ago a Perth newspaper was
very prominent in playing the part of police
spy and bringing to book a fortune teller,
with the resnit that he was fined and ehased
out of the State. Now T notice that same
newspaper i3 reennig o fortune  telling
stunt for itself. Having chased one fortune
teller out of the State, that paper is pre-
pared to tell fortumes for all and sendry.
Tf it be an offence to tell fortuncs, I sheuld
like to know whether the Commissioner of
Police intends to {ake action against that
paper. When a man is punished and driven
out of the State for telling fortunes, it is
bad policy for the paper that drove him out
to ret un in the same business the moment
he iz gone, I hope the police will give atten-
tion to this. ) i

My, George: It is a pity we did not con-
sult that paper before the last elections.
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Mr. HUGHES: Yes, you might have got
some gooid advice, Now I wish to say a few
words about the Kendenup Royal Commis-
pion and the findings of the Commissioner,
Mr. Ross MeDonald. There is no need for
me to go into details of that eordid adven-
ture that left such a trail of misery amongst
8o many unfortunate people. T compliment
Mr. McDonald on the energy and interest he
put into his task. Whilst not agreeing with
the whole of his findings, T realise that he
did his work conseientiously and came to
conclusions that he considered right. He
had a partieularly odious task to perform,
and he displayed great patience under very
trying circumstances. Only his respect for
the legal profession, of which he is a mem-
ber, kept him from refusing to hear certain
counsel that appeared before the Commis-
sion. The mowment the Commission was ap-
pointed, Mr. DeGaris briefed a lawyer to
attend the Commission and do whatever he
could to obstruet the Commission, to pre-
vent the Commisgion getting at the true
faets of the case. I was pleased to see that
reputable legal firms 3id mnot allow them-
sclves to be enpgaged for that work, To
show the limits to which Mr. De Garis's
connsel went in order to obstruct the Com-
mission, T may say that as soon as the Com-
misgion assembled, under the eloak of the
privileges extended to the legal profession,
he committed an extraordinary breach and
made a personal attack on me. I have no
objection to that, beeause I feel that to be
attacked by that man is to gain the respect
of a large section of the people. When we
eonsider the lengths to which that man was
prepared to go, it is no wonder that a lot
of people have not much faith in the legal
profession. However, he i3 not a fair sample
of the profession.

Mr. George: Who is the joker?

Mr. HUGHES: I will tell you directly

M:. Tayvlor: He is not a joker at all, he
i3 a very serions man.

The Premier: When lawvers fall out,
other people come into their own.

Mr. Davy: That man prosecuted you for
assault, did he not?

Mr. HUGHES: To¢ show the tacties he
was prepared to adopt when briefed to
obstruet the Commigsion, he enme up here
and pleaded that he bad mot a copy of
Mr. Grogan’s report, and so was being
prejudiced in his defence. T gave him my
own copy of that report in order that
whatever Mr. De Garis had to say should
be properly presented to the C‘ommissioa.
When 1 met that lawyer in a tram edr he
asked me if T would approach the Govern-
ment to get him his expenses. T told him
I would do nothing of the sort. When,
later, he made that attack on me before
the Commissioner, I met him in the street
and teld bim he was a contemptible little
skunk. -

Mr. Maley: He is a little clap, is het
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Mr. HUGHES: I did it deliberately, and
I am still of the same opinion. I have not
met anyone in the State who differs rrom
me in this.

Mr. Taylor: Yau teld him te pull him-
gelf down to vour weight, didn't yout?

Mr. HUGHES: To show the length to
which that man was prepared to go, I may
say he weat inte the police court and com-
mitted perjury, deliberately swore that he
had never approached me to ask for his
expenses. When I was in the tram car
with him there was also present 4 member
of this House, now a Minister of the
Crown, who overheard the conversation,
However, that had escaped my memory,
and the Minister, as he now is, who couli
have testified to that lawyer’'s perjury,
was away in bis electorate, and so T was
not reminded of it until he came back.
That lawyer’s own witnesses are prepared
to say that he went into the box and
swore what was false in order to gain a
convietion, When the Commissioner bhad
to deal with a lawver like that, it is no
wonder that many matiers were over-
lookeid. T have no personal feeling in this
matter.

Mr. Richardson: We have just come to
the same conclusion.

Mr. HUGHES: By committing perjury
that lawyer was able to get a conviction
recorded against me. But it did not stop
us from geiting out a lot of information
through the Commission. It was amost
impossible for a witness to give his testi-
mony to the Commissien. Before T had
attended a session, an hon. member sitting
on the other side of the House toid me
that every time a witness tried to say any-
thing this little lawycr would put words
into his mouth if he were a favourable
witness, or browheat him if he were un-
favourahle.

Mr. Qeorge:
sioner doing?

Mr, ITUOGHES: Mr. McDounald haid a very
hard task. He did his best to keep that
lawyer in order, and ended up with a
threat of expulsion. T have a letter in
whiel the writer eomplains to me of the
samo thing, axid says that before a witness
coulil answer a question, if he were a fav-
ourable witness the answer wab put into
his month, while if unfavourable he was
brow-heaten.

Mr. George: A pood job I was not a
witness.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, it is a good job for
that lawyer that yon were not. T hope
the vext Royal Commissioner that is asked
to allow counsel to atiend before him will

What was the Commis-

- want to be satisfied that the ecounsel is

there to assist, not to obstruet, the inquiry.

Mr, Taylor: The counsel you speak of is
highly respected in the profession.

Mr. HUGHES: Whe told you thatt
Mr. Tayler: It is generally known.
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Mr. Davy: You are not game to repeat
vour slanders of that gentleman in any
place where you are mot privileged.

Mr. HUGHES: He was not game to
make his statements except under privi-
lege.

Mr. Davy: You have slandered him dis-
gracefully, You have said he was guilty
of perjury. I say you are not game to
repeat those statements outside the House,
I challenge you to do it.

Mr. HUGHES: He was not game to go
to the court and tell the truth. He went
to the court and committed perjury.

Mr. Davy: I challenge you to repeat
that in any place where yon have not the
privileges that you have here.

Mr., HUGHES: TUnder privilege he
slandered me and went into the court and
wwore he had wever approached me to get
his expenxex, which was untrue.

Mr, AMacCallum Smith: Why
not prosecnted?

Mr. HUGHES: Tt was not my business
to prorecnte him, I did not want anything
more tn do with him.

Mr, Davy: But you get behind a fence
and slander him,

Mr. HUGHES: Just as he did.

Mr. George: Why follow a bad example?

Mr. HUGHES: He not only slandered
me, but he interefered with and brow-beat
witnesses before the Commission.

Mr. Davy: He was not protected from
prosecntion for perivry.

«wr. HUGIIES: That is a pity.

Mr. Davy: Say that ontside the House,

Mr. HUGHES: I am saying it here.

« Mr. Davy: Where you are safe in saying
it.

Mr. HUGHES: .Just as he was safe in
slandering me hefore the Commission and
safe in committing perjury hefore the
econrt. 1 am sorrv to see the mewber for
West Perth standing for that sort of thing.

Mr. Tavy: 1 would stand vp for any
man slandered in this House when he has
no remedv.

Mr. IUGHES: T am sorrv the hon
member stands up for a man like that.

Mr. MaeCallum Smith: He was not
privilesed to commit perjury.

Mr. HUGHES: He was privileged be-
fore the Commiszion to slander me.

Mr. Tavior: XNonsense!

Mr. HUGHES: And he was privileped
in the eourt to say what he liked. He
wert into the court and committed perjury
to have n conviction recorded against me.

Mr. Richardson: Wag he on oath?

M:. HUGHES: Yes.

was be

Mr. Richardson: Then you have your
remeiy.

Mr. Taylor: Try your case in the court,
not here.

Mr. HUGHES: If a man ia to be allowea
to abnse the privilezes of his profession,
T shall renly where I have the privilege to
reply to him.
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Mr. Davy: You are going to abuse your
privilege too.

Mr. HUGHES: I do not think the hon.
memher approves of what that gentleman
did in the Palice Court.

Mr. Davy: I am not approving of it;
I am disapproving of what you are doing.

Mr. HUGHES: I am not concerned about
that. I went hefore the Commission and
gave my testimony and took no advantapge,
I went so far as to provide the other side
with a report in order that their case might
be properly presented. Yet whercver privi-
lege could be allowed, I was made the sub-
jeet of these sionderous attacks, The Com-
missioner was asked to find whether there
had been any (a) misrepresentation or
frandulent misrepresentation fo the settlers
or debenture holders, (h) criminal act on
the part of any person or persons coneerned.
The (ominissioner found—

(1) Whether the scheme of the settle-
ment was sound or not, there was ne
fraud in the general conception of the
Kendenup companies.  (2) In the course
of the operations of the companics there
bave been cpses of misrepresentation re-
garding Kendenup as to (a) yields of
potatoes and onions; (b} roads; (e}
arrangements as to the crection of a
sugar beet factory; {d) railway facili-
ties; (e) railwny expenditure, Of these
(a) and (b) were madle by the ecompany
recklessly in such cirecumstances as to be
legally fraudulent, but this finding must
he read in eonjunction with the faet that
the settlers made no serions complaint as
to misrepresentations until after the col-
laps» of the companies and their organ-
isation and market guarantee.

\what does the Commissioner mean by
legally fraudulent’'? Are there two
elasses of frand? ('an a man cvommit a
frawl that is within the law? T consider
that frand is frawd. It seems somewhat
vague tn egay that the company did some-
thing that was legally fraudulent, The
( ommissioner might have been a little more
definite as to what he really meant. e
mistepresentations were made and were
fraudulent, he should have found that there
had been fraudwlent misrepresentations.
Tt is rather strange that the moment the
Commissioner's report was issued, De Garis
telegraphed to him thanking him for ha\‘iné
found him mnot guilty. A great deal o
publicity was given to the fact and a state-
ment vy De Garis was puhlished under the
heading ‘*De Garis an Honest Man.'? It
is extraordinarv that a man can regard as
a culogy a finding that he has been guilty
of frandulent misrepresentation. That is
my reply to the people who say he was
found not guilty. It was proved at the
inauiry that the companies were nothing
less than De Garia operating under
the nrovisions of onr Companies Act. The
finding gtates that there was misrenresen-
tation in ecircumstances that were legaliy
frandulent, and thia man foumd guilty of
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fraudulent misrepresentation has the au-
dacity to publish a statement in the form
of a enlogy. That does not say much for
his code of honour. The Commissioner's
finding continues— .

(3) The Development Company has failed

to perform ecertain promises made by it

or on its behalf, in reapect of (a) elear-
ing for settlers; (b) purchase of settlers’
timber; (e) employment of settlera.

These matters may amount to breaches

of contract but are not misrepresenta-

tiona. (4) There was no misrepresenta-
tions as to (a) water supply at Ken-
dennp; (b) the settlers’ pool of produce
formed on liqeidation. (5) The sale of

Kendenup by Mr. Edmunds to Mr, De

Garis was not fraudulent. Mr. De Garis

did not participate in the profit made

by Mr. Edmunds. Kendenup may have

cost Mr. De Garis £50,000 as he repre-
senfed to the Development Co., but he
has failed to advance satisfactorv evi-
dence to that effeet. TIf the cost to him
should be established by an audit to
have been less than £50,000, he iz or
wonld have been Hahle to refund the
difference to the Development Company.
That does not sound very much like a ver-
diet of not guilty. 1t amounts to this, that
the statement may have been true but no
evidenee to that effect was produced.

Mr, Thomson: Do yoo know that De
Garia has paid thousands of pounds in this
SBtate since, and is paying it now?

Mr. HUGHES: I shall deal with that
presently. The Commissioner was unable
to get the books audited. They were in
szch a hopeless state of confusion that all
his efforts to get them audited failed. Not
yet has there been any audit to show
whether the money was properly expended.
The Commissioner eould not say whether
the money had been correctly expended., On
the priee paid for the estate to Fdmunds
the Commissioner says De (Garis may have
paid the £50,000, and that if he'did not,
he ought to refund something to the com-
pany. Does that sound anything like a
clearance that everything was satisfactorily
explained? The best that ecan be got out
of that is a verdict of ‘‘mot proven.’’ I
say advisedly that Mr. McDonald was un-
able to ascertain whether the momey re-
ceived by these people had been cor-
rectly accounted for. He had three
different augditors on the work, and they
all told him it was impossible to make an
andit of the hooks. Yet, after a finding
like that De Garis has the audacity
to publish a statement under the heading
of ‘“An Honest Man, * There is one
important part in which T disagree with
Mr. McDonald. When T was moving for the
appointment of the Royal Commisgion, 1
claimed that Edmunds was a man of straw
and a dummy in the hands of De Garis. The
evidence proved that statement up to the
hilt.

Mr. Thomson: I do not know that it 3id.
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Mr. HUGHES: Probably the hon. mem-
ber has not seen the original agreement.
Thig is why I say Mr. McDonald should
not have accepted the Commission; he was
a member of the firm who drew up the fiest
agreement between De Garis and Edmunds.
There were two agreements signed by Ed-
munds. On one the handwriting was very
firm and on the other the handwriting 1n-
dicated that the maan was either on a sick
bed or was suffering some serious disability.
One witness admitted that the agreement
was signed when Edmunds was recovering
from a serious attack of D.T's. I have no
desire to bring this matter forward, but it is
necessary to do so in order to show that my
contention was eorrect.

Mr. Sampson: Is this & vendetta?
we never hear the end of it?

Mr, Thomson: What is to be gained by
continning it

Mr. Bampson:
to reply.

Mr. HGGHES: They have had their op-
portunity. The Royal Commission was ap-
pointed on my motion, and I am entitled to
deal with this matter on the Address-in-
reply.

Mr. Thomson:
thoge debta.

Mr. HUGHES: If the hon. member will
only have patience, [ will show how he @
paying them. Those two agreements were
signed in the office of the firm of which
Mr. McDonald was a member, and they
prove econclusively that my statement was
correct, Mr., McDonald intended to leave
that reference out of the evidence. T do not
say he did it with any ulterior motive. 1
believe he did it with a desire to exclude
aomething that might be injurious to Ed-
munds, and that it was done out of con-
sideration for the feelings of Edmunds. It
is necessary for me to mention it, however,
to show the accuracy of my original state-
ment that Edmunds was eatirely in the hands
of De Garis. One man was simply a te®.
for the other. As to whether there was any
criminal act on the part of any person, the
Commissioner says the evidence was not such
as to warrant a finding under this heading.
There, again, there is simply the statement
that the evidence does not warrant a con-
clusion. T venture to disagree with Mr. Me-
Donald on that finding. Mr. McDonald has
found that there was fraudulent misrepre-
sentation on the part of the eompany. Now,
Section 420 of our Criminal Code is especi-
ally designed to deal with people who pro-
mote companies and put forward false re-
presentations. The Section says:

Any person who, being a promoter, di-
rector, officer, or auditor of a corporation
or company, either existing or intended to
be formed, makes, circulates, or publishes
er concurs in making, cireulating, or pu-
lishing any written statement or account
which, in any material particunlar, is to his
knowledge falce, with intent therebv to
effect any of the purposes following, that

Shall

They have no opportunity

De Garis is paying all
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is to say:—(a) To deceive or defrand any
member, shareholder, or ereditor of the
corporation or company, whether a par-
ticular person or not; (b) To induce any
person, whether a particular person or
not, to hecome a member of, or te
entrust or advance any property to
the corperation or company, or to
enter into any security for the henefit
thereof; is guilty of a crime, and is liable
to imprisonment with hard lahour for
seven years. The offender cannot be ar-
rested without warrant.
T submit that that section applies to the
finding of Mr. McDonald that there was
fravdulent misrepresentation. In the in-
terests of this State, and for the purpose of
showing that persons eannot come here and
play ducks and drakes with our people's
money, proceedinge ought to be taken
against the persons econcerned. They ought
te be made a warning example to others
gimilarly inclined. It should be made known
that our Criminal Code will be put into
operation against them. Then Mr. Me-
Donald states in the snmmary appended
to his report:-—

The Development Company was formed
on the 24th November, 1920, with an au-
thorised capital of £200,000. Six contri-
buting shares were taken up. Its share
capital paid in cash at no time exceeded
£6. It procured its funds by flotation of
debentures charped on its assets. ‘It pur-
chased, subdivided, and partly sold, the
Kendenup estate. It went into voluntary
lignidation on the 9th March, 1923, The
Packing Compiny was formed on the 24th
March, 1921, for the purpose of contract-
ing to purchase the settlers’ produee at
guaranteed prices for periods from 10 to
15 years And marketing such produce. “The
authorised capital was £50,000; 1,507
sharés were taken up, and its total paid
capital was £1,507, Tt went into voluntary
liquidation on the 2nd April, 1923,

The original shareholders in the Packing
Company admitted in evidenee that they had
not paid their £1 and had not subseribed
for a share in the company, and that they
bad no intention of participating in the
company. They simply signed the memoran-
dum in order to allew the company to be
registered. ’

Mr, Davy: Every company is registered
in the same way.

Mr. HUGHES: Oh, there are many gen-
uine eomypanies in this State. The hon.
memher interiecting knows that one is not
allowed to sign ohe’s name to & memor-
andum and subseribe for a dummy share in
& company.

Mr. Davy: I have gigned scores of memor-
anda of association.

Mr. HUGHES: For the future protection
of the hon. member I shall now read read
bim a couple of seetions of the Commpanies
Aet. ‘ ’

Mr. Davy: FEvery lawyer, and every
lawyer’s clerk, bas done the same thing.
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Mr. Corboy: That is what one would ex-
pect.

Mr. HUGHES: T would commend to the
notice of the member for West Perth, who
is a lepal lumipary, Section 9 of the Com-
panies Act—

Any five or more persons associated for
any lawful purpose may, by subseribing
their names to a memorandum of aszagia-
tion and otherwise complying with the
requisitions of this Act in respect of re-
giatration, form an incorporated eompany
with or withont limited liability, or, as
to a company fermed for mining pur-
poses, with no liability.

Any five person lawfully aseociated together
for a lawful purpose is what the Act con-
templates. Does the member for West Parth
contend that a gentleman who is going to
float a company with a capital of £1.500,
which company is to guarantee to purchass
the produce of the Kendenup settlers for a
period of ten or 15 years, is lawfully asso-
ciated for that purpose with four dummy
sharcholders?

Mr. Davy: It is quite lawful,

Mr. HUGHES: According to the hon,
member, any private person can float him-
self into A company by getting any Tom,
Dick, 6r Harry to sign a memorandum.

Mr. Davy: That is so.

Mr. HUGHES: Surely the hon. member
does not suggest that.

Mr, Davy: T say it is so. It is done every
day in the week except Sundajy.

Mr. HUGHES: Then what is the object
of the provision that any five persons may
be associated for a lawful purposet These
people of the Packing Company were not
ascociated at ail. .One man was trading as
a private individual, and in order to take
advantage of the Companies Act he got
several. people to sign s merorandum of
association. But those peopie had no inten-
tion of taking advantage of the Companies
Act. T 'agree with the memhber for West
Perth that the liability was £1, but I am
astonigshed to hear him say that the practice
is to sign a company’s memorandum of
association withont any intention of partiei-
pating in the company.

Mr. Davy: .It has always been the prae-
tice.

Mr. HUGHES: Tn support of Section 8,
Section 13 provides—

As to all compaiies having capital
divided into skares. each suhseriber to the
memorandum shall take and subscribe for
one share at least, and shall write oppo-
site to his name the number of shares he
takes. '

If a man takes a share, ho becomes a share-
holder and accepta all the responsibilities
and takes all the privileges of a shareholder.
I know the law has never been enforced in
that respect.

Mr. Davy: The man’s total liability in
that case would ba £1,
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Mr. HUGHES; The Companies Act pro-
vides by Seetion 183 penalties’ for peraons
who violate Seations 9 or 13—

If any statement, abstract, or docu-
ment or the particulars in any memoran-
dum of sssociation required by this Act
are falge te the knowledge of any person
who signe the same, such person shall be
guilty of a misdemeanour and, being con-
victed thereof, shall be liable at the dis-
eretion of the court to be imprisoned,
with or without hard labour, for any term
not exeeeding thres years, or to a penalty
not cxceeding £100. |

When those people signed that memorandum,
they committed a breach of the Act, and
they should be prosceuted under it in ‘order
to show them that they cannot do just as
they like. The member for West Perth
seems to have no vegard for the law. He
says, ‘‘It’s all right, we all do it, and the
fact of our doing it makes it right. We
Jawyers are superior to Parbamoent. It is
what we do that matters, not what Parlia-
ment prescribes.’’ When the hon. member
has been here a few years, bis class con-
aciousness may have developed sufficiently to
induce him to stand up for Parliarent.

Mr. Taylor: You will have the Minister
for Justice taking aetion to-morrow.

Mr., HUGHES: It would be in the inter-
ests of the State if he did.

Mr. Taylor: It is a good job we have a
layman as Minister for Justice. A lawyer
would never take action in this case.

Mr. HUGHES: Private traders have taken
advantage of the Companies Aet to float
themselves into limited liability companies,
and in that way have been enabled to escape
taxation. I quoted such a ease during last
session. A man made his wife and his seven
or eight children shareholders, with the re-
suit that no individval member of the com-
pany had an income carrying a higher tax
rate than 1s. 3d.

Mr. Davy: The proposition yon put is
not an abuse of the Jaw, but a strict com-
pliance with the law.

Mr. HUGHES: Probably what a layman
considers a proper use of the law is differ-
ent from what a lawyer would consider a
proper use. But I have known legal men
who called what I have degeribed, not a
complianee with the law, but an evasion
of the law, an abuse of a privilege. I{
that sort of thing is te be permitted, we
may as well do awdy with the Companies
Act aitogether. For the honour of the
State, and for the benefit of the Western
Australian people, the Goverament ought
to take action in this Kendenup affair. [
hope the Minister for Justice will take
action under those sections of the Criminal
Code against the people concerned. Mr.
McDonald has z finding which declares
that the sale from Mr, Edmuynds to Mr.
De Garis, and also the sale from Mr. De
Garis to the company, were bona fide sales.
He found that Mr. De Garis bougbt the
Kendenup land from Mr. Edmuunds for bis
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own use, and not for the company, On
the other band, five transfers of land from
the Hassells rhstmctly declare that the
lands were purchased by De Garis for and
on behalf of the Kendeoup Development
Company. If he bought those lands for
and on behalf of the company, he had no
right fo sell them to the company. After
the estate had been bought for and om
behalf of the company, it was sold to the
company for £50,000 cash and 150,000 fully
paid £1 shares. 1t is clear that that money
was misappropriated from the ceompany.
He had no right to get that additional
£12,000 over and above what he paid to
Edmunds for the property. There is
another serious matter that Mr, McDonald
overlaoked, The trustee declared—

All moneys to arise from the sale of
debentures shall be expended, firstly in
payment of the balance owing in respect
of the purchase of the said (Kendenup)
lands and hereditaments and other pro-
perty (i.e. the stock, plant and machi-
nery thereon) by the compuny from the
executors of the late John Fredorick
Tasman Hassell, deceased.

These were debemturo profits, and ¢ne
half of the profits should have been placed
in trust for the payment of the debenture
holders. That was clearly stated in the
report, but it was not done. It was abso-
lutely ignored, and, if this is not a breach
of trust punishable under our laws, I do
not know what is. TUndoubtedly it was a
breach of the law, and one that the person
concerced should he made to answer for in
our courta. By not paying that trust
money inte a proper truat fund it +was
clearly misappropriated, and the person
concerned should be made to answer for
it. There were a great many matters that
should have been dealt with by the Com-
miusioner. The task was a herculean ons,
and Mr. McDonald, who did his duty con-
scientionsly, of course was quite satisfied
that his findings were correct. I appreciate

_his efforts, and also the manner in which

be conducted tbe imguiry, Nothing could
have been more impartial, He had a try-
ing time, but I really think lhe overlooked
the points to which 1 have referred.
The question of responsibility of these
people, and the fraudulent misrepresenta-
tion certainly come under our Criminal
Code, and there were breaches committed
of various sections of our Companies’
Aet. The faet that trust funds were not
banked amounts to fraud 'Phere scema
to have been amp)e evidence that there
was eriminal intent, and I regret that Mr.
MacDonald did net fird in that direction.
Dealing now with the interjections of the
member for Katanning (Mr. Thomson) we

‘are told with a great flourish of trumpets

what Mr. De Garis paid off after leavmg
Western Australia. It is a strange toing.
Do Garis leaves the State stony broke,
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without a shilling in the world, He has a
mee'ing of his creditors and assigns his
estate, I'mmediately he gets to Melbourne
he opens up in a large svite of offices,
boasts about employing 35 former Ken-
denup settlers, and all this is done by a
man who, when he left this State, had
nothing in the world. The awndacity of the
man is beyenidl comprehension. The state-
ment is made now that a certain amounnt
of money hos been paid off—a sum of
£42600, How has it been paid off? Not
in cash ! Here ig his statement:—Personal
debts completely paid off (as per list),
£5,834; personal debts paid on account {(as
per list) £4,733; Kendenup debentures
fully taken up at 20s. in the £ represent
£24,5%00, How werc those debentores
tuken up? De Garis did not pay cash for
them. What wus proved in the report was
that the people who had debentures which
were worthless were paid off by De Garis
by being given blocks of land in Vietoria.
Pe Garis said T will give you a block of
land for your debenture.’”’ And as the
debentures were worthless a great nmumber
of people took the land that was offered
to them.

Mr, Thomson: There are people in this
State who also got cash from De Garis.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: I know of one
case where bhe paid £1,700 out of £2,000
owing.

Mr. IUGHES: The debcntures have been
surrendered for land. This is what the
Commissioner had to say on that question—

Aceording to the figures supplied by

Mr. De Garis he (or Mrs. V. M. De Garis
on his behalf) has sinee his insolveney
discharged by cash or eontra liabilities
to an amount of £6,871 from which legally
he was released Ly his insclveancy and, in
addition, had taken over from debenture
holders (in order to reimburse them in
full) at par for cash, or in exchange for
land, debentures of a face value of
£14,450.

Mr, Thomson: Some have received eash.

Mr. HUGGIHES: Very few.

AMr. Thomson: Oh, no!

Mr. HUGHES: Most of them. TLand has
been given for £28,000 worth of debentures.
The people accepted the land. They had
no alternative. The debentures were worth
nothing, and even if each block of land was
worth enly £1 that £1 would he worth more
than a debenture.

Mr. Sampson: That shows that he had a
desire to do his best for those people.

Mr. HUGHES: I would advise the hon.
membher, before he makes a statement about
the bona-fides of this individual, to have a
little chat with his own leader, who knows
a good deal about the Kendennp business.

Mr, Sampson: I am not going to condemn
him when he i3 doing something.

Mr. HUGHES: Tt ig a strange thing that
the first rayments hy De Garis were not
made until notice had been given in this
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House for the appointment of a Royal Com-
mission.

Mr, Sampson: There was not much time,

Mr. George: Anybow, what does it all
matter?

The Premicr: He will never recompense
the people down there whom he deluded,

Mr. HUGHES: The member for Katan-
ning interjected—what does it matter?
Well, does it matter when people come here ~
and float a company with £6 in cash?

Mr, Thomson: I did not say, ‘' What does
it mattir?'’ 1 said that the man was in-
solvent, and to-day he is paying something
that according to law he need not pay.

Mr. HUGHES: Then it was the member
for Mirray-Wellington who made the inter-
jection.

Mr. George: What T meant was, that we
have read it all, and we know all about
it. Are you doing any good for the settlers?
1f w0, go on,

Mr. HUGHES: I am hoping that some
action will he taken, The Government
shonld take action under the (*riminal Code
to put these people where they ought to be.

The Premivr: De Garis wired me to toke
up his borden. He declared if T did T would
he a rtotesman for ever afterwards,

Mz, HUGHES: The audacity of these
peaple!  Unfortunately the people who in-
vested money in Kendenup were people of
the poorer class, and they were the people
who sulfered. Here i3 the kind of thing
that hurts. Let me quote this instance: A
man and his wife came to this State with a
modest £300. They invested it at Kende-
nup, and, after working for three years, as
a result of this man's machinations, the
woman and her child have had to sleep on
the floor.

The Premier: Dozens of goldficlds people
are in a similar  poesition.

Mr. DUGHES: Is Parliament inclined ta
allow an unserupulous adverturer to do this
kind of thing, to start a company with a
capital of £6, and give a guarantee that the
company would purchase produce for a per-
iod of 15 years? Even his own solicitor
was grogpy about this.

The Premicr: When his own  solicitor
roised a point like that it must have heen
pretty rotten.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes, his own solicitor
aaid it wae a big undertakine, and De Garis
salved the solicitor’s conseience by saying,
‘I will take up a large number of thess
shares.”’ Then the solicitor drew up the
agreement to be submitted to the meeting
of directors, at which De Garis was going
to take up 50,000 shares in order to give
the thing stability. If the whole affair was
not fraudulent misrepresentation I do not
know what is. Certainly there was a breach
of the Criminal Code, and it should be onr
duty to see that the law is put into operation.

The Premier: There is something wrong,
too, with the Company law if we cannot do
s0.
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Mr. HUGHES: I do not think Parlia-
ment shculd stand by without insisting that
people who commit frauds of this descrip-
tion are brought to book. The andacity of
theze jeople is teyond comprchension, There
is another glatement that I wish to read for
the intormation of the House., It is in the
form of a telegrom that was sent to the
Premier. After the trail of misery De Garis
. left in this State, which he must have known
would follow after he started the company
with a capital of £5 with which te guarantee
the purchase of produce for 15 years, we
find he sends this telegram to the Premier
of Western Australia:—

Honourable Collier, Premier Western
Australia. Seeding season appreaching.
I am concerned abont remaining re-
sident settlers whom T am anxious
to assist, Will you extend facilities
finaneial assistance Agricultural Bank
or Industries Assistance Board on set-
tlers’ frechold titles? If so T will
arrange immediately pay off balance
owing to trustee by resident settlers
with debentures aequired during past ten
months. Strongly recommend immediate
definite consideration because settlors re-
maining at Kendenup deserve assistanee,
not only from myself, hut from Westra-
lian Government, and method suogested
is extremely practical; gives them im-
medinte encouragement, represents states-
manlike move your own part, and gives
Kendenup settlers seme opportunity make
good.

That telegram was for publicity purposes.

The Premier: That is why it was sent,
I supnose. Ts it another advertising
scheme?

Mr. HUGHES: Yes. He says, ‘“Ken-
denup  drserves assistance from the Gov-
ernment.*’

The Premier: Only a bouvnder such as
he is wovld send a telegram like that.

Mr, HUGHES: T hope he will attend
in person at the Premier’s office to get his
reply.

The Premicr: T hope he does.

Mr. HUGHES: XNot only do the gettlers
deserve aiteniion at the hands of the Gov-
ernment, but the perpetrators of this busi-
ness descrve even more atiention. Imagine
the awilacity of the man! e starts out
with £6 and induces people to put up allo-
pgether something like £125,000 in cash, and
he got more still from the debenture hold-
ers. All this monevy has gone up in smoke
and was not aceounted for to the Commis-
sion. The books were in snch a state that
they could not be audited, and the Com-
missioner, therefore, could not get to the
bottom of it. It is clear that someone had
a rake-off somewhere. Are we the simple-
tons this man thinks we are? Are we to
believe that an individual who was ‘‘stony-
broke'’ can now set up in a suite of offices
in Melbourne, and send three motor cars
to meet a settler from Kendenmp who pre-
ferred to walk rather than ride? This man,
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then, has the confounded impertinence to
telegraph to the Premier requesting him to
make the Agrieultural Bank available to
the Kendenup settlers. He says it would
be a statesmanlike act on the part of the
rremier to do go. I think it would he the
aet of a strong man if the Premier sent an
officer in blue to Melbourne to hring this
person back to stand his trial in I'erth.
The Premier would be doing a good act
if he showed these people that fhe State is
not to be exploited by persons of his class.
I do not think people in this State will be
caught for some fime. If persons in the
Enstern States fall in, after the example
that has beer set in Western Australia, it
will be their own faulk,

The Minister for Lands: If they can
give the Kendenup settlers their freehold
we will treat each case upon its merits,

Mr. HUGHES: Mr, De Garis knows that,
The ex-Premier told him that if the seitlers
could get their freehold, the Agricultural
Bank would deal with them as it would
with any other person. There is nothing
against the Kendenop settlers, for they are
uot under a bann. I hope the Government
will wse all the powers they possess under
the Criminal Code and the Companies Act
to bring these people to book, and will
place the Crown Law Department at the
disposal of the settlers to fight an action
through the Supreme Court to see if they
eannot get somc redress. The Commission
reported that these people were guilty of
traudulent misrepresentation. This alone
should entifle the settlers to relief. The
Government should take action to bring the
offenders to justicee 1 have no personal
feelings in the matter. I went to Ken-
denup on a wotion rarried by a meeting
of the party to which I belong, and in
reply to a request to the Premier from the
settlers. Having taken so mueh interest in
it, and having suomitied to a great deal,
becavse T have been trying to get justice
for these people, I thought it my duty te
make some comments on the findinge of the
Royal Commission. T am not reflecting on
Mr. MeDonald, but am exercising my right
to disagree with his findings. e was very
much perturbed by his task, which gave him
a great deal of worry, and he had a hard
row to hoe. The thanks of Parliament and
the State are due to Mr. Le Mesurier for
the part he played in the matter. The
settlers had no legnl representation on the
Commission and there was no person to
pay him any fees; unlike the other side
whe were briefed with a handsome fee,
Notwithstanding this, Mr. Le Mesurier
attended for hours before the Commission,
prosecuting the claims of the Kendenup
people and endeavouring to get justice for
them, for which work he received no reward.
It was simply becanse he was asked to do
so bv a friend that he attended the Com-
mission. For the good work he did he
deserves the thanks of the State.  When
he went to Melbourne he was briefed by
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the Government, becaunse they realised that
to allow the Commission to sit there with-
out a solicitor to represent the settlers
would he a farce. Mr. Le Mesurier, for his
generous action in working in an honorary
capacity for the settlers, deserves the
gratitude of the State. But for his ser-
viees, Mr. Mc¢Donald would not have ob-
tained as much information as he gdid.

The Fremier: I think the solicitor on
the other side acted in an honorary capa-
city! .

Mr. HUGHES: He may have done so
but I very muoch doubt it. T had his assur-
ance when he was bricfed that his fee was
all right, and that il was a substantial one.
If it did not come to hand I should be
surprised, ‘

Mr., George: You would not take his
word for anything?

Mr. HUGHES:
do so.

Mr, George: It leoks like it.

Mr. AUGHES: After iy experience of
him I wonll not take his word.

Mr. George: Perhaps he did not get the
fee.

Mr., HUGHES : I am not concerned
anout that. 1 know Mr. Le Mesnrier re-
ceived no feo for the work he did before
the Commisgion in Perth. Although the
Commissicn is over and has delivered its
findings, we muat think of the settlers at
Kendenup. It would be a pity for the
Btate, and tragic for the gettlers, that they
should have to walk out and leave their
improvements behind., If there is any way
through the law courts by which they can
obtain the redress they are entitled to, that
way should be takes. One way out is for
the debenture holders, who have also been
defrauded, to agree to waive their strict
legal rights and to have a reasseasment of
the price of the land, so that they may
ghare the losses of the aettleras. TIf the
debenture holders were prepared to accept
a reasonable appraisement and give the
settlers their freehold titles, perhaps the
Government could, through the Agricultural
Bank, go to the assistance of the settlers
and maintain them at Kendenup. T sug-
gest this means of overcoming ths present
diffienlty, if the machinery of the Sworeme
Court fails to give the settlers the deaired
redress. T have no wish to keep the Ken-
denup matter alive, but I have no regrets
that T moved for the appointment of a
Roval Commission, The evidence has justi-
fied every statement I made. Ya conmection
with our land laws, there is an important
- question that is fully demonstrated in the
anendennp husiness. Avpparently a man
can c=ell a portion of a piece of land, and
it mav he sold in. good faith to the pur-
chaser. The purchaser is more or less at
the mercy of people who are prepared to
take advantage of the law. Yt has come
nnder my notice that land@ has been put
ap for sale, and that working people who
cannot afford to buy it outright have paid

T would he foolish to
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2 depoesit vpon it and set about purchasing
it by instalments. Very often when these
people have paid their full instalments they
find they cannot get a title because the
whole estate has beea mortgaged to some-
one else. That happenmed in the Goanells
estate and at Kendennp, and in one or two
other cases.

Mr. George: It happened in Vietoria
during the land boom. '

Mr. HUGHES: This shows a very sen-
ous defeet in our land laws. We know the
legal maxim, ‘‘Let the buyer take precan-
tions.’’ If everyone was well versed in
the law perhaps there woulid be some ex-
cuse, but people do not understand it. It
is often difficult to get lawyers to agree as
to what is the law. How, then, can a lay-
man be expected to know? It is time the
matter was taken up so that the people may
be given some protection in these matters.
We could make it a criminal offence for
any person to eell land without first notify-
ing the purchaser of the exact conditions,
or we conid amead the law so as to provide
that the Titles Office could take action the
minute they knew the land was being sold,
and notify the people buying it thai there
wag an . existing wmortgage upon it. In
many eages the land. is sold in good faith.
The vendor or his agent wishes fo dispose
of a property, and has an agreement with
the mortgagee that on the foll sum being
paid the mortgagee will discharge that
particular portion of the estate. In the
course of time the meaney that is paid for
the estate goes to the wrong quarier, and
the persor who pays in full for his block
and expects fo get a title finds the mort-
gage still exists, and he cannot get his
title until that is disebarged. This has
led to a great deal of unhappiness to a
large number of people, I hope the Min-
ister for Lands will pive consideration te
that aspect of the law. No doubt an in-
vestigation by an officer of the Lands De-
partment would reveal many other cases of
the kind. If we get nothing more out of
the Kendenup Commission than an amend-
ment of the land laws to make it a crim-
inal offence for anyone to do¢ this sort of
thing, the Commission will have proved of
value as o means of protecting the people
of the Btate from futvre dealings of this
kind.

Mr. RICHARDSON (Subiace) [9.0]:
This is the first opportunity I have had of
tendering to you, Sir, my coagratulations
upon your elevation to the Speakership. 1
do this sincerely, becanse I realise that your
qualifications are snch that von will fill the
position with dignity uot omly to yourselt
but to the House as well. 1 congratulate
the Premier and those agsoviated with him
on the TPreasury bench, and also the Hon-
orary Miniaters. ‘T alwaya feel it is a mat-
ter for congratulation when ome’s col-
leagues are deemed to bhe fit and proner
men to admivister the affairs of such & fine
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Btate as Western Australia, 1 also congratu-
late the Premier on the way he has allocated
Lis portfolios. It mppears to me that he
has pluced those who were selected by hia
own party in the very positions for which
they are mcset fitted. During the course of
tbe speech delivered by tlhe member for
East Perth (Mr. Hughes), I was reminded
of an interjection that 1 think came from
the Premier, who said **Our party speass
with ome voice.’”” When the member for
East Perth was speaking I thought this must
be ‘‘the one voice.’”” I must admit that
many of the fine sentiments I had made up
my mind to express huve been somewhat
dislocated by reason of the law we have had
delivered to us during the last half hour or
so. If I am somewhat disconnected in my
remarks I am sure hon. memlers will give
me ceredit tor even nttempting to say some-
thing atter listening to such a fine speech as
that of the member for East Perth. As to
the Government parfy speaking with one
voice, I hape that iz not so. 1f it were
80, I am rather afraid that if members ou
the Government side of the House hold the
same ideas regarding the farmers as does
the member for East Perth, then our far-
mers will not get a very fair deal.

Mr. Corboy: The farmers have no doubt
about the deal they will get from us.

Mr. RICHARDSON: 1 firmly believe
that the Labour Party are just az anxious
to see cvery part of the State go ahead as
are members on the Opposition side of the
House, and therefore I have no fear under
that heading. Hon. members whe were bere
three years ago will remember that when 1
made my frat speech I said I was not a
party man and that no matter whether
measares or motions eame from one side or
the other, I intended to use my own judp-
ment as to how I should vote. T think 1
can claim to have carried out that policy
during the past zand I certainly intend to
continue doing so during the next three
years. The great problems before Parlia-
ment 1o-day are referred to in the Governor's
Speech—migration, finance, and develop-
ment. The greater part of our development
policy i3 wrapped up in the group settle-
ment scheme, We are committed to that
and we must carry it through, It was
pointed ont by the Minister for Lands in
his very able speech the other night—1I think

every elector in Western Australin will be

pleased. to have such an elahorate statement
presunted to them beeaure it pives a reason-
able idea of exactly what has been going on
—that the agreement made between Sir James
Alitehall and the British and Federal Govern-
ments had oceasioned much diseussion. 1
perused the agreement to-day very carefully,
and T am not quite sure in my own mind
whather the Minister for Lands waa correct
when he said we could charge only £1,000 to
the settlers on the land., There is room for
escope under the agreement, althouch it iy
fairly @efinite. I may not be qualified to
express an opinion as to whether the Min-
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igter i3 correct or not, but I hope he is
uot correet,

The Minister for Lands: I hope 50, too,

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am sure the Min-
ister does, I think, however, there may be
a loophole for escape, but still the Minister
may be correct. The intention of the
Leader of the Opposition when he made
the agreement is indicated in a speech he
delivered in 1822, During the course of that
apeech he told members of this Chamber that
the Government were not | repareld to spend
more than £1,000 on any block.

Mr. Corboy: Evidently Sir James Mit-
chell expected to be able to do the job for
£1,000.

Mr. RICHARDSOXN:
about that.

The Minister for Lands:
whole mistake,

Mr. RICHARDSON: Even supposing the
Minister's statement is correct, I cannot
blame the present Leader of the Opposition
altogether, because I would lay the blame
also at the deors of the officers who were
hiaz advisers at that time.

Mr. Thomson: It is unfortunate to make
a charge against the officers without know-
ing the facts.

Mr, RICHARDSON: T am saying it ia
due to the advice of the officers——

Mr. Corboy: But the Minister musm ue-
cept the responsibility.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am not taking
away one iota of responsibility from the pre-
sent Leader of the Opposition, bat if his
advisory officers informed him that blocks
coeld be settled for £1,000, then they must
take their share of the blame, too.

The Premier: Dnes the hon. member
realise that the agreement was signed in
England when the officers were not with
him?

Mr. RTCHARDSOX: But Sir James
Mitchell was well aware of that before he
went to England, for he had the figures
before him. If the Premier will read Sir
James Mitehell s address in this Chamber
in 1922, he will see that the Lender of the
Opposition was entirely cognisant or the
figures he was to place before the British
Government.

The Minister for Landsa: T do not know
ahout the advices tre then Premier re-
eeived, but T do know that when Mr, Cole-
hateh made a statement, the officera maid
they did not know where the adviee came
from.

Mr, RTCHARDSON: 1 eavnnt conceive
that s man who is so absolntely intense in
his desire to promate the welfare nf this
State would make an agrecment unless he
had adviee from the officers who should
kave known what the work would cost.

Mr. E. B. Johnstoa: You will find that
the officers know their job. .

Mz, RICHARDIBON: The Minister for
Lands made another statement that the
Government had no authority to collect

There is no doubt

That is the
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more than the interest they had actually
paid. [ have looked through the agree-
ment a+! I eannot find any stipulation to
that effect. The agreement merely makes
the Government responsible for the whole
of the interest and then part has to be
repaid by the Federal and British Govern-
ments. I think the Minister i3 wrong in
his calenlations,

Mr, Lutey: We hope so too, and he
hopes so himself.

Mr. RICHARDSOXN: That is so. I know
the Minister is anxious that the group
scttlement scheme shall he a success and
no one would feel it more keenly than the
Minister himself if the scheme were not
suceessful. T wounld remind the Ilouse
azain of the statement made by SBir Jamey
Mitehell here in 1922 when he said—

With rexard to the interest on the
£6,00 0,000 which ia to be advanerd, the

State will not pay it. It will be the

borrowers whoe will pay it.

Then he alsa said that there would be n
saving of irterest amounting to £1,200,001
and also that a saving of £1,000,000 on
account of fares was probable. That was
n definite statement which showed it was
the intention to charge the whole of the
interest hecanse he claimed there would
be a =aving of £1,200,004),

The Premier: Sir James Mitchell fre-
guertly mate that statement and there is
ng doubt what his intention was,

Mr. RICHARDSOXN: I am pointing out
fhat the agreement itself would imply that
the Government are justified in charging
up the whole of the interest because the
Government hecame responsible. It s
nointed out that each bloek had to he
developrd at a cost of £1,000. T am not
roncerned regarding the full interest, but
T am concerned regarding that charge of
£1,000,

The Premier: I do not think there is
any doubt about that part of the agree-
mert, and the Leader of the Opposition
understood that all along.

Mr. RICHARDSON: He evidently had
some knowledge, but I would not like to
commit myself on the point until I hear
what the Leader of the Oppositioa has to
say.

The Minister for Lands: A statement
was made in a letter to the effect that the
interest paid by the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment should go towards the lnsses.
That was written 10 months before the
agreement was entered into.

Mr. Tavlor: But that is not embodied in
the agreement.

Mr. RICHARDSON: No.

The Premier: That was the intention,
but it is not included in the agreement.

Mr. RICHARDSON: T know it is not
rontained in the agreement, and T must
ronfess I was somewhat alarmed when the
Minister made his statement. I Jooked
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through the agreement carefully regarding
that point,

The Premier: There is no doubt about
the intention of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, but the fact remains that it is not
in the agreement.

Mr. RICHARDSOXN: There is nothing to
prevent the Government charging that in-
terest, 1 have been through the group
settlements and I say without hesitation
that they will prove suceessful. We mauost
watch carefully the expenditure. I notice
that the Government intend to appoint a
Royal Commission. I have no objection to
that step, hut I do not consider that such
a hody will find out exactly what the Gov-
ernment deyire to know, After all, there
is only a circumseribed area within which
a Royal Commission can move, I found
that out for myself as a member of such a
body. We secured evidence from one side
and evidence from the other side, which
set up a conflict of opinion, In view of
what the Minister for Lands has told us,.
T believe we should know where we stand.
We should have a general stoekfaking all
round. Figures have lieen placed before
ng tending to prove what I have always
contended, namely, that we do not know
exactly where we stand, We do not know
what securities we hold, and what assets
are heing builé up through the expenditure
of the State’s funds, TIs it not possible to
treat this matter on the same basis as a
buginess? We know what the expenditure
has been, but can we asvertain what our
securities are? It is only right that the
Agricultural Bank and the Industries
Assistance Board should have lent money
to the men on the land. We must assist
the farmer as much as possible. The
metropolitan area cannot survive if the
country neople do not progress. Although
I am a metropolitan member, I agree that
the Government should give every reason-
able assistance to the people on the land.
I kvow the Government will extend that
assistance to the farmers and to the group
settlers. At the same time we should
ascertain exactly where we stand. Whilst
we have had statements placed before us
from time to time, we have never had any-
thing from the other side of the ledger. I
do not think there is one member who ean
say what seenrity we have, It would be
wise, while making an investigation, to
place the full details before Parliameat
next session so that we shall koow
exactly what has bheen done and
whether we are likely to lose a eon-
siderable amount of money or get
through with the scheme swimmingly.
Now that the Government have started on
this investigation I hope they will not
allow it to finish with group settlements,
but will let us know exactly how we stand
with the wheat farmers also. I could not
speak intellizently on this snbject, becavse
I do not know both sides of it.
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The Premier: Very few people do know.

Mr. BRICHARDSOX: T am glad the Pre-
mier realises it, and I hope he will consider
my suggestion.

The Premier: I hope we shall have some
information before the session closes.

Mr, RICHARDSOX: I am glad to hear
that. Ministers might come down to the
House and say they had borrowed ten mil-
Jions and had been developing the country
with it, but members would not know
whether the development had been wisely
conceived, and therefore could not speak in-
telligently on the subject. I hope the Gov-
ernment will let vs know the exaet securi-
ties we hold for money loaned to farmers,
and let us know also the value of the asset
built vp on the group settlements. Then
we shall have some reason for declaring
whether we shall vote for further loan
funds, or endeavour to develop the country
in some other way.

The Premicr: There is an enormous sum
in interest owing to the Government.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I assure the Gov-
ernment they have my sympathy. T realise
that whichcver Government may be in power,
they are up against a financial giant.
Whether on the Government side or in Op-
position, I consider it my duty to assist the
Government of the day so that they may be
able to provide sufficient loan funds to carry
-on the work of the State If we hesitate in
our development policy, we are likely to
bring about an economic collapse. So I hope
every member will, by helpful suggestions,
assist the Government in getting through,
50 that the country shall not have a set-back.
Tt is to be regretted that the Minister for
Lands has found cccasion to reduece the aum-
bar of migrants coming to our shores, He
musgt have had good reason for it or he
would not have taken that drastic step, No
member, save the Leader of the Opposition,
desires to see migration coming to the State
more than does the Minister for Lands.

The Minister for Lands: The migration
was stopped before I got here.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I think you have
further reduced it.

The Minister for Lands:
it again to-day,

Mr, RICHARDSON: I am delighted to
hear it. That is indeed good news. TUnless
we continue a stream of migration of the
right sort, men prepared to go out on the
land, we are likely to sustain an eeonomic
set-hack.

Mr. Clydesdale: The right sort is pretty
hard to obtain.

Mr, RICHARDSOX : But we get some.

Mr. Clydesdale: And some of the others.

Mr. Taylor: Many others.

Mr. Clydesdale: That is so.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am pleased to
know that the Government are likely to en-
force closer settlement. Probably this is
aimed at lands adjoining railways. We are
told it is proposed to bring in a land tax

And increased
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on unimproved values. The snggestion has
licen made that all moneys so collected
should be devoted to a reduetion of rajlway
freights and fares. However, there are other
equally good objects to which some of that
money coulldl e devoted, Quite one half the
revente from the tax will be collected be-
tween Midland Junetion and South Fre-
mantle. If the people of the metropolitan
area are to contribute half the revenue to
be collected wnder that tax, it is scarcely
logical that the whole of it should go to re-
lieve people in the country.

The Premier: No other place in the State
henefits so mueh from primary indusiries as
does the city.

Mr. RICHARDSON: But to-day we are
too highly taxed on incomces. T have advo-
cated the raising of the exemption to £250.
I supported the Premier, then Leader of the
O-position, in that contention. We were
detcated, but we got the exemption raisad
to £200.

The Premier: It is very reasonable now.

Ar. RICHARDSON: But not quite reas-
onable enongh. A married man receiving
£250 cannnt afford te pay income tax.

The Premier: That argument is peculiar
to your side of the House, no matter who
sita there.

Mr, RICHARDSON: And we have high
taxation on large incomes.

The Premier: Yes, I know,
that pretty severely.

Mr. RTCHARDSON : By high taxation on
large incomes we are forcing eapital out
of the State. That is not good for the
State. Therefore I think the Government
might give attention to it. We cannot get
capital into our secondary industries, and we
have difficulty in getting capital to invest
in our lands.

Mr. Clydesdale: There is more capital
eoming inte our lands to-day than ever
before.

Mr, RICHARDSON: Stil], we have some
difficulty in getting men to invest in our
lands.

Mr, Clydesdale: 'We have much greator
difficulty in obtaining the land for them.

Mr. RICIHTARDSON: Many men of ecap-
ital have left the goldfields and gone farm-
ing in the Eastern States rather than farm
in Western Austiralia; not because they are
afraid of the land here, but because they
fear the income tax. It is not good for the
State that, while paying thousands of pounds
bringing migrants here we allow men with
capital to leave the State.

Mr,” Heron: There is more money coming
in here from South Australia than there has
been for many years past,

The Premier: That is because we have a
hetter Labour Government here than they
have over there,

Mr. RICHARDSON: We are losing eap-
ital that would otherwise be invested in sec-
ondary industries in the metropolitan area,

I am feeling
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The Premier: It is dumping that the see-
ondary industrics are up against.

Mr. RICHARDSON: But any man wish-
ing to invest in secondary industries wil)
go to the Eastern States; primarily beeause
he ean dump from the Eastern States, and
secondly because if he made as much money
here as he will make in the Eastern States
he would have to pay a very high rate of
income tax, These things are driving
capital out of the Btate. If the Gov-
ernment are going to apply a tax on unim-
proved values, some at least of the money
collected should go to relieve thoge paying
income tax, first by removing the iniquit-
ous supertax, then by raising the exemp-
tion to £250, and afterwards by makiog
reductions in other directions.

The Premier: What is to become of the
finances of the Statef Half our total rev-
enue goes to meat the interest hill,

Mr., RICHARDSON: If the Premier is
going to impose this land tax with the
object of raising revenue and expeading
that revenue, 1 do oot think we sball gain
very much out of the tax.

The Premier: Weo are not going to do
that,

Mr. RICHARDSON: It wounld be interest-
ing to know the Treasurer’s intentions.

The Premier: I cannot reveal them until
I bring in the Bill, hut I can assure the
hon. member it will be a flawless msasure.

Mr, RICHARDSON : At present we
have 124 group setilements, embracing 8,776
persons. I hope nothing will he allowed
to interfere with the continuation of thosge
groups., Even if, as the Minister suggests,
we are to lose £700 on each bleck, we shall
have to stand behind the Government and
agrist them.

The Premier: Whatl, to the full, extent
of 6,000 settlers!

Mr. RICHARDSON: We caanot, do that
with the money we have coming from the
Britisk and Commonwealth Goveraments.
We shall have to stand behind the Govern-
ment in order that they may do the best
they can fo prevent the groupa geti;mg a
setback.

The Miyister for Lands There will be
no necessity to do that. If the new agree-
ment does not come, we ean get the Vie-
torian agreement.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The Vietorian
agreement is very much betier than the
oye-we have. .

The Minister for Lands: Well,
is promised to ns.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The Commonwealth
agreement is not very much better than
the one we have. I do mot think it is
going to relieve us at all. I hope the
Commonwealth agreement will be set
agide, and that we shail come nnder the
Victorian agreement. '

The Minister for Lands: As soon as we
have that, we shall be all right,

that one

undsr pasture.’
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Mr. RICHARDSON: In the meantime it
ig the duty of every member to assist the
Government to carry ont group settlement.
It has been said that the Leader of the
Opposition has done nothing for the agri-
eultural industry. Since the member for
Guildford (Hon. W. D, Johnson) made
that statement, it has heen vigorously
combated on both sides of the House.
Members have shown that the Leader of
the Opposition was a very trune friend to
the farmers and that his development
policy was one of the best ever known in
Western Australia, I realise that when
the Labour Government were in power
theyr did a great deal for the farmers, Tt

.would be idle hypocrigy to contend other-

wise. During their term of office from
1912 to 1916 they spent £12,738,000, and
out of that they loaned to the farmers
£2,017,000, The Mitchell Government from
1019 to 1923 spent £11,093,948, and loans
to farmers, including soldier settlers,
amounnted to £6,986,487, ’

The Minister for Lands: The great pro-
portion of that was used for buying land.

Mr, RICHARDSON: T know the econdi-
tions were entirely different from those
that prevailed during the Labour regime,
but it goes to show that the Mitchell Gov-
ernment did spend money in the couniry
areas, and therefore it cannot be con-
tended they were not friends of the coun-
try people. While the Labour Government
did much during their term, the Mitebell
Government did considerably more, though
I admit that different conditions prevailed.

The Premier: The figures are pnot com-
parable.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am fair enough
to admit that. Practically three times as
much wasg loaned doring the term of the
Mitehell Government as during that of
the Seaddan Government. This, however,

‘is no indication that the Labour Govern-

ment did not advamee sufficient during
their four vears of office. T admit that
soldier settlement made a big difference.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Nearly the whole of
the expenditure on publie works during
the time of the Seaddan Government was
for the building of agricultural railways.

Mr. RICHARDSON: T am pleased that
considerable areas in the groups are now
Thera is no doubt that
the dairying industry in Western Australia
will pay. I am very dubious as to the
ability of the Government to finance the
scheme if the presént agreement be car-
ried out to the letter, But even if each
block does cost £1,700, that will not
eventually militate against the success of
the group settlements.

The Minister for Lands: Tt will mean an
additional £4,200,000.

Mr, RICHARDSON: But if we can raise
that money, I am snre the group settlements
will be a suecess. The dairying industry
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will pay, and it can be carried on in the
South-West as well as in any other part of
Australia. We have the land and the right
climatic eonditions, and it is all a question
now of whether the Government will be able
to finance the settlers until they can bring
their holdings into production. We on the
Opposition side mugt assist the Government
in every possible way. If the dairying in-
dusiry gets a fair start, pig raising wil
be engaged in, and following that we shall
hava a large poultry industry too. Tt will be
worth while even at £1,700 per biock, pro-
vided the mouney ean be found by the Gov-
ermment. ’

Mr. E. B. Johnston: What if we can
charge scttlers only £1,000¢

Mr. RICHARDSON: 1t is the duty of
members on thig side of the House to assist
the Government in every possible way. I
am satisfied holdings will be payable pro-
positions even at £1,700 a block, Now we
are commitied to group setlements, it is
neecssary to carry on the schema.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Would you make
group settlers a present of £700 each?

Mr. RICHARDSON: 1 am not going to
commit myself as to whether that is neces-
sary, but if # he necessary, we shall have
to make a now agreement in respect to
future bloeks.

The Premier: We cannot go ahead on
that,

My, RICHARDSON: That is ao; it is an
impossibility. I cannot see how the Gov-
ernment are going to finance it. They will
certainly experience great diffieulty in finane-
ing what is left over from the present
groups. No doubt some Government of the
future will reap the benefit of what will
cost the present Premier many a headache,
I intend to support the Premier fo pass a
Closer Settlement Bill. In yeara gone by
we have gone too far afield for land, while
millions of acres of land in proximity to
our railways have been locked up. Three
years ago I was challenged on my statement
that millions of acres of land were locked
up, and was told there were not 20,000 acres
iying idle alongside existing railways. T
repeat my statement that there are millions
of acres that must be hrought under pro-
durtion and the only way to attain that end
is by means of taxation.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Where is that land?

Mr. RICHARDSON: Tlas not the hen.
member travelled and seen it?

Mr. E. B. Johnston: T have seen most of
it improved.

Mr. RICHARDSON: 1 have seen millions
of acres of gond land nnimproved. If I had
a map I would indieate it for the hon.
member, who is representing the farmers’
party in this House and vet does not know
where this idle land is.

Mr. Taylor: And deputy leader at that!

Mr. (lydesdale: Some of it is near Peren-
jori.

Mr. E. B, Johnston: I have none there.
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Mr. RICHARDSON: I cannot discuss the
measwre, because we have not yet been in-
formed of the principles involved, but I take
it the Governrient have one cbjeet in view,
namely, to bring the idle lands under produe-
tion so that we shall have closer settlement
and secure inereased revenue from the rail-
ways, .

The Premier: We can place migrants on
land in the wheat belt for £1,000.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And with far betier
prospects, too.

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. RICHARSON: The Premier will re-
quirc a new agreement to do that because
the present agreement applies to land sit-
wated below a line drawn from Albany fo
Bunbury.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: 1t is a South-West
and not a Western Australian agreement.

Mr. RICHARDSON: That is so. 1IE
would be most useful if we could secure land
for migrants along existing railways under
a Closer Settlement Bill We would get
production much quicker in that way, and
it would assist the railways considerably.
Funds would retwrn to the Treasury much
more quickly than from the South-West
propositions. 1 do not decry the South-
Waest propositions and I say to some mem-
bers on my side of the House that it is
wrong to deery these group settiements sim-
ply becanse we have not got other proposi-
tions going at present. Let us push ahead
with settlement in the agricultural areas

and alse in the North-West. I hope the
Governmeni  will carefully consider the
claims of the North-West. There i3 no

doubt that markets ecan be found for every-
thing grown in the North-West, and T be-
fieve it would be a cheap proposition to set-
tle people up there. We hrar from members
who know the country of its great possibili-
ties. The Premier will perhaps wonder
where he is going to find all the money that
will be necessary. Of course these schemes
cannot be carried out in a day, but we may
go along surely if slowly. I think it world
be a lietter proposition once we finighed with
group settlements in the South-West and are
congidering further settlements——

Mr. Clvdesdale: Neither of ns will be
alive then.~

Mr. RICHARDSON: I hope to live that
long, but of course I am not so old as is
the member for Canning. I hope that when
foture srhemes of settlement are proposed,
each portion of the State will be given a fair
share. It is not wire {o put all our egzs
in one basket. If we had a failnre of the
wheat crops this year, we would be practi-
cally done. Our dairying indnstry is not
far énough advanced and we have na other
industry enpable of taking the place of
wheat growing and keeping ns afioat nntil
next harvest. Because of that T advacate
schemes of settlement in Ehe agricultural
areas, the South-West and the North-West.
Tnstead of spending the whole of the money
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in ome part of the State, let us split it up
and gradually develop the whele of the
State. The Government propose to appeint
a Royal Commission to inquire into the min-
ing industry. At livst this appealed to me
as being a rather peculiar proposal. |1
looked around the (fovernment benches and
counted 16 membera representing mining dis
triets, and it appealed to me as being some-
what in the nature of an admission that
they were mnot quite alive fo what i3
necessary to secure a revival of mining.
1 do not know that it is so, I hope
members representing mining districts arve
fully alive to the needs of the industry.
Seeing that the Premier represents one of
the most wealthy nmining distriets, however,
he must have some good reason for wishing
to appoint a Itoval Cominission. I am rather
optimistie reganling the future of mining in
Western Australia. I do vot think we are
likely to find another Golden Mile, but I be-
lieve there is plenty of gold scattered about
the auriferous arcas, and that any Govern-
ment would be justified in promoting the
industry as far as lay in its power. It is
all a question of finance. We cannot con-
cider the mining industrv in the same light
that we would consider making advances
to farmers, There is no tangible asset
in mining. Therefore it hecomes a matter
not of husiness but of the personal equation.
If the Government are satisfied that a pros-
pector is genuine and is going out on a pro-
perixy equipped prospecting tour, the personal
equation must appeal to them. There may
be indications on the surface; but such in-
dieations have appearcd in many eases with-
out anything being found on sinking., Be-
cause of that, the Government must expect
to make some losses when advancing money
on mining propositions, The matter ia not
one that can be treated on strictly business

lines. That is uéterly impossible. When
advancing to farmers, one knowa exactly
what assets the borrowers have. Omne can

see what there is to advance upon, and one
advances up to a certain amount. Buf in
mining it ig a matter of the personal equa-
tion, On this aspect I have often been chal-
lenged by men who have said to me, *¢Fire
kundred pounds have been advanced on this
proposition, and there isn't five pounds to
show for it.*’ T have replied that in mining
it is impessible to advance on anything ex-
cept the rersonal equation, Because of that
consideration, I do hope the Government will
render every reasonable assistance. I alaso
trust that the Roya! Commission, if ap-
pointed, will consist of experts. T feel that

members on both sides of the Chamher are ~

well aware of the difficulties which have con-
fronted prospectors and mining men gener-
ally during the past seven or eight years.
Taxation, needless to say, i3 one, and the
high cost of explosives another. But many
more factors could be mentioned. Stili, hon,
memberg know all about these things. A
Royal Commission of experts could go into
the question from the geological aspect and
otherwise, and furnisk recommendations
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which would be of real help to the mining
indusiry. What the industry is languishing:
for is a little support. To give that sup-
port is well worth while, beczuse in mining
there is always the possibility of striking
something big. Buot what must always be
borne in mind is that even a large mine is a
diminishing asset. Doubtless many members,
like myself, hare occasion to remember that
solendul indications may prove fallacious.
Someone says he has a real bonanza, and we
put a few pounds into the show, only to
find, eventually, that there iz no gold in if.
1 trust the FPremier will lose no time in ap-
pointing the Cemmission. Let us get busy
on the mining industry, becaunse, failing help,
that industry is likely to fall flat in a short
space of time—very flat indeed. It i3 gen-
erally reeognised that goldfields peopie are
optimistie, but during my latest trips to the
fields | have observed in the residents a ten-
deney towards pessimism. Theretors it be-
hoves the Government to take immediate
action, which would at all events have the
good effect of letting our poldfields friends
know that the State is standing behind them
in their cfferts to help the goldinin-
ing imdustry  throupgh. I observe  Ehat
the Government wvropose to hring down
a Fair Rents Bill. My opinions oen
that subjet are well-known. Thrice =2l
ready have I sgpoken in favour of the
cstablishment of a fair remis court. 1
realise the great difficulty of drafting a
measure that will be equitable to all parties
coneerned. A suggestion I would press on
the attention of the Government is that their
Bill must not carry any risk of deing away
with the speculative builder, whe iz a highly
valuable assct to the residents of the metro-
politan arca. He builds houses cheaply be-
caunse the principal labour he employs is
his own. As a tesult he is able to sell houses
cheaply and let them cheaply. The enact-
ment of the last Fair Rents Bill introduced
would have proved disastrous, because it
would have prevented further ‘‘spee’” build-
ing, since the measure as drafted left the
‘‘gpec’' builder without hope of realising
sven the small profit that contents him. "1
trast the "‘spec’’ bullding phase will be
earefully watehed by the Government. The
Gavernor's Speech mentions a Drainage Bill
I do not for a moment assume that the
measure will take in the metropolitan area,.
but T would press or the Government 's notice-
the absolute need for immediately thinking
—let me put it that way—of ecommencing a
comprehensive drainage scheme for that area.
During the past few years the water
level has been steadily rising, and it is
now gix or seven feet higher in the metro-
politan area than it was, say, 25 vears ago.
We know that in varions asvots the rise of
water has made it impossible for people to
live in their houses. Im that connection
the late Govermment were mulet in heavy
compensation to the residents of a part of
my electorate. Another part of it is being
gradoally washed out. The loeal authori-
ties apparently have no means of ridding
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their areas of storm waters except to lead
them into the Shenton Park lake. As a
consequence residents in  the meighbonr-
hood of the lake will be flooded out ufter
the lapse of another year or twe. This
condition of things prevails not only in
my electorate, but in practically all the
metropolitan distriets; and therefore 1
earnestly request Ministers to consider a
drainage scheme covering the entire metro-
politan area, I trust that in the near
future matters of purely local interest
withiz that area will be placed under the
control of a board, the members of which
shoull be drawn fromn the local authorities
affected.

The Premier: IHear, hear!
hand such matters over.

My, RICHARDSON: Doubtless the Pre-
mier will be pleased to relieve himself of
those responsibilities.  There are some
phases of munieipal matters with regard to
which T would have been glad to have my
own way as a councillor 15 or 16 years ago.
At that time there was an execllent oppor-
tunits to municipalise the tramways, and
I trust I may be permitted to say that I
wag the first councillor in the metropolitan
area to move in that direction. However,
the Government of the day stepped in and
took the tramways over. Varions conszid-
erations arise on the propoesal to hand over
such utilities to a board, One considera-
tion which is frequently urged, but which
in my opinion has no application, is that
on such a beard the larger bodies will
swamp the smaller. Means could be devised
of affording all parties equitable repre-
sentation. Seceing that the matfers in gues-
tion are of purely loeal interest, within the
metropolitan area, they are more likely to
be dealt with speedily and effectively by
such a bhoard than by anv Government,
whether National, Liheral, or Labour. The
board’'s funetions would be restricted to
variovs publie utilities which are all of a
reproductive nature. If founded on an
economical basis, those utilities would be
made to pay under the management of a
board; and incidentally the Government
woul? be relieved of matters which are not
of immediate importance to them. There-
fore T urge that especially water supply,
sewernge, and drainage should he handed
over as speedily as possible to a metro-
politan board of works. T am pleased to
lenrn that the Goveroment are ahbout to
introduce a Bill to amend the Industrial
Arvhitration Act. I am prepared to give
the Government every assistance in my
power towards bringing about a condition
of things that will enable the unions to get
before the Arbitration tribunal npromptly.
Tnions have been blamed for striking, but
many strikes have been due to inahility
to get before the Arbitration Court
and obtain a hearing there. For my part
I fail to see any real reason for the con-
gestion of business in the Arbitration
Court. T hold that in that court there is

I will gladly
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brought forvard a good deal of matter
that i3 not germane te the issues. The
practive of introdueing what is really ir-
relevant matter has grown up in that eourt,
and is still expanding,

The Premier: Under the existing Act it
is unavoidable.

Mr, RICHARDSOXN: A mass of verbiage
without any bearing on the issues is uttered
in the Arbitration Court, and so cases are
dragred out. While the Government are
amending the Industrial Arbitration Aect,
they onght to see that that sort of thing
is cut out in future. I am prepared to
assist them in that direction. There is
also to be g Bill to amend the Munivipali-
ties Act. In drafting that measure 1 hope
the Government will consider the advisable-
ness of empowering municipatities te rate
on the unimproved value of land. Y feel
sure that that system has the Premier’s
sympathv, Tis introduetion is desired by
every municipality T know. T fail to under-
stand why it is held up. Perhaps it was
overlonked when an amendment of the
Road Dictricts Aet was passed a fow yeuts
agon, I believe the ratepayers in the metro-
politan area, as well as the municipal coun-
cils, want that system of rating, which,
indeed, wonld meet with a great deal of
approval throughout the State. Then there
is the question of water supply, Tn my
district there is a fairly good supply. T
am pleased to know that the present Gov-
ernment propose to extend operations in
this respect on the lines snggested by the
member for  Murray - Wellington  (A[r.
George), namely, to lift the 8-inrh main to
Claremont and replave it by 2 12-inch main.
Some wvears ago I suggested this course.
On the higher parts of Nedlands the resi-
dents during the summer months are com-
pelled to go for ns long as five days with-
ont a drop of water. It has been a posi-
tive seandal. I may say that I know some-
thing about water pressure, which sobject
I have had oceasion to study. In my
opinton it will be neeessary for the Gov-
crnment in the near future to give consia-
eration to the re-reticulation of the greater
part of the metropolitan area. Tven with
n 3fMineh main running from Mt. Eliza to
Claremont, the people in the more elevated
narts of Nedlands will not be too sure of
suflicient water during the greater part of
the summer, The reticulation there is by
means of very small mains. T'nless those
loealities are Tte-reticulated with larger
maing, it will mot be possible to send
tFrough the volume of water neecessary to
give the residents an adegquate supply, or
at times even a small supply. I know the
Government are pushed for money. Per-
haps T should say that the late Government
were pushed and that the present Govern-
ment will be. However, for a scheme of
this sort I fee! justified in asking the Gov-
ernment to consider the possibility of rais-
ing the necessary funds. If thev cannot
see their way to re-reticulate the higher
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portions of Nedlands, then T urge on the
Mminister for Works the plan of entting off
at different times the water in diferent
parts of the distriet. That expedient has
already been adopted on various oceasions
with the object of building up a reserve
of water for the people on the higher
lands, who otherwise would not huve
been able to get any water. Temporary
cutting off on the low lands gives the
higher lands a chance of securing a supply.
Unfortunately the Minister for Warks
in-not present; hut perhans he will read
my speech in '‘Hansard,”’ and if so
I do ask him to considér the possibility of
devising a scheme whereby the residenis
of the higher districts of Nedlands may
be granted the use of water flowing from
Nedlands through a 30-inch main, and thus
be given a chance of gecuring an adequate
supply of the prime necessary of life.
Like the member for Leederville (Mr.
Millington}, T regretted to hear the Min-
ister for Bailways deelare that no tram-
way extensions were to be undertaken dur-
ing the financial year. T desire to be fair,
and I realise that the Government have
to take into consideration the question of
motor bus traffic. 1 know many piaces
where tramway extensions, if provided,
would become payable immediately. Hav-
ing determined upon that course, I know
the Government will not go back on their
declaration, but T trust that at the end
of the present financial year they will take
into consideration extensions that will be
payable from the inception. If the people
are prepared to pay for the service, I seo
po reason why the Government should not
go on with the work. I am in sympathy
with the Government when they refuse to
provide tramway facilities to places where
it is not likely the system will be payable
for soma time to eome. The Government

cannot afford to undertake such works..

At the presént time it is better for the
Government to go in for motor buses and
test districts cut until they are convineedl
that a tramway will pay. There are many
places where a motor bus would pay but
where a tramway would show a loss.

Mr. Clydesdale: Are you in favour of
the Government running the buses them-
selvest o

Mr. RICHARDSON: No, not at present.

Mr, Clydesdale: Why? i

‘Mr, RICHARDSON: T think the Gov-
ernment should let men prepared to put
their money into moter buses do se for
the present.

Mr, Clydesdale: And who will pay for
the upkeep of the roads!? :

Mr, RICHARDSON: That ¢an be recti-
fied. It is mot insuperable. I know that
if it is found that the roads are eut up
by the motor buses the Government will
take action because the municipal councils
and the road boards will bs on the door-
step of the Minister for Works very
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promptly. Furthermore, if the motor buses
do such damage to the roads, it is easy to
tax the proprietors of those conveyances.
For the time being, however, I do not
know that the Government are justified in
going in for enterprises that they are not
sure about, Yt is better to wait for a
while,

Mr, Clydesdale: In Sydney, Melbourne,
and Adelaide they are runping motor
buses.

Mr. RICHARDSON: A number of pri-
vate companies are running bhuses there.

The Miniater for Railways: And if they
will not provide an adequate service, what
thent

Mr. RICHARDSON : The Government
then are justified in stepping in and pro- -
viling an adequate service. That is the
position in a nutshell. One or two ques-
tions have been dealt with, and I probably
would not have referred to them, but for the
fact that they brought the member for Perth
(Mr. Mann) and myself into the limelight.
I do not intend to debate the advisa-
bility of the 44-hour week, or whether
it should have been conceded or mnot.
The premier saw fit to launch an at-
tack on me on that particular question, and
I feel I should make a statement m re-
ply. In his remarks the Premier said
that prior to polling day the members for
Perth and Subiaco had not the courage to
mention what their attitude waa.

The Premier: Did I include you in that¥

Mr. RICHARDSON : Yes, I was sur-
prised to find that the Premier mentioned my
name. .

The Premier: I thought I was referring
to the member for Perth,

Mr. RICHARDSON: There is a saying
that the Premier very often guotes when
he desires to emphasise a point. It is: ‘" Not
on your life.’’

The Premier: I do not think so.
look up ‘*Hansard.!’

Mr. RICHARDSON: You will find it
recorded on page 36. The Premier said
"“not on your life,”’ and added that there
were Labour second preferemce votes to be
considered at the time. He further said that
the two hon. members he mentioned were
courageous enough now because they had
an easy three-year period ahead of them.
But the Premier said that during the
courge of the election, our courage had
oozed out of the toes of our boots.

Mr. Taylar: He did not mean it, though.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Unfortunately for
the Premier, that statement appeared in
the ¢‘Daily News’’ and it was then that
my attention was drawn to it. A number
of people asked me where my courage had
oozed to. 1 did not hear the Premier
making the statement in the House, and
I locked up ‘‘Hausard’’ and found that
the newapaper report was quite cerreet.

I will
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The Premier: T think it must have been
a misprint.

Mr. Taylor: You have a complaint against
‘*Hansard.’! They knew what you were
going to say.

Mr. RICHARDSON: The Premier chal-
lenged me by saying that 1 was afraid to
speak on this particular subject. Let me
tell the Premier that many big guns of the
Trades Hall were in my electorate during
the campaign ard those big guns did not
allow me one moment’s rest on this partie-
ular fquestion,

Mr, Panton:
munition.

Mr. RICHARDSON: At any rate, it had
no effect. DBly replies were such that the
electors of Subiaco.nust have been convinced,
for my majority of 1,000 was increased to
1,600, Seeing that the Premier has set bim-
self on a high pedestal of courage and has
Jooked down with sympathetic contempt
upon the member for Perth and myseclf, I
set out to ascertain how the Premier had
dealt with the 44-hour weék question him-
gelf. He declared in effect, that in his
policy specch at Boulder he had said in no un-
certain maoner that if Labour were returned
to power they would restore the 44-hour week
to the unious that had previously had that
coneession under the Mitchell Government.
He satd that those unions had been deprived
of it only towards the end of Jast year.
The Premier said he had made that
statement in Perth as well as at
Boulder, Later on he said there that
the Government had not given the d44-
hour week outside or to any unions other
than these to whom the late Government gave
it in 1919, That was evidence that the
Premier waa trying to show this Honse that

They had only blank am-

he had finished with the 44-hour week. Dur-’

ing the debate in the House the T.eader of
the Opposition, by way of interjeetion, asked
the Premier if he intended to give the 44-
honr week to all the unions in Western Aus-
tralia. The Premier replied, ‘‘To those
unions the hon. member gave it fo.’* 1
said that the Premier had placed himseif
ot a high pedestal of cowrage. Let us see
what the Premier said when he was Leader
of the Opposition and was speaking at both
Boutder and Perth.
speech, according to the report in the "*Kal-
goorlie Miner,’' which has not been denied,
he said that the Lahour Party stood solidly
for a 44-hour week,

Flon, 8. W, Munsie: S0 we do.

Mr. RICHARDSON: He also said that
they wanted by legislation to establish the
44-hour week,

Ministerial Members: Quite right, too.

Mr. RICHARDSON: There is further evi-
dence that the Premier intended at that
time to create the impression that at the
first opportimity he would bring forward a
Bill to provide for a 44-hour week for all
employees.

The Premier: What about it? T have not
introduced any Bill yet.

During the Boulder
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Mr., RICHARDSON: According to the
report in the ‘‘West Anstralian’’ the Pre-
mier said that the Labour Party stood
solidly for a 44-hour week.

Mr, Lutey: Are you agitated for fear he
will not bring in the legislation?

Mr. RICHARDSON: The Premier further
stated that the eight-hour day had been
established for 30 years, and in some parts
a good deal longer. He further stated that
in view of the march of science, of latter-
day inventions, and of the lower cost to the
vmployers of production, it was time that
the workers also received some benefit.

The Premier: What is wrong with that?

Mr, RICHARDSON: Compare that state-
ment with the ones made in the House by
the Premier in which he indicated that the
Government were prepared fo give the 44-
hour week only to those men who formeriy
had it,

The Premicr: I did not say any such
thing. The hon. member is entirely wrong.
It would have been better had the hon. mem-
ber made these statements during the de-
bate so that I could have replied to them.
He js misrepresenting me now.

Mr. RICHARDSON: T have indicated
what was in the Boulder speech of the Pre-
mier,

Hon. 8. W. Mungie: That is true, and
that is what will ba done.

The Premier: And there is not one word
of inconsistency in my remarks,

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am not challenging
the Premier as to what should be dene. I
am saying that the Premier attacked me on
the point and contended that T had not suf-
ficient courage to express my opinions.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: You did not vigor-
ously oppose the 44-hour week at Subiaco.

Mr. RICHARNSON: - T ask that that
statement be withdrawn. It iz wrong.

Mr, SPEAKER: What is the statement?

Mr. RICHARDSON: The Honorary Min-
ister said that I vigorously opposed the 44-
hour week at Subiaco.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: I said that T did
not hear you vigerously oppose the 44-hour
week at Subiaco.

Mr. RICHARDSON: If that is se, I do
not object to that statement at all.

The Premier: It bears out what I say,
{hat there were Labour seccond preferences to
be considered.

Mr. Lutev: There were mo crocodile tears
when the Mitehell Government did not give
the men the 44-hour week,

Mr. BICHARDSON: T congratulate the
Minister for Works on immediately giving
effect to the 44-hour week policy. If a man
stands on the hustings and declares himself
in favour of a certain poliey, and has power
Iater on to give effeet to that policy, he
should do so, The Premier did rot give vs
an indication the other night of his inten-
tion. The only thing one could draw from
his speech was that he was endeavouring to

" shelve the 44-hour week question.

The Premier: Nonsense.
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Mr. RICHARDSON: That iz the way 1
read it. If that is so, then the Premier is
not standing up to his policy speech state-
meat.

The Premier: I am standing up to it,

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am pleased to
hear it.

The Premier: This iz all nonsense.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am pleased to
know that the Premier intends to carry out
his policy.

The Fremier: Youn were not warranted in
your agsumption that I did not intend to do
80.

Mr, Davy: There was no mention of the
Bill in the Governor’s Speech.

Mr, RICHARSOXN: The Premier has a
vory keen way of expressing his intentions.
The fact remains that no Bill has been fore-
shadowed,

The Premior: I have foreshadowed it.
Your legal adviser is on the wrong traclk.
Mention of the Bill appears on the notica

aper.
P §Ir. RICHARDSON: T did not notiee any
mention of it in the Governor’s Speech,

Mr. Corboy: Yes, it is in the Governor's
Speech too.

The Premier: The hon, member is a bit
previous in his eriticism,

Mr. RICHARDSON: No. It was the
Premier who was previous. There was no
necessity for him to attack me on the
subject of the 44-hour week, so I am just
showing the weak spot in the hon. mem-
ber’s speeeh of the other night. The Pre-
mier said he would bring in the reform
by legislatien.

My, Corboy: His speech the other night
was snch that yon would not get up and
support your leader against him,

Mr. RICHARDSON: The member for
Yilgarn was silent on t{be question. The
Premier said he would bring about the
44-hour week for all employees. That was
in the Boulder speech,

The Premier: And you are charging me
with running away from it.

Mr. RICHARDSON: He did not say he
would bring it in by arbitration or
administration. He said he would do it
by legislation. He has broker that promise
by bringing it in as an ac¢t of administra-
tion.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: It was definitely
promised that it wonld be done.

The Premier: Wait till the end of the
session, and then perhaps you will be able
to charge me.

Mr. RICHARDSOXN: Another little gues-
tion on which members of the Government
side have remained silent: On the 14th
Beptember last a motion was moved by
the member for Geraldton (Mr, Willcoek)
as follows:—

That in the opinion of the House the
long service leave conditions applied to
the salaried staff of Government em-

[ASSEMBLY.]

ployees should apply also to the wages

staff.

Only one member has mentioned that
matter of vital impertance to the railway
men,

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: You are wrong thers
again,

Mr. ( orboy: Several members have men-
tioned it.

The Minister for Works: It is not going
to le limited to railway men, either.

Mr. RICHARDSON: If it is right for
one it is right for all, but why was this
not mentioned in the Speech?

The Premicr: We cannot mention every-
thing in the Specch,

Mr, RICHARDSON: This is what the
member for Geraldton said in support of
that motion. He was speaking in reply
to an interjection made by the then Min-
ister for Railways to the effect that the
reform would cost £600000 in the first
year. The member for Geraldton told a
harrowing tale of the nerve-racked men
on the locomotives and in the signal boxes,
and I know that he was quite justified in
what le said. These were his remarks:—

If the Minister’s sole objection is on
the score of finance, my reply is that he
is in charge of railway administration,
and should he able to arrange things by
adjusting charges or by altering the
working system to overcome the diffi-
culty.

Now that the hen, member is himself in
charge of the railways, I use that argu-
ment back at him. Why does not he jump
into the breach and do it now in the inter-
ests of the railway men?

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: He has been there
three weeks or so! What would you have?

Mr. RICHARDSON: I know that the
Minister is very wuch in earnest, and
therefore I appeal to him. This is a bura-
ing question in the metropolitan area, and
for that rcason I have supported it right
through the election and am still support-
ing it.

The Minister for Railways: You may
have another opportunity later.

The Premier: For what reason do you
support it? Because it is a burnjng ques-
tion?

Mr. RICHARDSOXN: No, I put it to the
Minister on that score.

The Minister for Works: Cannot you
convinee some of your friends over there?

Mr. RICHARDSON : I do not bother
about my friends.

The Minister for Works: Then why do
you sit with them?

Mr. RICHARDSON: I love them more
bevause T love the other fellow less. I
thought it my duty to bring this matter
before the House so that =ome action
might be immediately taken. Another
matter of vital importance to many work-
ers in the metropolitan area is that of
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overdue inerements in the Publie Service,
Thkis Las not been mentioned in the House
during the present session. The Public
Berviee are due for two years' increments.

The Minister for Lands: They got in-
crements last year,

Mr. RICHARDSON: The increment paid
last year was onme due from three vears
previously.

Mr. Corboy: I do not temember your
protesting last sexsion because the then
(iovernment did not pay it,

Mr. RICHARDRSOXN: If the hon. member
will read ‘'Hansard,’’ he will see that I
mentioned the subject. I learn on fhe
hest authority that the public servants are
loyal enough to say they realise the Gov-
erument are not-in a very sound finpneial
position, but that they require an amend-
ment to the Publie Rervice Act to make it
perfectly definite that in the future the
increments will have to be paid at the end
of each year. They are prepared to foregn
two years’ increments if the Government
will amend the Act so that in future there
cannot be any chance of the Government
eseapirg their due responsibility. I under-
stand the Government are not execlusively
to blame in this matter, because the Publie
HService ("ommissioner has ruled that the
Government are not indebted to the
amount claimed. T hring this up believing
tire Government will amend the Aet dnring
the present ression.  That is all the public
servants are arking for. Let me say in
conclusion that I stand here to express my
owi opinions, not the opinions of other
members of this party. T am here to do
as T did during the past three years,
namelv to assist the Government in any
way I can. T tender them that offer. TIf [
believe in any measure they may bring
down, [ will speak and aect according to
what T believe. On several occcasions
during last Parliament T crossed the floor.
I am not ashamed of that. T stood up to
it at election time, and three years hence
T will again stand up to any action of my
own,

Mr.
move—

That the debate be adjourned.
Motion put and negativea.

Mr. HOLMAN: I am sorry that the Gov-
ernment have seen fit to bludgeon the de-
bate through to-night. Tt is about the latest
we have sat this session. and I am sorry
the Government have refused to grant an
adjourament.

Mr. Taylor: They are a bit tyrannical,
you know, as well as other Governments.

Mr, Corboy: Three weeks is a fair time.

Mr. HOLMAN: Some members as somn
as they have spoken to the debate think the
debate shonld conclude. Each and every
member shonld have an opportunity for plae-
ing his views before the House. I have

HOLMAXN (Forrest) [10.26]: 1
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heard many members condemn the Address-
in-reply as a waste of time, but those mem-
bers generally exhaust themselves in speak-
ing, and as seon as they sit down they seem
to lose all interest in the question before
the House. During a Jong Parliamentary ex-
perience I have always found that the Ad-
dress-in-reply debate gives opportunity for
the voicing of grievances, an opportunity
that docs not again present itself during the
session, On the Address-ia-reply members
can bring forward many matters of vitalim-
portance to themselves and their eleefors.
The first question dealt with in His Excel-
lency's Rpeech is that of revenue for the
year ended June 30. It shows that the re-
venue ¢:lleeted from the population of West-
ern Australia has reached a very high figure,
indicating that there is heavy taxation on
the community. Tt also shows that intercst
and sinking fund have reached huge propor-
tions, and arc increasing year by year. It is
marvelloug the burdens our small population
have to bear. The Speech mentions that the
condition of the mining industry is receiv-
ing special consideration and points out the
value of gold and mineral produced last
year. This shows that there has been a
hig decline in production. We in Western
Australia have to faee the problem of the
mining industry that has confronied other
conntries, Mining anywhere in the world is
only a fleetin industry: there is none more
fliceting. T was born on the first goldfield
discovered in Victoria and have seen hun-
dreds of pold mining centres rise and de-
eline, I have sern hundreds of mining dis-
tricts in this State rise and fall and any
mining eamp, and particniarly a golil min-
ing camp, can be expected to have a life of
only five to 50 vears. Ballarat was one ot
the greatest gold mining fields in Vietoria in
the early fifties and for many years after-
wards, but not 2 miner iz working there to-
day. It is pleasing to record, however, that
the district iz more prosperous now than
ever hefore in its history, and we can omy
Inok forward to the time when something
else will take the place of onr mold mining.
Years aco no one ever dreamt that arricul-
ture wonld be extended aa far east as South-
ern Cross. TIn the early days no one dreamt
that the northern fields would be teeming
with sheep, and I am safe in saying that ir
the not distant future there will be many
more sheep in those parts. At the same time
we must view with apprehension the fact
that our gold mines are increasing in value
and that the produection js mveh lower than
in vearg past. Some members have suggested
that fields of ereater maemitude may be
opened up. When the early pioneers went
throngh this country, they made a pretty
careful search of it, and although many im-
portant discoveries may yet be made. in no
gnld mining eountrv has any very important
discovery been made after the first finda
were worked out.

Mr. Chesson:
crops.

They picked up the out-
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Mr. HOLMAN: That is s0. In the past
all the most important discoveriea were made
when the particular country was first opened
up. That is the history of the other Statea
and of New Zealand. Rich patches, of course,
will be found, but we cannot look forward
to many very important discoveries such as
were made in the early days. In Bendigo,
it is true, there was a second rush, but {hat
was the reefing rush after the workings had
been carried through the poor zone. Conse-
sequently, we must prepare for something to
take the place amongst our indusiries so
long held by mining. Mining has done a
great deal for Western Australia. Had it
pot been for that industry, this State would
not have been what it 18, Wa cannot do
too much to assist those who are tryimg to
open up fresh fields and develop the older
fields. I know of many places which proe-
pectors should be assisted to examire. I am
pleased that the Wilupa field promises in
the not distant fuiurs to take a new lsame
of life, In the Peak Hill and Cue districts
important discoveries have been made and
are giving fair returns. So-ii is still pos-
sibla to obtain a great deal of wealth and
increase the avenues of employment by aa-

gisting prospectors to opem up our mping
centres. We are told that other industries
are in a satisfactory condition. The wheat

yield last year constituted a record; ths
average was vcallonable and prices were
fairly good. We are sleo told that the tim-
ber trade is in a buoyant state. The Spoech
goes on to say— ]

The demand for Westeru Australian
bardwoods from oversess continues at
satisfactory prices. During the pasi year
a record was established in the value of
the timber exported, which amounted to
£1,3G7,713. Re-afforestation measures are
being extended with a view to makiug
forest regeneration bear a. reasemable re-
lation to our timber comsumption,

That sounds very fine—a record year for ex-
porta. We all know the valwe ¢f our hard-
woodn, bubt it is a matter for regret thaf,
thoegh the State employe nearly one-half of
the workers in the timber industry, those
workera do not receive the comsideration to
which they are justly entitled. The men are
working under conditions that give them no
chance to make homes for themeelves. Theira
are the worst conditions of any ¢lasa of worler
in the conntry. They have to suffer priva-
tiona - and they--are bound down in many
WRYR.
trizla and tribulations they have tc bear.
Let me first refet to the great difficulties
the Government will have to contend with
and indicate what theyr may expeef within
the mext year or twon, what with the heavy
burden of debt, hmndreds of uvmemiployed,
and our large acenmmulafed deficit. - In
#ddition special taxation has heen foend
necrasary. Our thining industry, as shown
by the closing down of some of the big
mines on the eastern fields, is on the de-
cline. We have to face many difficulties.

1 intend to point ont some of the -
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The workers are not reesiving that com-
sideration to whieh they are entitled
owing to the fact thai the basie wage is
based on Knpibbs’ cost-of-living figures.
These figures are unfair to the workers
and we have to see what we can do to
improve the position, Instead of the basic
wage in this State being about 9s. per
week behind Melbourne it should be higher.
The cost of food and groceries in Perth
ie more than 12 per cent. higher tham it is
in Melbournc. I had records taken out
when I was in Melbourne last month con-
cerning the cost of food and groceries and
I found that this was the difference be-
tween the cost of living in Perth and that
in Melbourne. The rentals asked for four
or five-roomed brick hoyses in Perth are
exactly identical with those asked in Mel-
bourne for similar houses. Our workers
are suffering from grave injustice. In
Melbourne when wages are being fixed the
rentals of all the dwellings afe lumped to-
gether, which means that the rental for
the superior class of buildings greatly in-
creases the average. There is not the same
class of good building in Western Ausira-
lia, but under the system that is adopted
for the regulation of wages, the worker
here recéives 9s. a week less than he does
in Melbourne.” When the Government
amend the Arbitration Aect these anomalies
can be taken inte consideration. The Ar-
bitration Courts, both Federal and Btiaie,
take it upon themselves to hase wages on
Enibbs® ecost-of-living figures, and thus a
grave injustice is perpetrated to the work-
ers. These figures were mot compiled for
the regulation of wages; they were com-
piled to show the rise and fall in the pot-
chasing power of the sovereign. They have
been nsed by the eonirts ih regulating wages
because they thought it the best methed to
adopt in the ecirenmstances. The 44-hour
question seems to have given members op-
poeite, ailmost without exception, a great
deal of worry and {rouble, The Govern-
ment have shown great weakness in not ex-
tending to all Government employees, who
once enjoyed the 44-hour week, the privi-
lege that was taken away from them by the
enjust aetion of another Government some
{wo years ago. The 44-hour week was given
in Western Australia as a result of an
application to the Arbitration Conrt. The
timber workers were the people prineipaily
concerned. Whea they first made the ap-
plication to have a 44-hour week estab-
lished for their industry, it was made the
subject of world-wide inquiry. The timber

.workers’ ease before Mr. Justtee Higgins

was adjourned for some six months to en-
ahle the' Employers’ Federation -and the
unjons tc -mbke the necemsary inquiries.
The Gevernmient were given an opportwhity
of being represented, and alse the Felleral
Counecil- of Emplovers, the latier having
promised to appear before ihe Court
when the question was being deailt with.
The Chamber of Manufactures and other
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employing hodies were invited to atfend.
Al these organisations were invited to send
representatives to the court to protect their
own interests, The public were also in-
vited to be represented, as they were
an interested party in the alteration of
hours, Wbhen the case- came before the
Federal Court and the hours question was
opened, the employers, who had promised
to assist in the matter and to be repre-
sented and have the whole question dealt
with in a systematic manner, declined to
attend. There were ne employers repre-
sented when the case was opened. 1In the
meantime influenee was brought to bear in
the Pederal House to amend the Arbitra-
tion laws, se as to prevent that court, as
then constituted, from dealing with the
question of hours. No protest was heard
against the unjust action of the National
Government in preventing the matter being
dealt with, and no opposition was heard te
their action in endeavouring to introduce
legislation that would prevent the Arbitra-
tion Court from granting the 44-hour week,
This, however, did not blufi Mr. Justice
Hiegins from going on with the case. A
day or so after it started the representa.
tives of the employers began to drift back
to the court and fight the case,  Aecting
uron information supplied by me, the
Labour Party in the Federal Hounse made
a strong protest on the subject.  When
the ease was heard evidence was adduced
not only from Australia and New Zealand,
hot from all over the eivilised world on the
question of the nceessity for altering the
48-honr weck to 44. After Mr. Justice Hig-
ging had received all the information and
the returns, he opened his remarks by stat-
ing that he would refer to the cases in
which 44 hours ot less had been secured, and
said there were many cases in which the
maximum honrs were then 48, but that for
sim;licity and brevity hc proposed to con-
fine himself to the cases of 44 houra a week
or less. Ile went on to say—

In Great Britain and Ireland, wood cut-
tine machines (building trade—decision
of National Board), Labourers in saw-
mills {Teeside). Furniture trades (Hud-
dersfield, Sheffield, Bradferd, Reading).
Cabinetmakers, ete. (Oldham, Chester-
field, Hartlepool, Middlesborongh, Stock-
ton, Fdinburg). The whole building
trade, including carpenters, bricklayers,
masoens, plasterers, painters, plumbers,
Iatanrers, ete., (under decision of National
Board of Coneiliation). Flour mill em-
plovees (shift workers).  Packing case
makers (Belfasgt), Stone earvers. Coal
miners (42-hours, to be shortly 36). Shale
and undercround miners (Secotland, 42
honrs). Slate quarry men (41% hours in
winter). Quarry men, turners, scobblers,
pand or machine polishers (Aberdeen).
Transrort workers and dock labourers

(inside and outside-—under National
agreement). Cold storage engine-drivers,
firemen, ete. (Liverponl). Car repair
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shops and power station employees (New-

castle-on-Tyne). Boiler sacalers (Glas-

gow). Printing employees, newspapers

(44 to 38% hours). Compositors (Len-

don). Stenographers, street sweepers,

labourers, ete. (South Shields). Clerks
in newspaper offices (London). Clerks of
co-operative socicties (Lancashire, York-
shire, Cheshire, and North Wales).

Bakera and confectioners (Scotland).

Cocoa, choeclate, etc.,, employees (shifi

workers). Dressmakers and milliners

(female), rctail shops (Seotland). Paper

mills (shift workers). Decorative glass

workers {Manchester). Thread mill em-
ployees {(Paisley).
Then he proceeds—

In Canada {44 hours or less): KElec-
trical workers (London and various coun-
ties of Ontario and Calgary). Railway
gshop workers (in the larger shops where
the heavy work is carried on). Moulders
{Amerhurst—39 hours). Bridge, strue-
tural, and ornamental workers (Mont-
real). Boilermakers, iron ship builders,
and helpers (Toronte). heet-metal
workers (Montreal, Toronto, Quebec).
Plumbers and steam fitters ({Ontario).
Paving cuiters (Qranteville), Plasterers
and cement finishers (London). Brick-
layers (Ottawa}. Carpenters and joiners
{Tort William), Clothing workers (Tor-
onto). Typographical Society (London).
‘“Machinists,”’ a term including fitters,
ete. (Dominion Bridge Company, Lahine:
Berliner Gramophone Co., Montreal),

The position is similar in the United States
a8 regards hundreds of classes of workers in
numerons eities and towns. Then there are
references to trades working 44 hours im
Queensland, Vietoria, and Tasmania. Far-
ther, the judge quetes various foreign eoun-
tries. These facts go to show that the 44-
hour week was becoming universal. It is
surprising, then, that sueh a hullaballoo
should have been raised over the granting
of a 44-hour week to a few workers here.

Mr. Taylor: The objection was to the
manrer in which it was dene,

Mr, HOLMAN: Tf the Government were
able to deal with the gmestion of the 44-
hour week by administrative act, there was
no reason why the¥ shonld not do so.

Mr. Taylor: Do you believe in over-rid-
ing the eourt?

Mr. HOLMAXN: That interjection ilius-
trates the hon, member’s ignorance of the
Arhitration Court. It would be over-riding
the eourt to increase the number of hours.
Tn redueing the number of hours the Gov-
ernment were, in fact, carrying out the
nrineiple and spirit of arbitration awards,
which preseribe the minimum wapge below
which the employer cannet gn, and the maxi-
mum hours which cannot be exceeded. Tha
employers, whom the member for Mt. Mar-
garet (Mr. Taylor) is mowadays so fond of
defending, alwaya pay the minimum wage
and exact the full rumber of working hounrs,
The Government, as a model employer,
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should grant the best rate of wages and the
shortest hours.

Mr, Taylor: The Arbitration Court re-
dueed the hours to 44, and gave that sys-
tem a trial for a year or so. After that
the Arbitration Court reverted to 48 hours,
and then the Government over-rode the
conrt.

Mz, HOLMAX: Tt was done by agree-
ment originally.  Ilowever, there is the re-
markable faet that when hours were least
throughout Australia, production was great-
est and profits were highest throughout Ans-
tralin.

Mr. Taylor: It is refreshing to know that.

Mr. HOLMAN: It iz a fact. Further,
we have the remar“able circumstance that
when the emplovers used unfnir methods
and tacties to bring about increased hours,
ne protest eame irom hon. members oppo-
git>.  Thuring the investigation which re-
sulted in the granting of the 44-hour week,
evidence was adduced from all over the
world.  On the other hand, the inercased
hours were pranted without anmy cvidence
whatver being taken. Bome of the Acting
Presidents of the Federal Arhitration Court
have stated since that their minds were
made up+ regarding the increase of hours
Lefore ever they were raised to the Bench.

My. Tayloer: T was not referring to the
TFederal Arhitration Court.

Mr., HOTLMAN: Bnt that is the place
where the question of hours was opened and
settled, and then re-settled. T could quote
the Federal Arbitration Court’s judgment on
the 44-hour propesition, but perhars there is
no neeessity for that. I regard this matter
as of vital imyortanee, and I fail to
understand how it iz possible to grant
the 44-honr week to a section of the Gov-
ernment employees onty, instead of to all,
The declaration that thia matter is to be
dealt with hy legislation is & mere staving-
off of A promise that was given during the
general election. There is not the slight-
est chance of pgetting a 44-hour Bill
through another place. Therefore it is
absurd to talk of introducing the 44-hour
week by legislation. The Labour Govern-
ment are in office to carry on the adminis-
tration of the country on the lines which,
when on the hustings, we promised 1o
adopt; and we shall be failing in our
promises if we do not institute the 44-hour
week by ndministrative act when it is in
our power to do s0. No doubt we shall be
told, ¢‘If you can get the other employers
to fall inte line with us, we will grant the
4¢4-hour week to all the Government em-
ployees.’’ Such a stand is unreasonable.
Ministers who hold ideala and have made
promises should use every possible oppor-
tunity to foree other employers to follow
them. It is ridiculous to expect private
employers to lead the way in such an
important reform as the 44-hour week,
The shorter week was not granted by the
Federal Arbitration Court without grave
consideration. It wag granted by the man
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who is of all men in the Commonwealth
best qualified to deal with industrial ques-
tions. I refer, almost needless to sav, to
Mr, Justice Higgins, who in his work ‘fA
New Province for Law and Order’’ writes
as follows under the heading ‘‘Reduetiomr
of Hoyrs’?;:— -

In the ease of the Australian Timber
Workers’ Urnion the Court reduced the
ordinary hours from 48 to 44 per week.
Extra payment has to he made for any
overtime. DBefore coming te this con-
clusion, the Court adopted a course
which is vnusual, but elearly within its
powers to ‘‘inform its mind in such
manner ag it thinks just.”” Fecling that
it should not prescribe 44 hours for this
industry unless it suw its way to pre-
seribe similar hours in many other
similatr industries, especially industries
involving the tending of time-saving
machines, the Ceurt invited the Federal
Council of Employers, the Chambers of
Manytacturers, and the Trades Hall
Counrvils (of unions) to appear, and it
allowed certain great undertakings and
interests to be represented on their re-
quest. The Federal Government was
also invited to appear as representing
the general public; but it refused the
invitation. The evidence and arguments
toock a much lenger time than all the
rest of the 267 claims in the log; but the
issue at stake was worthy of all the
time expended. Judgment was given on
this issue on November 12, 1920, in favour
of the wuniom, Substantially it means
that the workers get a ‘‘elean’ eight
hours’ day, with half-loliday on Satur-
days, Hitherto they had to purchase
the half-holiday by working an extra
three-quarters of an hour on five days,
and an extra quarter on Saturday; and
this meunt that they had to rise, break-
fast, travel, and start work at the mill
or shop (usually) at 7.30 am. in winter
as well as in summer, It is impossible
to set out here all the considerations
which influenced the Court; they can be
found in reports for the year 1920 (Vol.
xiv).

Mr. Justice Higgins has giver more con-
sideration to industrial problems than any
other man in the Commonwealth, and I
could go on quoting from his writings and
judgments numergus other callings work-
ing less than 48 hours per week—some
working only 36 hours, and some even less
than that. Tn Queensiand the great
majority of the workers have the 44-hour
week. The Queensland timber industry
has had 44 hours for about 15 years, and
there never has been any suggestion of a
reversion to the 48-hour week. It was
said that the output fell when the work-
ing week was reduced to 44 hours, In the
case heard by Justices Duffy, Powers, and
Rich during December of 1921 that allega-
tion was made—made at a time when
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some 400,000 of the cream of Australia’s
maphood were away at the front. TUnder
those conditions, in the absenee of all
these men, the production per head of
population was taken, and it was alleged
that production was going down. But
what do we find to be actually the case?
That 1921-22, the full year in which
the 44-hour week was worked, proved to
be the most highly productive—and this
when the Australians were working the
shortest hours in the world. During that
year the number of faetories working was
highest, the number of workers employed
was highest, salaries and wages were the
highest ever known, and the production
per head rosc by £20. The value of the
produetion for that year was 31 millions
sterling as against 56 millions sterling for
the previous year.
year rose by about 43 millions sterling
over the output for the year preceding.
That shows that the production under the
44-hour week was considerably higher
than under the 48-hour regime, These
statistics have been taken from the pub-
lieation issued by the Commonweaith
Burcaun of Census and Statisties, and re-
present a little over the 12 months
ended March 1923. These facts were
brought before the Court and it is im-
possible to refute them. The Government
should take these facts into eonsideration
and secure to the men what they are
jostly entitled to. Complaints have been
made that the overseas competition pre-
vents the adoption of the 44-hour week by
the Government of Western Australia.
That competition has always been ad-
wvanced as an argument against the em-
ployees. It is a remarkable fact, how-
ever, that that argument does noi apply
in the timber workers’ case, because it
was shown that originally oregon pine was
seld here at 20s. per bundred snper feet
and since the hours were increased from
44 to 48 per week, the prices for Aus-
tralian hardwoods as well as for imported
timbers were increased. This shows that
the public were being victimised by the
employers as much as was possible and
increased profits were being made by the
timber concerns even with the inereased
hours. The total value of timber exported
from Western Australia during 1919-20,
which was the last year during which the
48-hour week operated, represented £465,734,
while for the six months ended December
1022, under the 44-hour week system, the
value of the timber exported rose to
£532,353, or considerably more in the six
months than during the whole of the pre-
vious 12 months.

Mr. Taylor: I suppose the companies
got their sales through then,
Mr. HOLMAX: Jt shows that bigger

sales took place in the latter period under
the 44-honr regime.

The output for that-
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Mr. Tayler: The hours had nothing to
do with it. Tt was a question of markets.

Mr. HOLMAX: The hours had some-
thing to do with it as weil, becanse for
thie number of men employed in the tim-
ter industry in Western Australia, accord-
ing to the statistics, the production of
timter was greater than elsewhere in the
Commonwealth.

Mr, Taylor: They did more work in shorter
hours.

Mz, HOLMAXN: The production was
greater with the shorter Lours than during
the 48-hour weck.

Mr. Taylor: Then let us go home.

Mr. HOLMAN: We should have been al-
lowed to do so. Injustice is being done to
Parliament in that members are asked to
sit here at this late hour.

The Minister ior Lands: We have been
adjourning every night about 8.30 and ne
one wanted to speak. You know that as
well as I deo.

Mr, IIOLMAXN: [ asked for the adjourn-
ment but I was not allowed to have it, I
was told that we were to put through the
Address-in-reply to-night. I do not know
whal attitude the Government are adopting
nor yet what they are deing. As I stated,
under the 44-hour week there was also
inereased employment. In Western Aus-
tralia, however, an attempt was made to
bludgeon the Court into granting the 483-
hour week, and in order to secure that end,
nearly a thousand men were dismissed from
the timber mills here. That was done when
the case was before the court to show the
necessity for increasing the hours. When
I dealt with the ease I took extracts from
the year hooks of the different Siates. TIn
Victoria I found that in 18319-20 the num-
ber of employecs in the sawmilling, mounld-
ing trades, ete., was 4,747, and in 1921-22
the number was 5,006, or an increase of
nearly 300. Tn 1919-20 there were 2,627
men engaged in sawmilling in the fores:
and in the following year 3,014, Those
figures disclose a very fair increase under
the d4-hour system. In Western Australia
there were 41 sawmills operating in 1919
and 2,975 men were employed. That was
under the 48-hour system. In 1921, with the
introduction of the 44-hour week, the num-
ber of men employed was increased to
4,687, In New South Wales a considerable
inerease was shown. In fact the same ap-
plied in other parts of the Commonwealth.
vespite the fact that the hours were de-
creased the production of timber in every
State of the Commonwealth shows an in-
ercase per foot per man under the 44-hour
system, These are faets taken, not from mny
own rtecords, but from official statisties.

Mr. Taylor: In those States do they
work by day labour or by contraet,

Mr. HOLMAX: There was no alteration
regarding the conditions of work. TIn Vie-
toria there is no piece werk in connection
with the timber industryr In New Sovth
Wales and Tasmania there is very little



452

picee work done, but in Western Australia
wmuch of the bush work has heen carried out
by piece work. In 1919-20, working 48
hours, the sawmills in the forests of Victoria
produced £813,551. In 1921-22, working 44
hours, those mills produeed £1,122,102, or
an increased value under 44 hours of
£308,551, equal to 37.9 per cent. In 1919.
20, working 48 hours, the sawmilling, mould-
ing, ete., produced £2,817,902, In 1921-22,
working 44 hours, the sawmilling, moulding,
ete.,, produced £3,649,316, or an increased
valie vnder the 44 hours of £831,414, equal
to 29.5 per cent.

Mr. Taylor: Is it not remarkable that they
can do more work in the shorter periodf
- Mr. HOLMAN: No, beeanse men can
do only a certain amount of work, and it
has been proved that proportionately they
do more work in the shorter time. I can
quote the inquiry held in Vietoria on the
question, to show that the production is pro-
portionately greater when the hours are
shorter,

Mr. Taylor: How do yon get the over-
time? There must be a terrible loss on that.

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes, there is. My friend
knows it is impossible to do as much work
proportionately in 16 hours as ean be done
in eight hours. It is impossible to keep
up the samie rate of speed over 200 yards as
one ean maintain over 100 yards.

Mr, Taylor: Some of us, old New South
Wales men, pever got a go on until we had
done 10 hours.

My, HOLMAN: One might be inclined
to think that, but the reverse has been
proved. Here is what Mr. Justice Higgins
gaid—

There is nothing in which labour is
more vitally interested than in fewer
hours of deily toil whereby are afforded
leisnre for rest and recuperation and
opportunity for the things that mske
life worth living.

My, Taylor: He was a bit of a socialist.

Mr, HOLMAN: He¢ was also a just man.

Mr. Taylor: Yes, that is right.

Mr. HOLMAN: To-day there is not any
man more freely quoted in the discussion ot
industrial problems than is Mr. Justice Hig-

ns.

Mr. Taylor: Yes, he did the pioneering
work in Commonwealth arbitration,

Mr. HOLMAN: Mr. Justice Higgins eon-
tinued-—

These words are no make-believe, as I know

from frequent experience. The feeling is

that all the energies of a man’s waking
hours should not be given to the making
of a living; that he should have some
energy left for other and highér things—
art, education, science, literature, even
hobbies or amunsements, as he selects; and
that where machinery is introduced where-
by five, ten, fifty times has much is pro-
duced as ome was produced before mach-
inery, he shovld not be kept to the same

48 hours of work.

Mr. Tayler: I would sconer go before
him as a worker than an an employer.
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Mr. HOLMAN: I am gorry others have
not followed his lead. They have had the
samne opportunity, but have not taken it, Mr.
Justice Higgins continuved-—

Since high speed tool steel was introduced

in 1904, and the lathes altered, 10 pairs

of carriage wheels are turned out in ane
day, even by hoys, instead of barely two
pairs. When workers secured the 48 hours
in New South Wales and Vietoria, there
was very little machinery in most of our
industries; and it is urged machinery that
brings speed of output should bring with
it a reduction of hours. Elge, how ia it
labour-saving? No doubt machinery takes
physical weight off men moving or hand-
ling logs; but as the speed and the con-
centration and the monotonous use of the
same set of nerves and muscles are in-
ereased, it is wrged there is no saving of
" the workers’ store of energy, no real sav-
ing of labour to the worker unless his
hours of work be decreased. With the
progressive division of labour, work has

become more and more mechanical. A

definite ghare of over-fatigue ang its com-

gequences, ¢specially neurasthenia, must he
ageribed fo the monotony, to the absence
of apontaneity or joy in work. There is
not for the machine worker any ever so
slight satisfaction of the ereative sense or
the dimmest feelings of mastery or self-
expresgion in work,

He then went on to quote the machinery

gerapping. He said—

There is more strain on a man driving a

fagi machine than on a man using a

saw. To my mind there is much force in

these arguments, but there are other con-
siderations to be weighed, for the times
are very grave, and production iz much
needed. Meantime I feel sure that the
people of Australia have no desire to keep
the employees at work for a longer time
than is necessary for the needs of the in-
dustry and of the country; and that if it
can safely be done they would be glad to
consent fo the increased leisure.
That was the opinion of Mr. Justier Hig-
ging when he delivered judgment in the tim-
ber workers’ case. I can quote the predue-
tion of timber under the two different sys-
tems, In Victoria, in 1920-21, under the 48-
hour week, 3,180 men employed 48 hours
produced 35,591 superficial feet per man, but
in 1921-22 the 3,014 men employed in the
bush, working 44 hours, turned out 37,162

superficial feet per man, or an in-
erease of nmearly 2,000 feet per wman.
The sasame thing obtained in  Tas-

mania and in the other States, sweh as
New South Wales—the production under the
44 hours was considerably higher than under
the 48 hours. So, toe, in Western Austra-
lia. And the profita made nnder the 44-
hours were counsiderally higher than those
made under the 48 hours, And, on the other
side, the prices charged under the 48 hours
were higher than those charged under the 44
hoers, That i3 a remarkable fact. James
Moore & Son guoted Melbourme, August,
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1922, building bardwood from 27s. 6d. up to
35s. per 100 superficial feet. Exaetly the
same prices were quoted in Januwary, 1923,
Building oregon ranged from 32s, 6d.
up to 45s. 6d. per 100 superficial
feet in August, 1922, The same lines
increased to 3vs, 6d. up to 50s. 6d.
per 100 superficial feet in January, 1923,
under the increased hours. The profits made
were considerably higher under the 44
hours. In Viectoria the added value on mann-
facturing production increased from £34,-
259,060 in 1919-20 to £43,592,856 in 1921.22,
or an increase of production per head of
the population between 1919-20 and 1921-
22 from £22 to £28. Reynolds Driver made
a claim over one contract slone for £192,000
compensation. That was dealt with by
arbitration, but T do not think the matter
has yet been definitely settled. The pro-
fits made under the 44-hour week were con-
siderable, The Kauri Timber Company,
operating in Western Australia, made =a
greater profit for the vear ended August,
1922, under the 44-hour weck than in any
previpus year under the 48-hour week, In
1922 their profit was £69,103, while for the
year ended August, 1919, it was £59,000. The
Western  Australian Government purchased
the intcrests of the South-West Timber
Hewera’ Co-operative Bociety, Ltd., and the
emplovees made for them an increase of
several hundred per cent. en the volume of
vusiness. The State Sawmills at the time
had a fixed capital of £378,650 and there
was paid in profits, depreciation, interest
and sinking fund £254,637, thes further
exemplifying the vast profits in the timber
trade. Last year the State Sawmills showed
a net profit of £62,121 after providing
£28,195 for depreciation, £5,000 for mill
store reserve, £1,771 for bad and Qoubtful
debts, £17,412 interest on eapital, and £648
sinking fund. That is a remarkable return
on the capital invested in these works. Yet
the men doing the work are not allowed to
participate in the prosperity at all. They
are called upon to work under the worst
possible conditions. Their conditions of
life in the bush are more severe than are
those of any other class of employees. I
could quote considerably as to the increased
produetion under the 44-hour week, but ap-
parently we shall have fo wait until the
Legislative Council is pleased to grant us
the shorter working week. The requoest of
the organisation ia a reasonable ome and I
cannot understand why greater eonsidera-
tion has not been given to it. Unforton-
ately the 44-hour week is not the only
problem we have te face at presenf, A
gerious position has arisen owing to the
ungatisfactory treatment of piece-workers,
and there may be a cessation of work in
the whole of the timber industry after the
end of the present month. We are asking
the Government and other timber employers
to give the men whai{ we maintain the award
entitles them to, namely, a percentage in-
erease on the piece-work rates similar to
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that granted on the basic wage. That was
brought about by agreement prior to the
previous award heing delivered, and when
the present award was delivered, the judge
said the rates should bhe maintained. We
contend that there should be an inerease in
the piece-work rates as fromn the lst June,
just as the basic wage was increased to
those in receipt of a weekly wage. We are
really asking very little. An agreement
was made in 1914 when the falling rate per
Joad was 1s. 8d. Although the cost of Iliv-
ing and of working tools has increased by
100 per cent, or more einee then, the men
are now receiving only 1s. 104, Per load
for falling timber in the karri country.
The employees of the railway and other
sawmills have combined to see that these
men get what they are entitled to. An in-
creased margin has been given to other
workers, and yet efforts are being made to
deprive these men of their increase, As
many ag four applications have been made
to the "Arhitration Court for variations to
prevent these men from receiving what they
are entitled to. Tt is difficult to understand
why the employers adopt this line of action.
Recently representations were made by the
execotive of the Timber Workers’ Unicn
and by delegation of piece-workers to the
employers, including the State departments,
asking that these matters be rectified, that
provision be made to treat the men in the
bush fairly and that they be not forced to
take the extreme step of ceasing work,
which would cause great loss to the indua-
try. Tt is a remarkable faet that the Gov-
ernment of this State should have paid a
man named Aleock some thousands of
pounds during the last few years to pro-
teet the interests of foreign companies
registered in New Zealand, Great DBritain
and elsewhere, to extract from the worker
all that is possible, to advise regarding
breaches of the award, and to enter ap-
pearances in the court on applications for
variation. This man hag reeeived thousands
of pounds from the State Government. I
wonder what members of the Opposition
would sav if the Labour Government did
what they should do, namely, spent thous-
ands of pounds te protect the interests of
the workers—the men who have made the
State and whose interests should be pro-
tected. There would be an outery. Be-
cause the Govermment restored the 44-hour
week to a few workers in Western Australia,
they are receiving a great deal of criticism,
This same individual, Aleock, on every pos-
sible oceasion in the Fastern States is re-
viling Western Avstralia. He says we have
no “timbher suitable for making staves,
handles, shafts, naves, spokes, ete. I con-
tend that we have heiter timber for work
of this deseription than has any other State
of the Commonwealth. Yet this man is in
Melbourne to-day and, while drawing a huge
sum of money from the Government, is re-
viling the products of the State that has
treated him so well. I trust the Govern-
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ment will make short shrift of him and put
him jn his proper place, He was once
Deputy Public Service Commissioner. When
I was Minister for Labour 20 years
ago and teok action against the Pit-

ova Company d1or endeavouring to re-
dece, the wages of its employess
the Lwrislative Council earried a  vote

of consure apainst  the Labour Govern-
ment beeauze 1 dared to brief Mr. (now
Justiee) Kwing, and paid him £100 to con-
duet the cuse or the workers against the
con:pany. They talked of the injustice
that had been done to the people of the
conntry, amd said that the workers them-
selves shonld have fouuht the case. I had,
however, the courage to brief this barvister
and give him this fee. The euse was fouszht
in the Police Court and the Supreme Court,
and was won for the men. Their interests
were thos [rotected and the company was
fined. The policy of any Government, es-
peecially a Labour Government, shonld be to
spend money in protecting the interests of
the prople instead of the intervsts of
foreign boodlers, as has been dome by pre-
vigus Governments. A labour bureau is in
existence. I am sorry that this has not
been made an entirely separate department.
The induatrial life of any country is its
life’s blood. The industrial problems we
have to face are of sueh vital importance
that a Iabour department is particularly
necessary. The Secretary for Labonr is, I
anderstand, Mr. Munt. T have known him
for many years, but I do not think he will
nmnke a it secretary for labour, er he able
fo handle the many industrial problems we
thall no do: bt have to face in the im-
mediate future, Twenty years ago, when
the bureau was first opened, it was of a
More progressive mnature than it is now.
Branches were established in the eountry
and it was the eu<tom to send to a job
men who were fitted for that job. Subse-
quent  Governments, however, allowel
that system to drift. Fortunately we have
a PFactories .Avt, which has effected many
improvements in our industrial affairs.
The present system of handling labour could
be greatly improved. We should not send
any eclass of man to any class of job.
I hope the Govermment will consider the
necesgsity for establisking a proper labour
department to control industrial life,
industrial centres, and the industrial workera
of the State. Let me take the syatem of
waves opernting at the timber mills, Al-
moat the whole control of stores and sup-
plies is in the hands of the mill owners,
the State ns well as private owners. The
cost of living, the cost of food and grocerjes,
on the mills is 25 per eent. higher than it is
in Melbourre, and between 12 per cent, and
13 per cent. higher than it is in Perth. The
timher worters are thus penalised. In many
eases no aceommodation is provided for
them in the bush. There i3 a timber ring
in existence. Fven the State is mized up in
it. 'This rire or ecombination has inereased
the price of timber, and controls practically
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every man who deals in timber by compel-
liny him to buy from them. XNo one con-
nected with the ring is allowed to sell
timber to others who do mot belong to the
association. If o man is doing a little work,
such as putting up a building, he is eom-
p2lled to join the association, or his timber
suplies ure cut off. One complaint iv made
by & min in Waleott-street, 3Mt. Luwley,
vho retused to sign un agrecment, on the
tround thai it interfered with his liberty,
and he siated he intended to send informa-
tion to ‘‘Emith's Weekly,'’ whirh had been
jublizhing articles dealing with the prin-
ciple of combines, Other people  did
aign the agreement. People have sold tim-
ber and inguiries have heen made as to why
they did so. They eannot sell any class of
timber without first quoting the price Jaid
down by the combine, The State should pro-
teet the interests of the people as well as
treat its cmployees in a riasonabl: manner.
Tle Government, instead of grinding down
the workers, should supply them with timher
at reasonable rates, and, indeed, supply the
public in general in the same way, DPeople
should not be compelled to join the com-
bine and sign the agreement before they can
purchase timber or receive the lisrounts
that others who sign the agreement obtain.
T trost that action will be taken to make
our State timber milla a medium for supplics
of tin:her at reasonable rates. When we ure
exjorting timber overseas, we are justified
in getting the highest possible price, but
when it is a question of utiliging the pro-
ducts of the State within our borders, we
should give the people some of the advan-
tages to Dbe derived from local products.
T now come to the question of life on the
mills, Tt has been said that members voice
the grievanecs of those they represent for
a partieular purpose. After 20 years' ex-
perience amongat buah workers of the State,
I realised that ithe pold-mining industry
was a flogtuating one, and that it was ad-
visable to establish snitable conditions
amongst our warkers so that they conld live
in some degree of comfort, I am glad to
say we have made some progress along those
lines. The position is different from what it
was in previous years, but the condition of
lite for our tush workers and their wives
and families is still deplorably unsatisfae-
tory. When T tell members what has taken
place in the past, they will wonder. We have
asked for schools in some of the timber cen-
tres. The member for Alhany (Mr. A,
Wansbrowgh) has put forward a feasible
provosition in conneection with educational
facilities, namely, that at the bash landings
we should utilise old railway ecoaches for
schools, Landings sometimes shift four or
five times in the course of a year, A per-
manent scehnol building at a landing would
therofore involve great trouble and expense
in the matter of removal. But if the Rail-
way Department supplied the Edueation De-
partment, at a reasonable eost, with some of
the old compnsite carriages, those earriages
could be shunted along the bush lines and
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the children at the landings would then be
enabled to obtain a little eduveation, One car-
riage could be utilised ns a school room and
another as quarters for the teacher. The
very first place where that suggestion should
he earried out is the Jarrahdale bush, where
thers arc at the present moment 10 child-
ren who have nn chance whatever of obtain-
ing any education. If such school arcom-
modation wore provided in the Jarrahdale
bush other families would probahly send
their children nlong, The supzestion of the
member for Alhany is well worthy of close
consideration by the Government. Many of
us have read Upton Sinelair’s ** Jungle,’’
but the conditions of life in our jarrah and
karri forests out-jungie even that gruesome
book. Hon, memhbers will find it hard to
belirve, hut it is a fact, that ns late as last
Thursday or Friday I received from one mill
centre a letter complaining that the com-
pany were eonveying the workers' meat and
grocerics out to the bush eamps in a sani-
tary eart! Tf that is not disgusting and
disrraceful T do not know what is. The
Health DNepartment should take the matter
up. Such was the means of conveyance of
the workers® food adopted by the Kauri
Company, which in three years pail 150,000
in dividends. XNotwithstanding that ypros-
perity the company use a sanitary cart to
deliver provisions! At other bush land-
ings 1 rovicions are still brought out on open
trucks, and simply thrown off to lie in the
dust of summer or in the rain of winter,
and possibly be nosed by dogs. The people
at the bush landings have no homes, eannot
have any homes, Camp is shifted every three
or four months, and for that reason thase
workers find it impossible to establish a
home. In  the ordinary hut or shack
to he found on timber camps the bed-
ding heecomes wet early in  the winter
and does not hecome dry aegain until the
summer arrives. The people get neither
reasonahle accommodation nor a fair return
for their work. Millars Company use loco-
motive tanks to cart water to the men out
in the bush, and they use the locomotive
tanks also for the conveyance of crude oil.
The next time after the tank has heen used
for oil, the men get a mixture of oil anl
water to drink. Such a fact needs no com-
ment. Again, the cost of food and grorer-
ics on the mill eamps is 25 per eent. higher
than in Melbourne and 13 per cent. higher
than in Perth. I am giving these figures
from the Federal statistics. The rates for
carriage of goods on bush lines are simply
prohibitive. 'This applies not only to pri-
vate emvloyers but even to our State saw-
mills. The few miles’ haulage from Jarna-
dup to Pemberton ¢osts ag mueh as the
trananort of the goods from Perth to the
junetion of the wmill line with the rail-
way system. Where the timber kings are
in full control they will not allow any com-
petition whatever in the matter of groceri~s
and other provistons. I contend that where
they fail to supply the workers on the mills
and timber concessions with the necessaries
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of life at proper and reasonable prices, the
Government should compel them to ecarry
sreil supplies over the bush lines at ordinary
railway rates. I may be asked, how ean
that be done? T go so far as to say that
it the timber ecompanies will not do it as a
result ot reasonable persuasion, steps should
l¢ taken to compel them. If they will not
earry supplirs to the workers at ordinary
railuge charges, legislation should be iantro-
dured to foree them to do szo. One cxped-
ient would he to refuse the timber companies
the use of Government trucks on their lines
unless they carry goods for the workers at
the ordinary Government rates.  Further,
there is the fact that the timber companies
carry mteat and stores out inte the bush
in open trucks over distonces up to 23 miles.
At Dolyoake the fool of the workers is
simply damped out, and the men complain
fhett their nent and groceries are frequently
sothlen by the rain. Iere is another fact:
at Kirnpp some of the houses now aven-
pied by vorkers were formerly occupied by
pigs. My statements are irrefutable, T have
evidenee in writing of everything that [
lring forward. The employers own the
stores and compel the workers, by threats,
ts pnrehiye all their supplics at those stores;
and the prievs are considerably higher than
those at which the workers could obtain
s pplies I'rom ordinary traders, supplies de-
Hvered in pgood condition. I emphasise that
on rome timber camps the house accommo-
dution is simply vile, At the Railway De-
prrticent 'y sawmill the houses are good, anil
Pemberton comes next in that respeet; lmt
ot many mill cectres the housing userommo-
doti'm 18 deploralse. The accident rate
among timter workers is the highest I have
cver observed in world-wide records. T have
myself kept a tecord of accidents among
t'mber workers during a perioil of mnearly
13 years, and I find that the proportion of
mill werkers fo whom payments are made
from the accident fund is equal to 23 per
cont, of the total number employed. Tt
means that every man who pays into the acei-
dent fund is bound to get injured once in
four years. Many of the mill wqrkers are
erippled or crvshed or killed, Life on the
sawmills is miserable and melancholy. Only
a Jittle while ago three men were killed on
the railway at Holyoake, being run down
and swashed up by the log rake. We main-
t~in that a staff system shonld be provided
there in order to prevent these accidents.
It iz b-tter to go to a little expenditure
along those lines rather than to lose men’s
lives, A few days before that accident half
a train was smashed up and overturned. The
reagson was that the torpedo tfrucks, which
comprised the first set, carsed trouble and
a pin jumped out, with the result that the
trucks hecame separated from the rake. Part
of the train ran back and was upset, smash-
ing up the line. Then came the fatal acci-
dent. A few days later a train ran into a
tree that had dropped across the line. An
avle broke and the train ran away. The
guard clung on to his position at the end
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of the rake for & considerabie time, endeav-
ouring to aitract tae driver’s attention. The
trucks ran off the line and the logs were
thrown abomt. The slecpers were cut and
the line itself was brokea. 1 quote those
ingtances to show the dangers that have to
be fared by men employed on these lines,
Everything possible should be done te pre-
vent the occurrence of such accidents, so
that we may save the lives of the workers.
To show that what I have stated in connec-
tion with the jarrah jungle is true, I will
quote what aome of ouy workers and their
wives have to put up wiih in these places.
1f I had the power I would compel the
judges of the Arbitration Court, who &o
not give these men the consideration they
deserve, to proceed with their wives and
families to the milla in order that they
should live under the same conditions as the
timber workers. I would compel them to
endeavour to keep their wives and families
on what the judges eould earn in the bush.
If that were done, I am econvinced they
would treat the men with muoch more eon-
gideration. I will deal with some of the
evidence that was tendered to show the
conditions of the men in the bush
and what they have to put wp with
Regarding the shifting camps, men have to
build their houses with their own materials
and sometimes have to shift four or five
times a year. KEvidencs was produced to
show that these houses had bag walls, iron
roofs, and some bad boarded floors. They
were wet in winter and hot in summer. Or
dinary rates were paid for the time taken up
with shifting but at most 12 hours were

aid.
'i['.)meka and the clothes often gotf wet, aua
remained in that condition for a consider-
able time. In one instance a man had to
shift and be had s family comprising five
children. It rained from the time the house
was pulled down until the next day. In such
cirecumstances it would probably take the
material a week to dry. The company
charges £1 for the truck to take the property
to the new camp and in winter the goods
very often get wet. 'Then, again, in summer
there is a danger from sparks flying from
the engine. In one instance, a man lost all
his beddirg but there waa no compensation
allowed him. There is practically no medi-
¢a) attention in most of these places and in
the Jarrahdale bush the nearest place where
wedical attention could bYe obtained would
be at Jarrabdale, 20 miles from the camp
sites. If they conld not get attention there,
Perth would be the nearest centre to them.
There s no means of quick - communecation
in the ease of an accident. The men pay 4s.
Y mon_t.h into the medical fund and although
there 18 a hoapital at the mill, the facilities
are 20 miles away from the workers.
I have known an instance of a man
being run over by a truck. The wheels
passed over his feet. It was 24 hours before
be received attention at the Perth hospital.
In auother ingtance, an injured man had to

No eoverings were provided for the
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suffer for 10 bours before receiving atten-
tion. A special train bad to be run into
Mundijong. -In another case a grocer’s cart
took a man with a broken leg 17 miles over
a rough bush rosd. That gives some idea as
to the sufferings of these workers. I have
known a man to remain suffering for 24
hours before geiting medical aitention, In
cases of sickness the women have had to
suffer without atiention for a long time. In
one instance a baby became sick and had to
be taken 20 miles to Jarrahdale in an open
truck. The nurse advised the mother to re-
turn home with the baby in order to keep
it warm, On Sunday she walked four miles
to the Albany-road to get a man te drive
them to Perth. On arrival there the baby
was found to be suffering from poeu-
monia and was placed on the danger
list. Again, no provision is made {fer
maternity cases. In one instance the
husband had to get a nurse from Armadale,
but the nurse eould not stay for any length
of time, The neighbours took the baby to
Jarrahdale, where it died. In another in-
stance a mother nearly Jost her life. The
husband went to the mill for a nurse put
there was no rake returnirig to the bush.
School facilities bave been provided at the
Jarrahdale landing but the conditions ars
not satisfactory. Children have had to travel
10 miles on & rake and then walk another
mile and a half to the school and return
home in the same way. That means to say
thoese children have to travel 20 miles by rail
and walk three miles a day in order to at-
tend school. Next I will mention the con-
ditions at FEllis Creek. The housing con-
ditions are anything but eatisfactory. There
are no drains there and the water is ankle
deep at times in winter. There are no houses
at the bush landing and the men have to
keep a horee in order to get to their work
in the bush, or else maintain two homes, The
bush eamps comprise wooden frames covered
with hessian. The men get waste timber and
have to d¢ their own work. Townspeople
wonld not put their dogs into such houses.
There is no docior available at that centre
and the men have to rely on the assistance
of a man who knows sometbing about first
aid to the injured. There is no nurse avail-
able and the nearest doctor is at Green-
bughes, 30 miles away from the camp. Some-
times the doetor iz called upon to attend a
case, but will not do so. There are two doc-
tors at Buaselton, but when fheir services
have heen required one would not go out
beeause thers was no road over which he
could drive his motor; the other required a
deposit of £10 before he would visii the
patient, As to accidents there, a swamper
had his leg broken. The employees had to
take the bagging from the horsee’ collars to
make a streicher and then had to carry him
on it for ever a mile. Thoy went on horse-
back for an engine, which took him to Nan-
nup and then he wag motored to hospiial at
a rost of £5. Cases have been known wnere
subseriptiond had to bo taken up ié sead
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men away for medical attention. No pro-
vision in such places is made for maternity
cases. Mrs, Jean Beadle, whe is well known
to most hon. members as being interested in
reform movements, and who is a very ad-
vanced woman, was sent to these areas by
us in order to make inquiries. She made a
thorough investigation and saw what was
taking pilace, She said that the houses con-
tained mno conveniences whatever; they weie
just hare rooms and a verandah with no con-
venienees, no washhonse, no bathroom, no
coppers, and no shelves unless the workers
chose to erect them themselves. Many homes
were in bad condition and needed repairing.
She also ascertained that women in some
cases had covered the walls with brown
paper and rencvations had heen carried out
at the workers’ cxpenge. Certainly no pro-
vision was made for a large family. She
fonnd that they had to go to the bush in
open trucks, and there was no protection for
them whatever. Ouly one or two homes had
been supplied by the company at bush camps.
Mostly they were built by the workers
themselves, and comprised uprighta made of
saplings with walls made of flour bags or
picces of hessian. The roof was of gal-
vanised iron and the saplings and the roof
were supplied by the company. As the honses
were not lined, the frost dripped throueh
and wet everything inside. The floor boards
were uneven and, generally speaking, the huta
could not be made comfortable. There was
no ventilation and the windows were covered
with strips of bags. As to the water supply,
the women had to ecarry what they required
from the brooks. Mrs, Beadle saw one woman
who had earried 18 tins in one day and she
had carried them hupg on a stick over her
shoulder. She found ihat the shifting of
camp was one of the horrors of bush life.
At Yarrahdale, according to her evidence.
there was a well equipped hospital but no
midwifery ward was provided. There wag
one qualified woman at the mill but none
in the bush, The result was that the
women had to be attended to hv neigh-
bours or else bhrought to Jarrahdale. The
nearest doctor in that instance was 23
wmiles awav. No provisien was made for
sick women and children when travelling,
and again the rake constituted the only
eonveyance available, Under the heading
of maternity matters she gave one in-
stance of a mother who had given birth
prematurely to a child. The infant was
brought in from the bush to the mill but
died before the doctor could be procured.
That woman is still a physical wreck,
Another woman was taken ill prematurely
but a nurse could not be secured at
Jarrahdale. The husband went to Arma-
dale and brought a nurse who conld stay
for only an hour and a half. The husbaad
conld not get a doector until the following
week, The services of a nurse cost three
guineas and the workers have to pay a
woman fo attend their wives when the
midwife is not available. The doctor
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charges subseribers to the medical fund
three guinens at Jarrahdale and what he
likes to pon.subscribers, Generally speak-
ing, there are no conveniences in the bush
and the workers have to depend upon
their neighbours, At North Dandalup the
maternity conditions are even worse, and
expeetant mothers have had to come in on
the tender of an engine. No provision is
made for the children and girls have to
go into domestic service miles away from
home, while the boys follow their fathers
in the mills. The men have not the money
with which to provide for the education
of their children and certainly no facilities
are available for higher education. Chil-
dren at Jarrahdale have to walk 14 miles
to echool from the bush. At Whittaker's,
the cooking has to be done in boilers and
camp ovens and there are no washhouses
or baths. The cost of clothing is very -
high there and a list that was prepared
showed ineresses of 107 per cent. -on
articles that were absolutely necessary, Im
one instance the inercase amounted to 203
per cent. That applied to ealico, which
is a pecessary article for the home. In
the course of evidence given by a man
remed Jarvis, it was shown that an om-
plovee in the timber vard broke both
bornes of one of hiy legs. The accident
oceurred at 10 o’clock on a Wedneaday
moruing. FPirst aid was rendered but the
man bad o wait on a stretcher for six
hoursg for the mill train to take him to the
giding. He remained on the streteher all
night and left in the morning for the
hospital which wag 50 miles away, He
had to trave! in an empty van and owing
to the grade it rocked and jumped about.

12 o’'clock midnight.

The man suffered excruciating pain, to
modify which the bearcrs travellel on
their knees, holding up the stretcher.
They reached the hospital 30 hours after
the aceident. The man’s leg was then in
a shocking state. Then I have another in-
stanee: A woman bore twins, 27 miles
away from the doctor. Both the mother
and the twing were very ill. She was too
poor to be able to afford the docter’s fee
of £10 per visit. The mother and twins
had to be taken by road. One child died
on the jourmey, and the other died at the
hospital, owing to complications from ex-
posure. Then there was another instance:
The dress of a womaa working at a bush
camp caught fire. She was 11 miles from
the mill and 13 miles from the doctor,
There were no means of treating her. A
man had to be sent on horse-hack to bring
out the doctor. However, the doctor had
to wait for steam to be got up in the loce-
motive in order to take him out to give
treatment. During that time the woman,
in aeute terment, was brought in %o the
mill on a log wagon and taken to the
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hospital 17 miles from the mill. There she
died. These are a few instances of what
those people have to bear. The conditions
are even worse than those set down by
Upton Sioclair when he wrote ‘*The
Jurgle.’’ All those matters should receive
attention. The profits on the sawmills
amount to 40 per vent. of the capital ex-
penditure. Surely, then, those workers are
entitled to some consideration! A few
vears ago I was able to get from the
department’s reports the percentage of
profits to show what they were doing, but
to-day the reports give no such informa-
tion. I hope the Government will see that
the form of the reports is amended so
that we can see what the percentage of
profits is. At present the reports give
no information at all in that respect,
although they &show the prodaction
and the expenditure. In 1921-22 the
profit amounted to over 23 per cent.
During the last two years they have been
atill higher, although we cannot get them
from the reports. In the State Sawmills
the year hefore last the net profit amounted
to £48,964, and the average earned on loan
capital, after deducting depreciation and
reserve, was 23.91 per cent.  During the
year just closed the net profit was con-
siderably higher, amounting to over £62,000.
In the face of that, surely something should
be dane for those men compelled to earry on
the work in the mills! 1 am gravely dis-
appointed that nothing should bave been
done for them, The employers quote the
amount those men earn in the bush on the
best work. Tf they work lomg hours and
on Sundays, surely they are entitled to high
wages! The average amount earned by the
whole of the men iz never quoted, but only
the amount earned by a few men, which is
misleading. The men are compelled to work
under deplorable conditions that should be
imposed upon no civilised men. The men
are afraid to take their womenfolk and
children into such places. The Government
shonld sten in and see that the condition
of affairs is altered, and that the men pion-
eering in our bush receive some remunera-
tion for the labour they give. When dealing
with the welfare of thousands of men,
women and echildren, a member ought to
have reasonable opportunity for placing his
grievances before the House on the Address-
in-reply debate. Coming to re-afforestation,
a great deal eould be done in the interests
of the country, and the timber workers eould
be afforded an opportunity to make homes
for themselves. The Forests Department
eould open up the bush and bring in thous-
ands of loads of timber for firewood, sup-
plying townspeople and the people in the
city with that commodity at a much cheaper
price than that ruling to-day. But our de-
partment started re-afforestation on the out-
skirts of the forest, instead of starting on
the side nearest to civilisation. They should
be cleaning up the country, utilising the fire-
wood for the benefit of people in settled dis-
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tricts, opening up and developing the forest,
planting trees where necessary, cleaning up
the hush, encouraging the growth of younger
trees, and placing in favoured spots the
timber workers who know so much about the
forest and who therefore would make capi-
tal foresters. Those men could be gathered
together and settled on their own little
lots.
P Lieut.-Col, Denton: Another group sctile-
nient.

Mr. HOLMAN: Tt would be a gettlement
of competent foresters who wonld safe-
guard the forest and see that it had a fair
chance of growing.

Lieut.-Col. Denton: Could it be done?

Mr. HOLMAN: Yes, and my friend
knows it. It would take me hours to fully
expound the proposal.

Lieut.-Col. Denton: Keep it till to-mor-
TOW,

Mr, HOLMAXN: If T thought I could thus
get for those men in the bush what they are
entitled to, I would speak unti} to-morrow.
Tf the Government will promise me to do
justice to those men, I shall not delay
very much longer. It i3 remarkable that,
although we cxported £1,400,000 worth of
timber last year, very little money has been
spent either on the men or on opening up
roads. Since 1814 per cent, of our railway
iroioht i derived from timber, surely those
districts are entitled to some consideration!
The pioneer farmer has my deepest sym-
pathy. I do not begrudge him anything he
has got, and T hope he gets a lot more. The
timber workers, however, are pioneering
without the prospect of getting homes for
themselves. They cannot ever get a grant
for a road, When they wanted a road at
North Dandalup they made it themselves.
The same men are opening up a road from
North Trandalup te Dwellingup, and they
want some assietance. T hope the Minister
for Works will help them to carry out this
work. In places like Dwellingup where prae-
tieally the whole of the mills are owned by
the State and the roads are utilised for mill
traffic, a few pounds may be required to re-
pair the road.

Lieut.-Col. Denton: How much do they
want?

Mr, HOLMAXN: About a couple of bun-
dred pounds. Conzidering fhe revenue de-
rived by our railways from the transport of
timber, surely fhese men are entitled to a
little eonsideration, No men are so large-
hearted as are these workers in the bush.
They have to face all sorts of dangers, and
the women and children have to lead lives
that are really deplorable. The very worst
class of life in the agricultural areas can-
not be compared with theirs, because the
farmers are carving out homes for them-
selves and have something to look forward
to. We have heard a great deal about vie-
timisation. Special reference has been made
to onc of the magistrates and to a super-
intendent of police. I do not know the
facts of either case, and do npot interd to



[20 AveGusT, 1924.]

e press any opinion, It is stated that the
juovernment have adopted a poliey of spoils
to the vietors, but I maiatain they are jus-
tified in ajpointing to such positions men
who will earry out their policy as it should
bhe ecarried out, The Government would
merit strong condemnation if they did not
do so. What has taken place in this Hovse?
I was Chairman of Committees for six years,
and memliers of the opposite party did me
the honour to say I was the best chairman
that ever occupied the position. Yet when
they were returned to power, they appointed
someone else to the position. If that is not
an example of spoils to the victors I do not

know what is. I did my duty while
in the Chair, irrespective of whsther
I pleased or offended anyone. Throughout

my six years of office [ never had to name a
member, and [ had to speak harshly only
twice. Never was a decision of mine e¢hal-
lenged, nor a ruling disputed. We had 2
strenuous time during those years. Omn oc-
casions when T left the Chamber for a few
minutes’ spell, the temporary chairmen who
relieved mec had to name members. The
Leader of the Opposition and other members
said I was the Lest chairman they had ever
sat unilder, and yet they vietimised me on
the firat day they came hack with a majority.
Why then should they criticise the actions of
the present Government? Here is probahly a
worse example of vietimisation. I was one
of the oldest volnnteer firemen in the State.
I had a gond knowledge of the work, and
helped to make the voluntcer movement what
it was. I was appointed to the Fire Brig-
ades Board, and was an ordinarv member of
it for tne years, During that time I re-
ceived £i0 in fees.

Lieut.-Col. Denton:
you have?

Mr. HOLMAN: When T wag in the Cne
fire brigade, we hml the champion hrigade
of the State. The feea T received from the
board T put townrds a championship shield
worth 57 pguineas for competition amongst
the different hrigades. Then I was ap-
pointed president of the heard, and held
that position for three or four months., Al-
though eflorts had been made to fix up an
agresment with the men during the previous
vear, the hoard during my presideney fixed
up a satisfactory agreement, and the men
were fairly well contented. As soon as the
new Cnvernment pot into power, I was put
out of that position, and the mayor of Nor-
tham, a friend of the Premier and of Ar.
Colebateh, was given a place on the board.
If the rresent Government are worthy of
their name, it will not he long hefare there
is a further firing out. I could quote other
instances, Whatever criticiam may he
directed against me, I have o record that
it would be difficult fo beat. Within the
last vear or {wo charges were made axainst
me by a cerfain rewspaper, and T wish o
show the diflienlty that any man has to pro-
tect his character wher attacked hy an un-
serurnlous paper. I was accuged of heing
a traitor to my countrv. It was said I had

How many fires did
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gone the whale hog in the conspiracy against
British  industry and_ British survival.
No maore cowardly or dirty attack could
be made on any man. Although I
was above tie age and bad nine children,
I volunteered for service on two ocrasions.
I have my rejection badge and eertificates.
Thut showeld I was willing to do my duty.
Mr. MacCaitum Smith never offered him-
self, and he is a3 young a man as [ am,
in a Letter position financially, and without
chick or rchild dependent upon him. But
be¢ause 1 would not be a traitor to the party
to which [ had belonged since 1592, I was
stigmatised as a traitor to my country. I
was altacked because T would not he o traitor
to my party. I defended my character in
the corrts and obtained a verdict, T was
compelled to go 1o Sydney at heavy expense
to fight against o man of no standing, He
was hired by the ‘‘Sunday Times’ in an
endeavour {o still further damn my char-
acter. They had a man named Catts giving
evitlence apainst me. When he deserted the
Labour Party he waa able to publish whole
pazes of advertisements in the big morning
and evening papers.  An eifort was made
to vse that against me as evidence before the
Commission that sat in New South Wales.
Another witness, a perjurer named Fletcher,
who was in the Prime Minister’s Depart
ment, was also brought against me hefore
the Commission. He swore that I had heen
in Melbourne attenrding a «deputation to the
Prime Mipister, Mr. Hughes, and that he
tonk notes of what T had said, whereas I wag
not in Melhourne, These perjurers, and
warse, were hired as tools by that newspaper
to damn my character. I had to pay my
own costs in this case. [ was ealled upon to
go to Sydney and had very little costs in
any direetion. The case wns carried from
ong conrt to another in order to make it
diffienlt for me tn defend my character. Tt
is time the libsl laws were amended to give
greater protection to individuals against the
roscerupulous attacks of those who, to suit
treir own hase purpeses, go for everyome
they ean. The Special Jury Aet should also
be amended, for it places people at a great
diradvantage. I would prefer to have a
case dealt with befere a judge from whom I
would expect to receive greater consideration
than I did receive. I hope the Government
will earry out the pre-election nledges they
made te the country, and will put inte
effect the poliey they were sent here to earry
out, T hope they will endeaveour to put into
force cvery plank of the platform of our
party. When the Government can hy admin-
istrative art do a thing, they should de it
withort hesitation. They are justified in
appointing to positions men who will admin-
ister sympathetically anv department over
which the Government have control. The
Government are justified in placing in those
positions the men who are available to fill
them. T must express my deep regret at
the necessity for the change of representa-
tion for my district throuoh the death of
Peter O'Loghlen. T should have greatly
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preferred to see him still filling bis old
position, ome that he occupied for sp many
years with such advantage to the State.
I may not be connected with the timber
workers’ unmion for very long because there
may be troable there, but so long as [ have
the ability and knowledge I will continue
to lay before the House the conditions
under which the timber workers live, the
dangers they encounter, and the many pri-
vations they undergo. So long as [ am
able T will raise my voice in their intercsts
and do so without fear or favour. Tt will
always be my endeavour to sec that there
is mcted out to them the juatice to whieh
thev are entitled.

Mr. CLYDESDALE (Canning) [12.25
a.m.]: T believe T am to be the Jast speaker
on the Address-in-reply. I must congratu-
late you, Bir, upon your accession to the
high office you now hold. If you feel as
happy as you look you must be well satis-
fied with your pregent position. T have
been keenly interested in the debate and
have asked myself the question, does the
time that has been wasted justify the ex-
penditare? No doubt I will be taken to
task by members for that remark, but it
does appear to me that some alteration in
the present system is necessary. T have
asked several members why we should make
such long speeches, snd T am told that these
apeeches are made so that they may be
conveyed to their constituents. TI£ the elec-
tors knew the enormous cost to the country
consequent upon the making of these
speeches. no doubt they would tell members
to curtail their remarks. We are expected
to set an example to the people, TIf busi-
ness men in this Statc were io waste three
weeks of their time out of 12 months, as
we are waating it here now. there would
saon be verv few solvent burinesses left in
the city. During the course of the debate
wany requests have besn made to the Trea-
surer for expenditare in certain directions.
I have worked these requests out to a total
of something . like £20.000,000. TLater on
members of the Opposition and probahly
some on this side will be telline the Pre-
mier he mvrst keep down his expenditure to
avoid inereasing the deficit. T do not wish
to be looked upon as parochial, but desire
ta refer to the disavpointment T felt at
the anpovncement of the Minister for Rail:
twava that there were not going to be any
forther tramway extensions in the metro-
politan area.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You are now going
to raise the expenditure to £21,000,000,

Mr. CLYDESDALE: The Minister is to
be coneratulated on taking a firm stand, for
he realiged that motor buses are going to
be serious competitora with the trams, The
possihility is that if the trama were ex-
tended the svatem would be out of date in
a short time. Some of my constitments do
not endoree that view. Althorgh it is not
alwaya the best thing to do to congratulate
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a Minister when his views are in opposition
to those of ome’s constituents, I do say he
has taken up tbe right stand on this point.
We have to consider that there are invested
in our trams £1,000,000, and the interest
has to be paid on this for all time. In
Melbourne, Sydney and Adelaide the au-
thorities have arrived at an important de-
cision, namely, that there is insoffcient
traffic for both motors and trams, Tf there
is insufficient traffic in eities like those

where the population is en large, how
can  we npossibly run our trams sue-
cessfully if we allow motor buses to

compete with us? We rcannot de so.
Both Melbourne and Adelaide, after allow-
ing the buses to compete with the trams
for a’ number of years, have decided to
huy bhuses of their own and run them in
competition with the other huses and the
trams. In this matter we must have either
nothing but private enterprise, or clse
nothing but State or municipal control.
To me the only solution of the difficulty
seems to he for the Government to run
motor buses iu conjunction with the exist-
ing tramways, Doubtless it will be said
that the moter buses would represent
another State trading concern. People
can ¢all the comeern what they like, but [
#ay it would be at all events a sensible
coneern. Some vears ago the local
guthorities were clamouring for municipal
control of the trams, How many of those
local anthorities would to-day accept the
trams if the Qovernment offered to hand
tham over? Not one of them would do
so, and the reason for the refusal would
be simply the opposition of the moter
buses, If we permit the competition of
private motor buses, there is no possible
chance of any further tramway exiension
in the metropolitan area during the next
10 years. No doubt it is easy to say this
and that should be dome. Nevertheless I
do suggest to the Government that they
instal a motor bus service ca the Lord-
streect line and on the proposed extension.
[ mean an up-to-date service, not one run-
ning every hour or every hour and a-half,
Let them give a good motor bus service
six moanths’ trial, and at the cnd of that
time they will know whether a tramway
extension is justified. Then they could
ingtal the moior bus service in another
district where .the residents were clamour-
ing for tramway extension. Tnder those
conditions it would be useless for deputa-
tions to go to the Government and say,
{*This service would pay, and pav hand-
somely, right from the jump.”’ 1 believe
I have made such statements on two or
three occasions. However, T have always
been right, If my suggestion is adopted,
the people running the motor bus services
will complain that their living is being
taken away. Speaking as a motor car
owner, I should say that the average

charabane now in use here has cost £800.
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The depreciation on sueh a vehicle is
heavy; T estimate it at £200 for 12 months
and at £400 for two years, If the Govern-
ment allow these charabanes to run in
competition with tbem for two years, what
will he the result? T'ndoubtedly the Gov-
ernment will have to buy out the owners
of the charabanes. There is not sufficient
traflic for both.

The Minister for Railways: What about
the charabanc owners buving us out?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: In reply to that
interjection T have to point ont that
earlier in my speech I said the service
must be either all Government or all pri-
vate enterprise. If the Government would
now purchase those motor buoses, whose
owners probably have some sort of right,
since their vehicles have besn so long on
the road, the Govermment would get the
buses in goed order, and would probably
make a good bargain. The men employed
on the buses conld enter the Government
service, and thus there wonld be little
damage donme to anybody. Two vears
from now the proprietors would probably
ask £800 per bus. Very few people allow
sufficient depreeiation on a car, simply be-
cause they do not appreciate how much a
car deteriorates in 12 wmonths. TIf the
Government refuse to purchase the huses
and allow the present condition of affairs
to continue for two vears, private enter-
prise will have built up big business and
will make heavy claims against the Gov-
ernment for compensation. From every
aspect the position will then be much
worse than it is now., Melbonrne and
Sydney find that their tramway services
cannot compete with the motor buses. Six
months ago T went to the Government and
said, ‘‘Don’t let these people invest their
money; step in now and tell them not
te invest it.”? Tad that eourse heen
adopted, there would not be nearly as many
buses on the roads to-day as there actu-
allv are. I kave been reading what some
experts have to say about the cost of road
construction and tramway construction
per mile. Their estimate is that to con-
struet & mile of road would cost £8,000.
We have passed the period when we could
do with a 9-foot ribbon road which wonld
carry only ordinary traffic. Nowadays it
is more economical to build a good road
eosting £8,000 per mile than to build a
cheap road at £4,006. The figure of
£8,000, of course, refers to the metropoli-
tan area, in which there is so much motor
trafiic. Tramway extension, according to
the experts, will cost £12,000 per mile.
Add the £12,000 per mile for the tramwav
to the £8,000 per mile for the road, and
where is revenue adequnte to the cost to
come from if we allow competition? There
is no chance of getiing the wmoney required
unless we tax the man who occupies a
smail house and probably never rides in a
motor car. To-day wmotor cars are doing
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more damage than they are h'amed for.
Motor car owners will have to pay con-
siderably more taxation; otherwise the
occupant of a four-roomed coftage will
have his rates increased. In the past I
have advocated that we should endeavour
to arrange with the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment for the imposition of a petrol
tax. Some people have argued that it
would be an unfair tax. For my part T
contend that it would be perfeetly fuir.

Lieut.-Col. Denton: What about a tyre
tax?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: That, too, would
be a good tax; but ong man might get
5,000 miles ovt of a tyre, and another
8,000,

Lieut.-Col. Denton: How wonld you
work it; on the comsumption of petrol?

My. CLYDESDALE: The man who uses
kis car merely for pleasure outings during
week-ends pays for all the damage he
does; but the man who covers thonsands
of miles every week does not pay in pro-
portion, and he should be made to do so.
In the metropolitan ares there are some
ctar-a-banes and trucks that carry up fo
seven or eight tons” How are we to con-
struet roads to carry that weight? If the
lead were distributed, I would say it was all

right,

Mr. Samipson: What about the steam
trucks?

Mr. Davy: The roads belong to the

owners of those vehicles ag well as to ua.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: True; but where
can we find the money to construct roads
for those ownerst We may possibly be able
to find sufficient money te construct roads
for the average traffic; but, in view of the
huge mileage of roads we need, it is not
posgible for us to construct roads suitable
for those motor owners.

Lieut,-Col. Denton: The heavy traffie
comes into the country districts, teo, and
does damage there.

Mr, CLYDESDALE: When I was con-
neeted with the South Perth council. that
body used to top-dress a certain mileage of
road and have it tested, Before the intro-
duction of motor traffic our roads would
last on an average for three years and three
monthg. Then with the motor traffic de-
veloping and becoming heavier, the reads
did nof last for 13 months. Yet we hear
reople say that the motor traffic is not the
cause of the roads being cut up! Tt is be-
cause of that that many local governing
bodies are without funds. In fact some of
them are bankrupt and bhave to come to
the Government to provide momey to build
roads for motorista who do not pay for
them. That is the position.

Mr. Sampson: The roads are so bad that
they play havoe with fhe tyres.

Mr, CLYDESDALE: If the motorists
paid more and better roads were provided,
it would be cheaper for them in the long
run,
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Mr. Sampson: I am sure that is szo.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: We must bave roads
constructed on seientific prineiples,

Mr. Richardson: We must have a stand-
ard for the roads.

Mr, CLYDESDALE: Quite so. Further
than that, before building roads we should
have a laboratory to test the material to
he laid down. T know of one ingtance where
£1,600 was spent out of traffic fees to re-
pair a road, and the material used was soft
limestone that one conld ecut with a knife.
That was rcovered with two inches of gravel,
The road lonks beautiful, but in six months’
time it will he eclearly demonstrated that
that money has heen thrown away. Unless
the motorists are compelled by the Govern-
ment to pay for the damage, people owning
small houses will have to contribute more
than they should do. T koow I am not popu-
lar areng the motor, owners because of my
sttitode, but I de not eare a rap about
that,

Mr. Panton: Tt is not only the motorists
who do the damage.

Mr, CLYDESDALE: T have shown the
position. The people possessing heavy
motors come along and break down the top
of the read, and then the suection from the
fast traflic draws up the substance of the
road. That is what is going on. I am con-
vinced that the fast traffic does more damage
thon the beavy traffie. I am not condemn-
ing motorists, for motor vehieles have come
to stay. We must encourage them, but they
must pay n fair share towards the upkeep
of the ronds they damage so mueh now.
I helieve that a petrol tax, if such an im-
position canld be arranged with the Fed-
eral Government, or some other tax, should
be imposed,

Mr. Sampron: There is already a tax im-
posed on petrol, tyres, parts, and =0 on.

Mr. CEYDESDALE: If the Vaeuum Oil
Company imposed an inerease of 25 a ease
on yetrol to-morrew, nething would be said.
On the other hand if the Government im-
posed a tax of 2s., there would be a howl.
When 323, a case was charged for petrol
there was no complaint. Tf 28s. was charged
for petrol to-morrow the consumption would
not deerense by 10 per cent.

The Minister for Works:
priee of petrol now?

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Tt is now 19s. 6d.

Mr. Sampson: The Commonwealth col-
Jected £82.000 last year from the motor in-
dusfry in Western Australia,

Mr. Chesson: What did the State get?

Mr, S8ampson: Noething, That should have
gone to the State.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: What did the oil
mononolists colleet? At any rate, I have
exoressed my views and I hope something
will be done in that directior, not only in
the internsts of the local governing bodies,
bt of the motor owners themselves.

Mr. Panrton: With the advent of heavier
traffe and hix tractors, the country roads
are being damaged.

What is the
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Mr. CLYDESDALE: Of course each class
of traffic will have to be dealt with on its
merits.

AMr. Davy: You have a remedy under the
Road Districta Act.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: What is the remedy
allowed ?

Mr. Davy: A road beard can proceed
against anyone whe damapges a road.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, but they
have to cateh the offenders.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Road beoard mem-
bers in some instanees gwn the vehicles
themselves and in those circumstances they
are nnt likely to take proceedings. Still T
maintain that the fast trafiic does as much
harm as daes heavy vehicular traffie.

Mr, Chesson: It dovs more damage.

Mr, CLYDESDALE: The faet remains
that we cannot provide sufficient money to
kuild roads to carry such traffic.

The Minister for Lands: The trouble is
that our people want the same as obtains
in countries where they have millions,

Mr., CLYDESDALE: T wish to refer to
the rfuestion of unsatisfactory tramway ser-
viees in the metropolitian area, particularly
on the Victoria Park route. The three best
paying lines in the metropolitian area are
these serving Victoria Park, Subinco and
Mt. Lawley. In Suhiaco and Mt. Lawley
there are doubie lines,

Mr. Bampson: Do not overlook the Como
route.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: I have nothing to
complain nbout regarding that line, On the
Victoria I'ark route, however, there is the
Cavseway diffieuity and the Como holiday
traflic. There is only a single line from
the Causeway to Mint-street, It is almost
impessible to get a seat in the trams along
tlat route, and if it were pessible to extend
the loons on the (‘auseway and brild a
dovble line in Victoria Park matters would be
improved. I do not ask, as has been done
in other instances, for the construction of
a double line on the ground that people will
te encouraged to build houses along the
route. In this instance the traffic is already
there and the Government eannot cope with
it. It is nothing pew for a tram to be held
up for 20 minutes, and under such cireum-
stances, hearing in mind the Como traffic,
there may be a seriovws accident on the
Causewav onc of these days. The serviez
is not what it should be. T want to impress
upon the Minister that he should recognise
the necessity for constructing a double line
slonz this route. Bv se deing he will not
violate his expressed determination that it
is  essential that no further tramways
shall be carried ount this year. What 1
advoeate is merely an improvement to the
existing line, There is another matter to
which T desire to refer in conncetion with
tramwav work. I do not econdemn the Gov-
ernment in this respeet, but I think thev
made a mistake when they decided to build
a trnmline over the harseshoe bridee, At
the north end of that bridge the traffic goes
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in three directions and anyone wha drives
a motor car and desires to go to the parcels
office has to turn at an angle of 45 degrees
now, With the trams passing over the
bridge the ears will be on the curve, with
the result that the big bogies will projeci
over the rails for three or four feet. By
that means they will take up a lot of the
road, I am satisfied that if the tramline is
iaken over the horseshoe bridge, within five
years it will have to be pulled wp, The
bridge is congested enough now.

The Minister for Railways: It carries the
traffic now.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: The motor and vehie-
ular traflic over the bridge now is quite
¢nough.

Mr, Sampson: Then there is the traffic
from the railways as well,

Mr, CLYDESDALE: Tf Perth progresses
as rapidly during the future as it has during
the past ten years the horseshoe hridge will
nol be adequate to earry the traffie, apart
altogether from the trams. Tt is not suit.
able for trams. It has a sharp curve, and
there is no room at the far end. There will
be nothing but congestion. That would oe-
cur to-day if the trams were there, so what
is going to happen in a few years’ time?
Either a straight-across bridge for trams
shouid be Dbuilt, or they should be taken
along to the Melbourne-road erossing. To
run the trams over the existing bridge would
be a lamentable mistake., I would say that
in face of all the engineers in Western Aus-
tralia. I hope the Government will give this
serious consideration. I want to make ref-
erence fo the State assistance rendered to
inligent persons, Take the case of a mother
with four children, She reeeives 9s. weekly
per c¢hild until the children arrive at the
age of 14 vears. I do not wish to cast re-
flections on the officers controlling the de-
partment, for they appear to be doing their
work well. The widow herself also receives
9s. weekly, Therefore she receives a2 fotal
of £2 53. for five persons. Suppose she has
to pay 13s. per weck rent. She is left with
£1 10s. weekly for the keep of five persons.
How in the name of God can a woman
with four children live on 30s, a week? She
has ne possible chance, I belong to an
organisation that knows these things, knows
what is done. The good mother stints her-
self to feed her children to the best of her
ability, while the bad mother lets the State
take charge of the kiddies and put them in
a home where, T admit, they are well looked
after. The Government should increase the
weekly amount. Tt is a disgrace to any Gov-
ernment. Take the priee of meat to-dav—
1s. or 1s, 3d. per }b. How then can a mother
keep four children and herself on 30s. a
week? Ts that a fair deal? But when one
of the children reaches 14 years of age the
amonnt for that child is cut off. The mother
receives nothing for it. Hew much can a
child of 14 years of age earn? Wil he not
be lucky to get a job at all?

Mr, Chessen: Exeept as a nurse girl.
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Mr. CLYDESDALE: The Minister for
liands te-day toll a deputation that there
is a pumber of young boys in the metro-
politan area out of work, When one of the
children reaches 14 years of age, the mother
is worse off than before. I appeal to the
Minister to see that the amount is imereased
to at least 10s. weekly, no matter what may
be the position of the State finances. I also
wish to reter to the Golden Casket system of
maintaining bhospitals. We should intro-
duce that system into Western Australia, We
have the cxample of Queensland. Queens-
land people are very shrewd. They saw that
their old system of financing hospitals im-
posed too great a burden upon a few, so they
decided to indulge in a so-called gambling
stunt and get people all over the world to
finanee the Qucensland hospitals, instead of
the people of Queensland having to do it
themselves. That is the position. Investors
from far and wide are responding to the
Gelden Casket appeal. Why cannot we do
the same? The curse of Western Australia
is that we are sending too much money to the
other States.

Mr. S8ampsen: Yes, in every way.

Mr. CLYDESDALE: Well, here is the
first step towards remedying the defect and
getting some money from outside with which
to fingnce our hospitals, Take the existing
app.al tor the Ferth hospital, Every day we
read in the newspapers that the secretary
has been vigiting different organisations,
cadging for meney for the eare of our sick
poor. Lf the system of the Golden Casket
be wrong, it is uot nearly so wrong as our
existing system of cadging on street corners,
When Mr. Ford, ¢ member of the Iederal
Parliament, was over here, I asked him what
wonld be the position in Queensland if the
Labour Government were ousted from power.
He said he did not care whieh party at-
tained power, no Queensland Government
would be game to cancel the Golden Casket.
Woe hear ahount the opposition that would be
raised in Western Aunstralia. Where i3 it? L
have waited in vain for that opposition to
finil a better system. It is up to them to
find a hetter system or for ever remain silent.
T hope the Government this session will bring
down a Bill for the initiation of the Golden
Casket system. Mr. Ford also told me that
at the outset many people of Queensland
were opposed to this system, but that now
they looked upon it ag their duty to contri-
bute 5s, per week or per month, Of course,
I can quite understand the influence that the
chance of winning a prize exercises. How-
ever, people of Queensland who never pre-
viously contributed to the hospitals, now con-
tribute freely. I wish to commend the Gov-
ernment on what they are doing for the min-
ing industry, but it seems to me that a man
trying to develop a mine is in much the same
position as a farmer in the wheat areas. If
a farmer’s property be 23 miles away from
the railway, it is not a pavable proposition.
So, tno, in the mining industry. The Mit-
chell Government spent thousands of pounds.
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in gending out prospectors hundreds of miles.
Suppose the present Government were to
send a prospecting party from Kalgoorlie
200 miles cut, and that party found gold.
How long would it be before any practical
results would acerue, and what must the
show be worth before it becomes a payable
propesition?  To me there seems a better
system available, nemely, to devote energies
to areas lying close to railway lines and de-
velop well-known lodes. If they adopt that
course I am satisfied they will get better re-
sults, I recall that at the conferenca of those
interested in mining, I advocated the boring
system. There are many fine lodes between
Yalgen and Meekatharra; scme have shown
promise, some have gone down to water
lesel umd been abandoned there, and some
have petered out. If efforts were confined to
boring, better results would be obtained than
by sending prospecters out hundreds of
miles into the back eountry. I hope the Min-
ister for Mines will consider this point,
The Address-in-reply has now extended
inte the fourth week of the sitting,
and it is one o’clock n  the morn-
ing and everyone 1is pleased  that the
long discussion is nearing an end, Those
people who stand for c¢onducting the affairs
of the Honse in a husiness-like manner aro
not satisfied with this Address-in-reply farce.
That is rather strong langusge, but I do not
think that the time involved and the expense
entailed in printing the ¢*Hansard’’ reports
justify the resulis, namely. the desire of
members to have their speeches reported for
the benefit of their constituents.

Question put and passed; the Address
in-reply adopted,

BILLS (8)—FIRST READING.
1, Legal Practitioners Act Amendment.
Introduced by Mr. Hughes.
2, Closer Scttlement.
Introduced by the Minister for Lands.
3, Arbitration Ac¢t Amendment,
4, Workers Compensation Act
ment.
Introduced by the Minister for Works.
5, Private Savings Bank.
Tntroduced by the Premier.
6, Tnspection of Scaffelding.
7, Road Districta Rates.
Introduced by the Minister for- Works.
8, Jury Act Amendment.
Introduced by the Minister for Justice.

Amend-

House adjourned at 1.10 am. (Thursday.)
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Urgency Motlon: Adjournment—Qroup Bettle—
ments, Tmperlal Agreement. .
Leave of Absence . .- 486

Bills: Noxlous Weeds 1E. - 438
Unclalned Moneys Act Amendmeut 486
Closer Settlement, Me.r.su.gu, 2R, .. e 487
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The SI'RAKER took the Chair at 1,30
p.m,, and read prayers.

URGENCY MOTION—GROTUP SETTLE-
MENTS, IMPERIAL AGREEMENT.

Mr., SPEAKER: T bhave received the
following letter from the member for
Katanning {Mr. Thomson):—

Dear Sir, T desirc to inform you that
it is my intentivn to move for the ad-
journment of the liouse as a matter of
urgency uwnder Standing Orders 47 and
474, to call attention to the serious and
alarming stateinents made by the Minister
for Lands (Hou. W, C. Angwin) in the
metropolitan  Press, wherein he states
that according to the interpretation of
the Crown Law authorities the agreement
made hetween the Imperial aml Western
Auystralian Governments if ecarried out on
present conditions would entail the loss
of ahout £+,000,000.

The Standing Orders referred to give the
Speaker power to decide whether or not
a motion of this kind is in order, and to
some extent that includes the question of
urgeney. It would be obviongly unwise
and out of order to permit a matter of
urgeney to he moved when it could be
maoved and properly dealt with on erdinary
notice, IHowever, the Standing Orders pro-
vide that the responsibility of urgency
shall be divided hetween the Speaker and
the hon. member, and seven other hon.
members who must stand in their place,
This matter is one of importance-———m

Mr. Holman: It is not a matter of
urgeney.
Mr. SPEAKER: And being of import-

ance, it may be one of urgency.

Mr. Holman: It may be nused for some
flag flapping.

Mr. SPEAKER: I will, therefors, allow
thizs matter to go, upon seven hon. members
rising in their plaees.

Seven members having risen
places—

in their

Mr. THOMSON (Katanning) [4.35]: I
move—
That the House do now adjourn,
Mr. Holman: In which hand are yom
going to wave the flag?



